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- FOR REMEMBERING IN THE MEMORY OF FLORIAN
DUMITRESCU CHIOAR
BORN ON MARCH 12TH 1984 – DECEASED
SEPTEMBER 15TH 2012

PENTRU ADUCERE AMINTE
- ÎN MEMORIA CELUI CARE A FOST
FLORIAN DUMITRESCU-CHIOAR NĂSCUT, 12 MARTIE 1984 – DECEDAT, 15
SEPTEMBRIE 2012

Sometime ago – the fact that I don’t remember
when exactly shows that I have the feeling of
knowing my younger colleague for an eternity, we
were worried about the intruders that were keep
coming on the archaeological site of Miercurea
Sibiului / Petriş. It occurred often after we were
leaving the site. One morning we were able to
„nail” several children looking curiously on our
daily activities. From all those children one was
stubborn enough to stay, his name was Florian
Dumitrescu-Chioar. That night he came to the
camp to help out, and ever since he became one of
us, helping out in daily activities or raising the dog
or the cat of the yearly campaign, animals who
were afterwards placed in the care of one of the
students.

Într-un an – şi simplul fapt că nu mai ţin minte
care, arată că mi se pare că a trecut o veşnicie de
când îl cunosc pe regretatul meu coleg mai tânăr –
ne făceam probleme, pe şantierul arheologic
Miercurea Sibiului, punctul Petriş, că „se umblă”
prin săpătură, atunci când echipa de cercetare
părăsea activitatea din teren (excavarea propriuzisă,
prelevarea
materialelor
arheologice,
documentaţii grafice şi fotografice) şi trecea la cea
din tabără (curăţarea materialului arheologic,
prelucrarea documentaţiilor grafice şi fotografice,
operaţii simple de restaurare, împachetare). Într-o
dimineaţă, surpriză!, „prindem” câţiva copii din
localitate care ne „pândeau” plini de curiozitate.
Bineînţeles că aceştia nu prea vreau să ne lase să
muncim „nespionaţi”. S-a trecut – în consecinţă –
la alungarea lor spre alte îndeletniciri. Unul singur
nu a vrut nici în ruptul capului să plece şi se numea
Florian Dumitrescu-Chioar. Mai mult, seara a venit
în tabără să ajute la diferite lucruri uzuale, ne-a
mijlocit achiziţiile făcute pentru necesităţile
imediate, ne-a ajutat să creştem căţelul şi pisicul
taberei (ca în fiecare an, şantierul contribuia la

During the high school years he became more and
more interested in studying archaeology. He took
part on the excavations from Miercurea Sibiului
Petriş or the ones from Pustia (Luncă). He was
part of the archaeological team up until the end of
excavations in 2010. All the years in between he
remained constantly interested in researching the
7
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areas of Miercurea Sibiului were he returned in
2012 on the highway excavations.Several other
systematic archaeological campaigns are part of his
activities like the ones from Tărtăria, Silvaş
(coordinated by Sabin Adrian LUCA) or the ones
from Cheile Turzii (coordinated by Gheorghe
LAZAROVICI). He was also part of the teams on
the rescued sites in Turdaş (Hunedoara county) and
Miercurea Sibiului (Sibiu county) – 5 sites.

creşterea unor animale care – mai apoi – erau duse,
de unul dintre participanţi, acasă) şi ne-a asigurat
de loialitatea sa faţă de grup şi arheologie.
În anii liceului Florian Dumitrescu-Chioar şi-a
manifestat interesul faţă de arheologie în
continuare. A participat în fiecare an la şantierul
arheologic Miercurea Sibiului, punctul Petriş, dar
ne-a ajutat şi să cercetăm punctul Pustia (Luncă).
A făcut parte din colectivul de pe acest şantier
până la finalizarea săpăturilor în anul 2010. În toţi
aceşti ani a făcut dese şi repetate periegheze pentru
cunoaşterea împrejurimilor localităţii.
Tot la
Miercurea Sibiului a revenit în vara anului 2012
pentru săpăturile de pe autostradă.

In 2003 he began studying History and
Archaeology at the History Department of Lucian
Blaga University of Sibiu. He chooses Prehistory
as his major studies. In the MA years he studied
the Protection and exploiting the historical
heritage and in 2007 he started his PhD studies
obtaining in 2010 the PhD degree as Doctor in
History at the same university.

În decursul ultimilor ani a luat parte la săpăturile
arheologice din Sibiu (mai multe şantiere de
salvare şi preventive), Tărtăria, Silvaş (cercetări
sistematice: coordonator Sabin Adrian LUCA),
Cheile Turzii (cercetare sistematică: coordonator
Gheorghe LAZAROVICI) şi a participat la mai
multe şantiere preventive şi de salvare la Turdaş
(judeţul Hunedoara) şi Miercurea Sibiului (judeţul
Sibiu) – 5 situri arheologice.
Florian Dumitrescu-Chioar şi-a început studiile în
domeniul istoriei în anul 2003, în cadrul Facultăţii
de Istorie şi Patrimoniu, parte a Universităţii
Lucian Blaga din Sibiu, alegând specializarea
Preistorie. A urmat apoi masteratul la aceeaşi
facultate, specializarea Protejarea şi valorificarea
patrimoniului istoric, iar în anul 2007 a început
studiile doctorale, obţinând în anul 2010 titlul de
doctor în Istorie al aceleiaşi universităţi.
Întâmplarea – sau poate că destinul – a făcut ca toţi
paşii devenirii profesionale să-i fie îndrumaţi de
mine. A ajuns să fie ca un adevărat copil al meu,
cu multă personalitate, fără vanităţi, cu cea mai
mare vină avută în viaţa sa scurtă de a nu şti să
spună NU ! A fost un model pentru toţi. A muncit
mult, s-a distrat împreună cu noi sau a fost supărat
când nu ne ieşeau aşa cum trebuie toate lucrurile.
A fost un adevărat om de echipă. Suntem cu toţii
văduviţi în acest moment fără ieşire.

By chance, or maybe it was fate, all his
professional becoming was fulfilled with me as his
coordinator.
He somehow became my child, a child with a lot
of personality, no vanities and with one major
fault: of not being able to say NO! He worked
hard, had fun along with us, shared the blight when
things didn’t go as planned and always was a part
of the team. He was a true role model and his
absence is deeply felt in every moment since he
left us.
During his studying years he was part of the
„Lucian Blaga” University research teams in
cooperation with University of Kiel (Germany),
University of Venice (Italy), University College
London (Great Britain), Budapest (Hungary) or
Krakow (Poland).
Starting November 2006 he worked in the
Brukenthal Museum with a short leap when we
went as an assistant at the university. In the
museum he was part of the History Museum team.
All his professional achievements recommended
him for an archaeological carrier. With great
patience and passion he uncovered the secrets of
prehistorically cultures like the ones of Neolithic
and E-Neolithic period, but he studied other
periods as well. Everything he did was of quality,
whether he was documenting an excavation,
leading workers, first preserving artifacts in the
field, working in museum’s storage or operating
with incredible skill the computer.
.
As content as I was back then, so sad and unhappy
I am now since he was called so soon to the dust he
once studied so passionately. Fate willed it!

În timpul studiilor a făcut parte din colective de
cercetare ale Universităţii „Lucian Blaga” din
Sibiu în colaborare cu Universităţile din Kiel
(Germania), Veneţia (Italia), Londra (University
College London, Marea Britanie), Budapesta
(Ungaria) sau Cracovia (Polonia).
Activitatea în cadrul Muzeului Naţional
Brukenthal a început-o în noiembrie 2006,
părăsind muzeul pentru o scurtă vreme, perioadă în
care a fost angajat al Facultăţii de Istorie şi
Patrimoniu, ca preparator. În luna mai a anului
2010 revine la muzeu, de această dată ca
8
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muzeograf în cadrul Secţiei de Istorie şi
Arheologie.
Toţi paşii devenirii profesionale l-au recomandat
pentru cercetarea arheologică de teren şi birou.
S-a aplecat cu răbdare şi pasiune asupra cunoaşterii
aprofundate
a
culturilor
neoliticului
şi
eneoliticului. Nu a omis, însă, nici alte epoci
istorice. Tot ce făcea însemna calitate, de la un
profil arheologic, la şpăcluire, de la conducerea
unei echipe de săpători, la conservarea primară a
materialelor scoase din pământ, de la prelucrarea
depozitului din muzeu, la mânuirea cu o uimitoare
uşurinţă a computerului şi programelor acestuia.
Eram tot atât de mulţumit de el, cât sunt acum de
trist şi nefericit pentru că a fost chemat – prea
devreme – în pământul pe care-l cerceta cu atâta
patimă. Dar, aşa a fost să fie !

But that is life!
We, who knew and appreciated Florian
Dumitrescu Chioar pay our highest regard to him
and in remembrance we dedicate him all our best
thoughts.
May he rest in peace, knowing that his presence
here will not be forgotten!

Noi, toţi cei care l-am cunoscut, îi păstrăm un
adânc respect lui Florian Dumitrescu-Chioar şi îi
dedicăm toate gândurile frumoase în amintire.
Să fie împăcat cu lumea noastră şi să ştie că nu a
trecut degeaba prin ea !
Prof.univ.dr. Sabin Adrian LUCA

9
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“THE RITUAL CONSECRATION” OF THE FIRST NEOLITHIC
COLONIZATION FROM ROMANIA
THE PITS SANCTUARY FROM CRISTIAN I, SIBIU COUNTY
PART I. THE FOUNDATION

Sabin Adrian LUCA*
Florentina MARŢIŞ**
Anamaria TUDORIE***
Adrian LUCA****

Cuvinte cheie: prima neolitizare din Europa Centrală şi de Sud-Est, Starčevo-Criş IA, sanctuar format din
gropi rituale.
Rezumat: Descoperit pe traseul Autostrăzii Orăştie-Sibiu, în situl Cristian I (km 76+450 – 76+900),
sanctuarul format din gropi rituale datat în vremea complexului cultural Starčevo-Criş, faza IA, arată
atitudinea primilor neolitici în faţa teritoriului şi populaţiilor întâlnite la faţa locului. Am observat că prima
grijă a neoliticilor vechi a fost consacrarea spirituală a teritoriului.
Colectivul de cercetare este alcătuit din: Sabin Adrian LUCA, Cosmin Ioan SUCIU, Claudiu MUNTEANU,
Anca NIŢOI, Anamaria ŞEULEAN-TUDORIE, Adrian GEORGESCU, Florentina MARŢIŞ, Adrian LUCA –
echipa tehnică, Dorin BARBU, Călin BOBIC, Tinel BULETEANU, Cristina SCĂRLĂTESCU, Silvia GALEA,
Polixenia G. POPESCU – restauratori şi Alexandru OLĂNESCU – fotograf.
Key words: first Neolithisation from Central and South-Eastern Europe, Starčevo-Criş IA, sanctuary formed
by ritual pit holes
Abstract: Discovered on the future layout of Orăştie-Sibiu Highway, in the archeological site of Cristian I
(km 76+450 – 76+900), the sanctuary formed by ritual pits dated during Starčevo-Criş culture, IA phase,
shows the attitude of the first Neolithic people towards territory and the communities found here. We have
noticed that the first concern of the old Neolithic people was to consecrate spiritually the territory.
The research collective is formed by: Sabin Adrian LUCA, Cosmin Ioan SUCIU, Claudiu MUNTEANU,
Anca NIŢOI, Anamaria ŞEULEAN-TUDORIE, Adrian GEORGESCU, Florentina MARŢIŞ, Adrian LUCA –
technical team, Dorin BARBU, Călin BOBIC, Tinel BULETEANU, Cristina SCĂRLĂTESCU, Silvia GALEA,
Polixenia G. POPESCU – restorers and Alexandru OLĂNESCU – photographer.

have noticed that there was a unique in situ sandy
and fragmentary structure of the ceramic existed
vestiges belonging to Early Bronze Age, situated in
the North-West side. It seems that the materials
leaded to this conclusion at that moment.
chronological and cultural phase at the beginning
of Starčevo-Criş culture (Luca et al 2012, 55-102).

The archeological status of this area, before
starting the archeological diagnosis made during
August-October 2011, showed, after analyzing
Sibiu County’s repertoire and the recent surveys
(2008) made by Brukenthal National Museum
specialists, that from the village of Cristian (Luca
et al 2003, 90-91; Munteanu 2010, 464) already
discovery in Romania that could be framed in a
Later, after starting the preventive researches, we

The unique character of this discovery made us
interpret it as an unbroken structure, as a sanctuary
formed of ritual pits, dedicated to the oldest
colonization of Neolithic communities from the
North side of Danube. This idea is not new and it
has been advanced – it is true, for a later moment
from Neolithic – by Vassil Nikolov (Nikolov 2009;
Nikolov 2011).

*”Lucian Blaga” University of Sibiu, Romania
sabinadrian.luca@ulbsibiu.roBrukenthal National
Museum, Sibiu, Romania, sabin.luca@brukenthalmuseum.ro
** Museum of Banat, Timişoara, Romania,
tina.martis@yahoo.com
*** Brukenthal National Museum, Sibiu, Romania,
anamaria.tudorie@brukenthalmuseum.ro
**** Brukenthal National Museum, Sibiu, Romania,
luca_adrian_sibiu@yahoo.com
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Plan 1. Cristian I (Sibiu County, Romania). The placement of the pits sanctuary: aproximately km
76+740 – 76+820.

Photo 1. Cristian I (Sibiu County, Romania). General view of the site. After the edge of the little wood
from the center of image, on the left side, there is the area of the pits sanctuary (image taken during the
removal of the vegetal layer, East-West view).
with one pot (Gr36-38; 41-42; 58; 60-61; 63; 65; 67; 72-73; 80); 8
with two pots (Gr11; 17; 35; 43; 59; 68; 74; 83); 2 with three
pots (Gr9; 69) and 2 with four pots (Gr14; 66). As it
can be easily noticed, the number of pits
composing the archeological feature is 48 (Luca et
al 2012, fig. 11-13, 15, 17-24; photo 14-17, 19-20,
26, 28-36, 38-40, 44). We have sad that it is an
incineration cemetery, but this is not the case. We
have taken samples from the entire contained of
the pots. The contains were carefully examined and
we didn’t find any remains of incineration.

The archeological site from Cristian I point, km
76+450 – 76+900, it is composed of: Terrace I km
76+820 – 76+900 (feature C001-C002; C027-C031;
C033;C040-C041; C044; C051-C057; C089-C091) and
Terrace II – km 76+450 – 76+820.
On the Terrace II there have been discovered the
elements of a sanctuary formed of ritual pits (km
76+740 – 76+820) composed by: 14 pits without
inventory (Gr39; 62; 70-71; 77-79; 81-82; 84; 86-88); 8 with
minimum one pot (we can’t be sure exactly how
many pots there were inside because of the
excessive fragmentation: Gr8; 12-13; 15; 22; 64; 75; 85); 14
12
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From the total amount, 10 pits have been covered
with “tops” on the superior part (Gr13-14; 17; 23; 37; 41;
66; 75; 86-87); 3 pits were covered both on superior and
interior parts (Gr80; 82-83) and 4 pits have covers on
the bottom (Gr78; 81; 85; 88). This covers are made of

medium seized river rocks or river rocks mixed
with archeological materials (pottery and bones or
only bones, or only pottery). Totally, there are 17
pits with covers, that means approximately 30%
(Luca et al 2012, fig. 13, 24, photo 20, 28, 36).

Photo 2. Cristian I (Sibiu County, Romania). General view of the pit holes sanctuary during the
processing of the archeological features (East-West view).
(Gr72), 0,80 m (Gr88), 0,81 m (Gr67), 0,82 m (Gr8283), 0,89 m (Gr80), 1,00 m (Gr22; 36; 41-42; 86), 1,05 m
(Gr58; 75; 78-79), 1,10 m (Gr59; 61; 81; 85; 87), 1,12 m
(Gr74), 1,18 m (Gr9, 13; 15), 1,20 m (Gr60; 73), 1,30 m
(Gr35; 43; 84), 1,32 m (Gr76), 1,35 m (Gr17), 1,37 m
(Gr62), 1,40 m (Gr65; 68; 70-71), 1,45 m (Gr66), 1,46 m
(Gr37), 1,50 m (Gr8; 11), 1,52 m (Gr14), 1,54 m
(Gr69), 1,70 m (Gr38) and 1,90 m (Gr63-64). The
general depth of the pits is quite stochastic, due to
the fact that the ground were their preparation
started in the ancient period certainly wasn’t
started from the same topographic level, the
ground being a subsided one.

The pits have a rectangular shape (6 – Gr8; 13; 15; 7677; 79; Luca et al 2012, fig. 13; photo 16-17, 38-39),
circular shape (35 – Gr14; 17; 35-36; 38-39; 41-43; 58-66; 68; 7075; 78; 80-88; Luca et al 2012, fig. 15, 17-19, 21-24;
photo 19-20, 29-31, 33-36, 40) or an ovoid one (7
– Gr9; 11-12; 22; 37; 67; 69; Luca et al 2012, fig. 11-12,
20; photo 14-15, 26, 28, 32).
The depth registered at the configuration of the pit
holes is 1.40 m (Gr80) 1,45 m (Gr11-15; 17; 22; 35-39; 41-43;
59-62; 65; 68; 70-71; 73-79; 81-88), 1,50 m (Gr8; 72), 1,80 m
(Gr58; 63-64; 66-67; 69) or 1,90 m (Gr9) and the
maximum depth – at the configuration – is of 0,37
m (Gr77), 0,45 m (Gr39),0,70 m (Gr12), 0,73 m

Plan 2. Cristian I (Sibiu County, România). General view of the pits sanctuary.
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The shape of the ancient excavated pit is:
cylindrical (Gr12; 15; 22; 36; 38; 43; 58; 60-62; 70-71; 73; 75; 78; 81;
83-86; Luca et al 2012, fig. 18, 23, 26, 29-30) or
thronconical (Gr8; 11; 14; 17; 35; 39; 41-42; 59; 63-69; 72; 74; 76-77;
79-80; 82; 87-88; Luca et al 2012, fig. 15, 17, 19-21, 24;
photo 20, 32, 34-35, 39-40). Extremely rare
appeared the excavation steps (Gr9; 13; 37; 74; Luca et
al 2012, fig. 11, 13, 22; photo 14, 16, 28), pile

holes (Gr012; Luca et al 2012, fig. 12) and kilns on
the bottom of the hole (Gr64). All the observations
made above indicates the existence of certain types
of digging tools, that allowed this communities to
obtain several shapes and excavations depths,
typologically limited, which is in fact expected for
this chronological moment.

Table 1. The main characters of the pits composing the sanctuary
Nr.
crt.

Nr. gr.

Cylindrical

Thronconical

In steps

1.

8

2.

9

3.

11

4.

12

5.

13

X

Irregular (quadrangle). Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.18 m from
configuration.

6.

14

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.52 m from configuration.

7.

15

8.

17

9.

22

10.

35

11.

36

12.

37

13.

38

14.

39

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -0.45 m from configuration.

15.

41

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1 m from configuration.

16.

42

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1 m from configuration.

17.

43

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.30 m from configuration.

18.

58

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.80 m. Bottom at -1.05 m from configuration.

19.

59

20.

60

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.20 m from configuration.

21.

61

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.10 m from configuration.

X

Other characteristics

Irregular (quadrangle), elongated towards North. Depth at configuration -1.50 m. Bottom
at -1.50 m from configuration.
X

X

Ovoid. Depth at configuration -1.90 m. Bottom at -3.08 m from configuration.
Ovoid. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.50 m from configuration.

X

Ovoid. Post hole in the middle? Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -0.70 m from
configuration.

X

Irregular (quadrangle). Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.18 m from
configuration.
X (sligltly
obliqual
walls)

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.35 m from configuration.

X

Ovoid. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1 m from configuration.
X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.30 m from configuration.

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1 m from configuration.
X

X

Ovoid. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.46 m from configuration.
Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.70 m from configuration. The
inferior part is being expanded considering the manhole.

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.10 m from configuration.
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22.

62

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.37 m from configuration.

23.

63

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.80 m. Bottom at -1.90 m from configuration.

24.

64

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.80 m. Bottom at -1.90 m from configuration. Kiln on
the bottom of the hole.

25.

65

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.40 m from configuration.

26.

66

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.80 m. Bottom at -1.45 m from configuration.

27.

67

X

Ovoid. Depth at configuration -1.80 m. Bottom at -0.81 m from configuration.

28.

68

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.40 m from configuration.

29.

69

X

Ovoid. Depth at configuration -1.80 m. Bottom at -1.54 m from configuration.

30.

70

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.40 m from configuration.

31.

71

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.40 m from configuration.

32.

72

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.50 m. Bottom at -0.73 m from configuration.

33.

73

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1,45 m. Bottom at -1,20 m from configuration.

34.

74

35.

75

36.

76

X

Rectangular with rounded angles. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.32 m
from configuration.

37.

77

X

Quadrilateral. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -0.37 m from configuration.

38.

78

39.

79

X

Quadrilateral, circular towards bottom. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.05
m from configuration.

40.

80

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.40 m. Bottom at -0.89 m from configuration.

41.

81

42.

82

43.

83

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -0.82 m from configuration.

44.

84

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.30 m from configuration.

45.

85

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.10 m from configuration.

46.

86

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.00 m from configuration.

47.

87

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.10 m from configuration.

48.

88

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -0.80 m from configuration.

X
X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1,45 m. Bottom at -1,12 m from configuration.
Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.05 m from configuration.

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.05 m from configuration.

X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -1.10 m from configuration.
X

Circular. Depth at configuration -1.45 m. Bottom at -0.82 m from configuration.
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Graphic 1. Cristian I (Sibiu, Romania). Graphic concerning the pits shapes: with red thronconical, with
blue cylindrical, with green “in steps”.

12-13; 15; 22; 64; 75; 85),

14 have one pot inside (Gr36-38; 418 have 2 pots inside (Gr11;
17; 35; 43; 59; 68; 74; 83), 2 have 3 pots inside (Gr9; 69) and
2 have 4 pots inside (Gr14; 66).

In what concerns the shape of the pits study
indicates a predomination of thronconical ones,
with 52%, closely followed by cylindrical (44%),
while only 4% represents the pits excavated “in
steps”.

42; 58; 60-61; 63; 65; 67; 72-73; 80),

Studying Fig. 1 one can notice that the pits without
any pots are disposed approximately on the edge of
the sanctuary and some of them – only a few – on
the central part. We can meditate at the possibility
of existence of type of fencing system or even
roofing system for this area (for example, Gr12
maintained remains of a post in the middle; it is
possible that some of the “tops” have this role, but
also the very deep cylindrical pits).

The observations made on the archeological field
indicates the fact that 14 pits have no inventory
(Gr39; 62; 70-71; 77-79; 81-82; 84; 86-88), 8 have minimum one
pot but we can’t be sure how many they were
inside because of the excessive fragmentation (Gr8;
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Fig. 1. Cristian I (Sibiu County, Romania). The display of the pits inside the sanctuary, according to the
number of pots. With red the pit holes without inventory, with green the ones with one pot (?), with blue
the ones with one pot, with orange the ones with 2 pots, with brown the ones with 3 pots and with pink
the ones with 4 pots.
Table 2. The situation of the pots display inside the pit holes composing the sanctuary
Current
number
1.

Pit number

No inventory

39

X

2.

62

X

3.

70

X

4.

71

X

5.

76

X

6.

77

X

7.

78

X

8.

79

X

9.

81

X

10.

82

X

11.

84

X

12.

86

X

13.

87

X

14.

88

X

1 pot ?

1 pot

17
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3 pots
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15.

8

X

16.

12

X

17.

13

X

18.

15

X

19.

22

X

20.

64

X

21.

75

X

22.

85

X

23.

36

X

24.

37

X

25.

38

X

26.

41

X

27.

42

X

28.

58

X

29.

60

X

30.

61

X

31.

63

X

32.

65

X

33.

67

X

34.

72

X

35.

73

X

36.

80

X

37.

11

X

38.

17

X

39.

35

X

40.

43

X

41.

59

X

42.

68

X

43.

74

X

44.

83

X

45.

9

X

46.

69

X

47.

14

X

48.

66

X
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Graphic 2. Cristian I (Sibiu, Romania). The distribution of the pots inside the pits.
The statistics regarding the distribution of the pots
photo 20, 35, 40) and the ones where it couldn’t be
inside the pits indicates an equal percentage
established the exact number of pots due to the
fragmentation. With 4% each, there are the pits
between the pith holes with 1 pot (fig. 3; photo 3,
5-6; example: Luca et al 2012, fig. 11, photo 16,
with 3 pots (example: Luca et al 2012, photo 14)
32) and the pits without any inventory. In the next
and 4 pots (photo 7-10; example: Luca et al 2012,
category, also equal as percentages – 17%, there
photo 31).
are the pits with 2 pots (example: Luca et al 2012,
Table 3. The position of the “tops” toward the depth profile of the sanctuary’s pits
Current
number
1.

Pit number

“Tops” on the superior side

13 (with archeological
inventory)

X

2.

14 (with archeological
inventory)

X

3.

17 (with archeological
inventory)

X

4.

23 (with archeological
inventory)

X

5.

37 (with archeological
inventory)

X

6.

41 (with archeological
inventory)

X

7.

66 (with archeological
inventory)

X

8.

75 (with archeological
inventory)

X

9.

86

X

10.

87

X

11.

80 (with archeological

„“Tops” on the superior side and bottom

X
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inventory)
12.

82

X

13.

83 (with archeological
inventory)

X

14.

72 (with archeological
inventory)

X

15.

81

X

16.

85 (with archeological
inventory)

X

17.

88

X

Graphic 3. Cristian I (Sibiu County, Romania). With blue “tops” on the superior side, with green “tops”
on the bottom, with red “tops” on the superior side and bottom.
The “tops” made of river stones are created in
proportion of 59% on the superior side of the pit,

23% on the bottom and 18% both on the superior
side and bottom.

Table 4. Pits with “offering mix”.
Current
Number
1.

Pit number

Description

8

Handmade pottery, fragmented, unprocessed animal bones.

2.

12

Inside the pit there are only a few ceramic fragments, unprocessed animal bones and stones.

3.

15

The pits’ filling is made of black soil inside which there are ceramic fragments, unprocessed animal bones
flint and isolated stones.

4.

22

Inside there are only a few archeological materials – animal bones remains.

5.

64

Inside were discovered ceramic fragments and a fragment of fossil unprocessed shell.

6.

66

This feature was “sealed” with a “top” made of river stones. Inside there were also discovered sporadic
ceramic fragments and unprocessed animal bones.
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Table 5. Pits with offerings.
Current
Number
1.

Pit number

Short description of the offering

13

At -0.42 m depth towards the “top” was discovered a deer horn without any processing marks.

2.

14

The pit was “sealed” in the superior side with a “top” made of river stones and bone remains of a large sized
animals.

3.

17

The pit seems to be “sealed” with coat made of river stones, under which there are large sized animal bones.
Inside the stone coat a mill was discovered.

4.

37

At -0.90 m from the configuration a group (“top”) made of river stones, ceramic fragments, animal bones
and a cattle horn.

5.

58

On the bottom it was discovered an entire pot with two mouths, preserved in a very good condition (on its
sides there were remains of paint). There were also discovered fragmented pottery, animal bones, a weight
for fishing net / idol and river stones.

6.

64

Inside there were the remains of a fossilized shell, unprocessed.

7.

75

In the superior part, at configuration depth, the horns of Boss primigenius were discovered, along with other
large sized animal bones, river stones and ceramic fragments (“top”).

perhaps due to the surface salt mines that are
located here.

Preliminary data concerning the sanctuary
At this moment we consider this sanctuary to be a
consecration place (a new “religious model” placed
by the Neolithic community in front of the
Mesolithic “religious model), but also a “lesson”
for the Mesolithic people, a new way of behavior
showing the superiority of the new communities
through superior methods – including architectural,
but not only – of “covering” the geographical and
mental space.

Case study. Pit Gr58.
The positioning of this pit towards the top of the
sanctuary structure, on its central axis, reveals
from the beginning its importance. The shape and
the deepness of the pit do not offer many data,
thought (Fig. 3; Photo 4). Its importance could be
observed when studying the display of the feature
inside the pit sanctuary. When observing Plan 1
and Fig. 1 we can notice that the pit is orientated
towards the “top” of the sanctuary (a position
contextually privileged). The feature reveals its
special porpoise when observing its content: a
single pot (Photo 3; Fig. 2) of a shaped
unprecedented in the époque, presenting two
purring holes and pairs of buttons on the maximal
proximity of the belly; the pot is made in the
manner with the other pots discovered in the
sanctuary when consider its structure, temper and
burning. The importance of the discovery increases
even more when studying the remains of pot’s
content (a black colour crust on the bottom of the
recipient, spread on the inferior half of it). The
constitutive chemical elements of the crust present
all necessary data to be acknowledged as a paintlike mixture, as shown by the analysis run at the
“Valahia” University from Târgovişte, under the
supervision of Rodica Ion, researcher. If the cross
analysis confirms this hypothesis it could be the
first mixture of this kind discovered and confirmed
as such in the Danube River area. All the more so,
these elements emphasize the importance of the

To this idea leads us to the organization of the pit
holes into a triangle having the larger base
orientated towards South-East (the place they came
from?) and the high angle towards North-West
(their aim?); the existence of the pits without
inventory excavated in such manner that indicates
that inside were undergrounded the sanctuary’s
signaling posts – almost all of them were made at
the edge of the pit camp; the existence of “tops”
made of river stones – which covered, in all
probability, wooden tops; the shape register very
reduced in typology; the almost identical structure
of the pots; the concentration of the pits with pots
towards the central axis; the existence of offerings
and the existence of deposits other than pottery (an
example for offerings: Luca et al 2012, Photo 1617, 28, 36).
In the end, we consider that the sanctuary was
founded and functioned for serving several
communities in this area. We have to mention that
in the South-West and West part of Transylvania
existed many Early Neolithic communities,

21

Brukenthal. Acta Musei, VIII. 1, 2013
Sabin Adrian Luca, Florentina Marţiş, Anamaria Tudorie, Adrian Luca

pot for the Early Neolithic communities living

here.

Photo 3. Cristian I (Sibiu County, Romania). Pit
Gr58. Pot.

Fig. 2. Cristian I (Sibiu County, Romania). Pit Gr58.
Pot.

Fig. 3. Cristian I (Sibiu County, Romania). Pit Gr58.
Dawing.

Photo. 4. Cristian I (Sibiu County, Romania). Pit
Gr58.

Pottery analysis
Shapes

perforated handles displayed at the maximum are
of belly’s expansion. Sometimes this handles are
being perforated horizontally (most of the cases),
other times vertically. The pots were made
separately for each digging in separately. This is
how can be explained the small differences
between the pots (neck, pot verticality, the display
of handles perforation, temper, burning).

While analyzing the shapes of the pottery
discovered inside the sanctuary’s pits we have
noticed an amazing typological “poorness”. The
pots are all most identical, with rare deviations. We
could say that they are amphoraets, with short
cylindrical neck, a preeminent belly and four
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Photo 5. Cristian I (Sibiu County, România). Pit
Gr9. Pot.

Photo 6. Cristian I (Sibiu County, România). Pit
Gr11. Pot.

Photo 7. Cristian I (Sibiu County, România). Pit
Gr14. Pot.

Photo 8. Cristian I (Sibiu County, România). Pit
Gr14. Pot.

Photo 9. Cristian I (Sibiu County, România). Pit
Gr14. Pot.

Photo 10. Cristian I (Sibiu County, România). Pit
Gr14. Pot.

The handout chosen for exemplification in Photo 5
composes one pot from Gr9 and Gr11 and four pots
from Gr14.
Structure
The aspect of the pots discovered in the sanctuary
from Cristian I is a unitary one, in what concerns

the morphological aspect, but also the fabrication
techniques (colours, temper, surface treatment,
burning).
From the morphological point of view, the pot
from the ritual area provided a new series of pot
shapes for our typological catalogue, an add-on to
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the one made by Zoia Maxim (Maxim 1999, 3137). Under the codes LD, LE, LK, LM, LN, LO
and ZA there have been registered the new shapes.
The last code, ZA, represent a series end, because
is being represented by the pot with two mouths, a

unique discovery in Romania for this period. The
pots registered under the codes LK, LM, LN and
LO each and every one presents 4 handles,
perforated either vertically or horizontally.

Fig. 4. Pot shapes identified in the sanctary from Cristian I, Sibiu County, Romania.
The analysis of fabrication techniques indicates the
presence of Early Neolithic specific elements: the
use of organic material for temper (in each and
every case studied, of course the chaff was
combined with other elements) and the light colour
of the pottery, an aspect closely related to the way
this pottery was burned. The coloures varied from
whitish-coffee (the most common) to coffee-like,
light brown, reddish-brown and brown with
burning spots.

similar to the ones from Gura Baciului I (in a more
evolved stage). Such a horizon it is only supposed
to exist because at Gura Baciului there are some
materials, but not coming from doubtless features
(Lazarovici 1977, 34; Lazarovici 1984, 55;
Lazarovici 2005, 23-78). The characteristics of this
horizon couldn’t be stated very well due to the lack
of secure data from the earliest features from Gura
Baciului, Ocna Sibiului, Cârcea (Lazarovici 1984,
53).

Most of the pots presented and mixture made of
chaff and sand, but there are also some exceptions.
There were pots having a higher quantity of sand
and smaller of chaff (one case), chaff and large
sized grain (four cases), chaff, sand and potshards
(two cases) and large chopped chaff and sand (one
case).

SC IB stage (Luca et al 2011). The Protosesklo
type pottery, but also the shapes like Frühkeramik,
the high quality and well polished pottery, the
polish with a metallic shine, temper represented by
chaff and sand, red coloured, black, yellowish, not
such a high burning temperature. The aspect of the
unpainted pottery is monochrome. The shapes are
globular. The painting is made with white colour,
simple motifs, spots, rows, angles (Lazarovici
1977, 34; Lazarovici 1979, 40; Lazarovici 1984,
55-56). To this phase can be attributed the
discoveries from Gura Baciului B2A, B1
(Lazarovici, Maxim 1995); Cârcea I (Lazarovici
1977, 34; Lazarovici 1979, 40; Lazarovici 2005, p.
23-78.); Ocna Sibiului I (Paul 1989), Miercurea
Sibiului-Petriş, level Ia: B10; B19 and G26 (Luca et
al 2008, 9).

In what concerns the surface treatment, the
analysis revealed a smoothed surface and in some
cases it could be nottice the presence of the slip,
which had peeled off.
About the chronological and evolutional
framing of the sanctuary
Without any doubt the sanctuary is dated in the
first phase of Starčevo-Criş cultural complex, right
at its begging, as it was defined by Gheorghe
Lazarovici’s chronological system for Banat,
Serbia, Transylvania, Oltenia. Following there are
some observations:

SC IC stage (Luca et al 2011). The shapes: there is
an increase of the number of large pots, while the
number of the globular ones is being reduced, the
pot is being flattened, having a cylindrical neck,
the cup has slightly bithronconical sides. The
ornamentations made by nail is more frequently
used, in so called impresso style, the temper used

SC IA is the first migration horizon, the one that
“gave birth” to the neolithisation process. This
moment is being characterized by monochrome,
well polished and well burned pottery and shapes
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for common pottery is chaff and for the fine or
semifine one is small grained sand, the white
painting is being maintained, the spots are being
organized in triangles, rhombs and combinations of
rows and dots motifs. As a characteristic for this
period is the so called solid style painting (dots on
rows), dots painted with dark colours, rows in
waves (Lazarovici 1984, 58). To this phase
corresponds the settlements form Cârcea-Hanuri,
Ocna Sibiului, Grădinile I,
Cuina Turcului,
Verbiţa, Gura Baciului B8 (Lazarovici 1977, 35;
Lazarovici 1979, 41-42; Lazarovici 1984, 55-56);
Foeni-Sălaş (Draşovean 2007, 71); Miercurea
Sibiului-Petriş, level Ib, B17; B20; B1 (Luca et al
2008, 11-12).

Starčevo-Criş
Culture
IA
IB
IC
IIA

Cristian I
I
Hiatus
II
II?

Cristian I, the horizon of the sanctuary formed by
ritual pits is being framed – at least from the
typological-stylistically and technological point of
view – in IA phase (approximately between 7.280
BP and 7.140 BP) and, maybe, IB (approximately
between 7.1480 BP and 7.000 BP) (Cristian I, the
houses and burials horizon). The abandonment of
the site may have occurred – latest – during phase
IB-IIA – approximately between 7.120 and 6.700
BP (Miercurea Sibiului-Petriş – Ib horizon). For
the chronological and cultural successions from the
near-by area should be consulted the evolutionary
scheme from above.
For this moment we are proposing the following
evolutionary comparison for the pits sanctuary
area:

Miercurea Sibiului II

Miercurea SibiuluiPetriş

Şeuşa-La cărarea
morii

I

Ia

I

Ib
Ib ?

I?
?

The preventive archeological researches made on
the 4th Sector of Sibiu – Orăştie highway in the sit
called Cristian I revealed the existence of a
settlement and a sacred / ritual camp – overlapped
– belonging to Early Neolithic, Starčevo-Criş
culture, phase I.

Cerişor-Peştera
Cauce (Cauce Cave)

I
I?

This archeological site’s chronology is the
following one:
Horizon I – the sanctuary composed by the ritual
pits;
Horizon II – the settlement, partially contemporary
with the sanctuary;
Horizon III – the abandonment of the sanctuary
and site.
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Abreviations

ActaMP
ActaTS
AO
Apulum
BAR
BB
BrukAM
Sargetia
SCIV
StudPrae

Acta Musei Porolisenssis, Zalău
Acta Terrae Septemcastrensis, Sibiu
Arhivele Olteniei, Craiova
Apulum. Acta Musei Apulensis, Alba Iulia
British Archaeological Reports, Oxford
Bibliotheca Brukenthal,Muzeul Naţional Brukenthal, Sibiu
Brukenthal. Acta Musei,Muzeul Naţional Brukenthal, Sibiu
Sargetia. Acta Musei Devensis, Deva
Studii şi Comunicări de Istorie Veche (şi Arheologie), Bucureşti
Studia Praehistorica, Sofia
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THE RE-EVALUATION OF SOME ARCHAEOLOGICAL ITEMS DISCOVERED IN CÂLNIC
(ALBA COUNTY)
In memoriam Kurt Horedt

Dragoş DIACONESCU*
Abstract: At the beginning of the XXth century several objects (a copper bracelet, two copper rings, about
80 copper beads, hundreds of marble beads and three pendants made from red-deer canines) were
discovered near Câlnic (Alba county, Romania) and were donated to Brukenthal National Museum (Sibiu,
Romania). In 1947 Kurt Horedt published these artifacts as being a possible funeral inventory to the end
of the Neolithic (Painted Pottery Culture from Transylvania, today known as Petreşti Culture). As long as
the inventory of Brukenthal Museum assigned this discovery to Roman Age and other sources to Early
Bronze Age, the present paper try to underline Kurt Horedt’s opinion and to prove that these objects
belongs to Petreşti culture (considered to be Early Copper Age or Early Eneolithic in Transylvania).
Keywords: Copper Age, Eneolithic, Petreşti culture, red-deer pendants, copper beads, copper bracelet,
marble beads
Rezumat: La începutul secolului al XX-lea mai multe obiecte (o brăţară de cupru, două inele de cupru,
circa 80 mărgele de cupru, mai mult de o suta de mărgele de marmură şi trei pandantive din canini
reziduali de cer, au fost descoperite lângă Câlnic (jud. Alba, România) şi au fost donate Muzeului
Naţional Brukenthal din Sibiu. În 1947 Kurt Horedt publică aceste obiecte ca fiind un posibil inventar
funerar de la sfârşitul neoliticului (cultura cu ceramica pictată din Transilvania, azi numită cultura
Petreşti). Deoarece registrul inventar al Muzeului Naţional Brukenthal atribuie aceste obiecte epocii
romane iar alte surse perioadei timpurii a epocii bronzului, prezentul studiu încearcă să sublinieze opinia
lui Kurt Horedt şi sa demonstreze că aceste artefacte aparţin culturii Petreşti (considerată ca aparţinând
epocii timpurii a cuprului sau eneoliticului timpuriu)
Cuvinte cheie: Epoca Cuprului, Eneolitic, cultura Petreşti, pandantive din canini de cerb, mărgele de
cupru, brăţară de cupru, mărgele de marmură
The current study aims at re-placing into focus an
archaeological discovery that, unfortunately (even
though it was published in the middle of the XXth
century), did not enjoy a special interest, despite
its cultural importance. This situation is also
stressed by the cultural and chronological
classification of the objects that belong to this
discovery in the archaeological collection of
Brukenthal National Museum in Sibiu (Romania).

profession. Without this measure the possibility of
an accurate elaboration and filling in the
museum’s inventory record in accordance to the
legal norms2 that apply, will remain an
unreachable goal.
The archaeology collection of Brukenthal
National Museum also underwent this procedure.
The great volume, as well as the complexity of the
cultural and informational heritage of these
objects led to a subdivision of the entire block into

The museological aspect
In Brukenthal National Museum the action of
handing over the custody of museum collections
to the museographers had been started. This
important act led to a better knowledge of the
collection by the specialized museographer,
whose curator1 he should be by nature of his

specialist, is, according to the Romanian Explanatory
Dictionary "the discipline that deals with the history,
classification, conservation, presentation and popularization
of objects from a museum", we consider the two concepts,
museographer and curator, similar. An additional argument
for the above is that, for example, the term museographer
does not exist in the chart of British Museum, curator being
used.
For
compliance
see:
http://www.britishmuseum.org/about_us/departments/staff.as
px
2
The Order of the Minister of Culture no. 2035 from
18.04.2000, published in the Official Journal on 27.09.2000,
Chapter I in the Annex.

* Muzeul Naţional Brukenthal Sibiu, goshu_d@yahoo.com
1
In the absence of a matching definition of the word in the
Romanian Explanatory Dictionary, we make appeal to the
Oxford Dictionary, where we find the following definition: "a
keeper or a custodian of a museum or other collection".
Taking into account that the definition of museography
(museology), area in which the museographer (curator) is a
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more segments. This is how I was named to take
over the artifacts belonging to the chronological
and cultural segment that starts with Paleolithic
and extends to and includes Middle Copper Age.
This activity met certain difficulties caused by the
big number of objects, by repeated movements of
the collection in time and also by the method of
classification of the items, that were placed in the
deposits by their affiliation to a nowadays
locality.
An aspect that is also important to our study is
that the lack of specialists who could have a direct
contact to these objects, who could supervise and
bring to an end the recording of the patrimony
objects, is noticeable in the archaeology collection
of Brukenthal National Museum.
The recognition of the objects that were recorded
in the inventory of the museum as belonging to
the already mentioned temporal period, as well as
that of the items considered to belong to
”prehistory” (actually a browsing through most of
the archaeological collection) led to the
„identification” of the artifacts that are the subject
of this study.

bibliographical sources provided by the abovementioned work led, inevitably, to the study of
Kurt Horedt from 1949 (Horedt 1949, pp. 304309).
There, we could notice a methodical publishing of
the objects in focus: the integral transcription of
the paper no. 137/1911 (paper that, practically,
introduces through the donation of M. Bazoni in
the patrimony of the museum the objects that
represent the focus of this study)3, a detailed
description of the items (including information
about their dimension) considered to originate
from the same presumed funeral context and the
analysis results conducted on these items.
What is especially interesting is the fact that K.
Horedt assigns these objects to the archaeological
site overlapped by Câlnic locals’ vineyard yards,
site that contained (according to the author) items
belonging to Turdaş culture, Boian A, Painted
Pottery Culture and Early Iron Age - Hallstatt
period (Horedt 1949, 306). According to Kurt
Horedt (Horedt 1949, 304-305.), these objects are,
briefly, the following: a copper bracelet (inv. nr.
10992), a copper spiral pendant (inv. No. 10992),
a ”lot” (approximately 80 pieces) of cylindrical
copper beads (inv. no. 10992) three drilled bear
canines (inv. no. 10991), cylindrical beads made
from ”shell material” (inv. no. 10990), a jasper
arrow head (inv. no. 10992) and a discoid small
serpentine plaque (inv. no. 109954).
The described pieces, excepting the last two,
considered impossible to be related to the others
are presented as a presumptive funeral inventory.
The objects are compared to the discoveries from
Decea Muresului, Ariuşd and post-Tripolje
horizon of Ochre Graves and assigned ”to the
Painted Pottery Culture at the end of Neolithic”,
being considered as eastern (stepic) influences on
the prehistory of Transylvania.
Sadly, this study, excellent for the time when it
was published and still up to date, had an
extremely weak echo in the archaeological
Romanian literature, although it had been written
in Romanian. We quote here the monographic
paper dedicated to Petreşti culture (Paul 1992),
published in 1992, work that does not use the
study at all, even if the the Painted Pottery Culture
from the end of Neolithic is exactly Petreşti
culture. The clearest example is Alba county
Archaeological Repertory, where it states that

The bibliographical aspect
During this process, there were also displayed the
items with the inventory numbers A3956, A3957
and A3958 (a-d) having Câlnic as the place of
discovery and recorded as belonging to the
Roman Age period (see Image 2). The old
inventory numbers (respectively A3956=10990,
A3957=10991, A3958=10992) offered us the
possibility to also rediscover them in the
inventory records
dating from the prenationalization of the Brukenthal Museum, having
as place of discovery Kelling. The dating,
expressed by the use of the abbreviation rom, is
also considered to be in the Roman Age period. A
very important detail is the mention of a toponym
for the discovery place, namely Reichau Weg (see
Image 1). Reichau is one of the German variants
of the name of the current village Răhău (Alba
county); so the place of discovery was considered
to be ”(near) the road to Răhău”.
Consulting, as an immediate logical procedure,
the Archaeological Repertory of Alba county
provided us with a big surprise: those objects, as
well as the one with the old inventory number
10995 (incorrect, the correct one being 10985,
new number A3951) are considered to be,
probably, part of a funeral inventory from the
beginning of the Bronze Age (RepAlba 1995, 8081, no. as. 47.1), although the metallic items from
the discovery are considered to be made of copper
(sic!). The placement of the discovery is also near
the road to Răhău. The verifying of the

3

According to Horedt 1949, p. 305, n. 1, the text in the input
document with the descriptions of the objects belongs to M.
Kimakowicz.
4
Wrong number, error taken in RepAlba 1995, p. 81. Right
number 10985.
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these discoveries belong to the Early Bronze Age
(RepAlba 1995, 81.), even though the study
signed by K. Horedt is quoted. Moreover, to fill
the picture, in the inventory register of Brukenthal
National Museum, as mentioned above, these
artifacts are assigned to the Roman Age (sic!).

beads’ dimension are variable: the diameter is
between 1,2 and 0,4 cm and their thickness is 0,8
to 0,1 cm.
The transcription from the inventory records
offers the following information:
I) Entry act no. 317/1911 (Horedt 1949, 304, n. 1,
object no. 1): Bronzezeitliche Perlen aus
porzellanartiger Masse (auf eine Schnur gereiht
bilden sie eine Reihe von 2 m) = Bronze Age
beads from porcelain-like mass (strung on a string
to form a row of 2 m)
II) The old inventory register: Perlenkette aus
weiβen Kalkstein radförmig kantig geschliffen.
Länge der Kette 1-97 mm; Dicke der einzelnen
Perlen 1-7mm. Durchmesser 6-14 mm= Pearl
necklace from whitewashed limestone honed
wheel-shaped edges. Length of necklace 1-97
mm, thickness of the individual beads 1-7mm.
Diameter of 6-14 mm.
III) The new inventory register: şirag din mărgele
de piatră de var albă; mărgele rotunde şlefuite cu
muchii=string of white limestone beads; round
polished beads with edges.
These items are published by Kurt Horedt as
being manufactured of fossil shells and not of
imported Spondylus shells (Horedt 1949, 304, n.
3).
In order to have a clear image of the raw material,
we took microscope pictures of these objects,
focusing on the fragmented items (see Images 1315). The internal structure of the raw material is
highly visible and clearly shows that it is marble
variety.
2. A3957 (old inventory number 10991): pendants
made of three residual red-deer canine teeth (a
whole piece, two fragmented), which has a green
patina (see Images 5-7) resulting from the contact
with copper pieces.
Here are the descriptions of these three pieces:
I) Entry act no. 317/1911 (Horedt 1949, 304, n. 1,
object no. 5): durchbohrte Eckzähne von Hirsch,
teilweise grün gefärbt= pierced canine teeth of
deer, partially coloured in green.
II) The old inventory register: 3 Stück Perlen aus
Stein geschliffen in Tropfenform mit kleinen
runden Bohrlöchern die an zweien ausgebrochen
sind. Länge:1,9 cm = 3 pieces beads cut from
stone in round shape with small round holes
which broke in two. Length: 1.9 cm.
III) The new inventory register: trei mărgele
şlefuite din piatră în formă de picături, cu găurele
strâmte, rotunde. La două dintre ele găurele (sic!)
sunt deteriorate= three polished stone beads in the
form of drops with tight round small holes. Two
of these small holes are damaged.

Discovery’s localization
Regarding the place of discovery of these objects,
information are succinct, clear and adequate to
allow the localization of the site from which they
come. According to the inventory register, the
place of discovery is” the road to Răhău”.
According to K. Horedt the items were found in
the vineyard of M. Bazoni (Horedt 1949, 304),
that is near the road to Răhău. The vineyards of
Câlnic village are situated on a hill called Dealul
viilor (Vineyard’s Hill), place at approximate one
km west from the village main road (that has a
NE-SV direction). The archaeological site that
provided the Neolithic materials (Horedt 1949,
306), called In vii (Into the vineyards ) (Paul 1992,
139, no. as. 17; Pop-Breazu 1998, 37.), is placed
on the South-East side of the hill (Pop-Breazu
1998, 37), actually a terrace of the seasonal creek
that flows parallel to the road that connects Câlnic
to Dumbrava and Răhău. From this road, at
approximate 300 m from the last houses in Câlnic,
very close to the Neolithic site, there is a
crossroad with a country road that directly
connects Câlnic to Răhău. The GPS coordinates
for this site are 45º53´26´´N, 23º38´43´´E (see
Map 1).
Discovery’s description
The paper of introduction in the museum no.
137/1911 comprises the description of several
items, later recorded under the inventory numbers
10967-10992 (the new number being A3935A3958). Excepting the objects analyzed in the
following lines, it concerns Neolithic vessels and
sherds (Turdaş and Petreşti cultures), a fragment
of modern brick, a sherd belonging to early
Middle Age, a natural quartzite boulder and a
Roman Age brick.
1. A3956 (old inventory number 10990): 856
marble beads, cylindrical and discoidal (12 as
separate items, 8 caught in the corrosion products
of the tubular copper beads5, registered under the
number A3958a and 836 being nowadays put on a
string) (Image 12) and 57 beads fragments. Some
of the objects have green stains on them, because
of their direct contact to the copper items. The
weight of the string of beads is 171,24 g. These
5

See Image 10 in the present study. Situation also reported in
Hăbăşeşti (see Dumitrescu et al 1954, 440).
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Knowing well enough the discoveries of Late
Neolithic and Early Copper Age period in the
Carpathian Basin, we considered from the
beginning that Kurt Horedt's opinion that we can
speak about bear canines as a wrong one. The
only problem left to discuss was whether the
objects were manufactured from real red-deer
canines or they were copies of such ornaments.
Dr. Georgeta ElSusi and dr. Corneliu Beldiman6
have confirmed that they are actual residual reddeer canines, processed to be turned into
pendants. The technological aspects of processing
these three items were addressed by dr. DianaMaria Sztancs.

(apical) part of the
tooth
Perforations
diameter

3,7/3

1

6

6,6/5

4/3,5

3. A 3958a (old inventory number 10992a):
tubular copper beads (70 pieces, many "welded"
together or to the marble beads by the corrosion
products) (Image 8, 9, 10). The metallographic
analysis7 conducted on one of these pieces (see
Image 11) revealed that it is made of copper8. The
weight of the item is 0.14 g. The weight of the
“independent” copper beads (Figure 8, 9) is 19.07
g.
I) Entry act no. 317/1911 (Horedt 1949, 304, n. 1,
object no. 4): 80 kleine Bronzeperlen wovon viele
durch Oxyd aneinanderhaften=80 small bronze
beads many of which adhere to one another by
oxydation.
II) The old inventory register: Bronzeperlen
verrostet und zusammen gebenden, zum teil mit
Steinperlen. Durchmesser: 5mm; Dicke: 3-5mm=
Corodated bronze pearls partly bound together
with stone beads. Diameter: 5mm, thickness: 35mm.
III) The new inventory register: mărgele din bronz
ruginite (sic!) şi lipite laolaltă în parte cu mărgele
din piatră=rusty (sic!) bronze beads partially
glued together with stone beads.
4. A 3958b (former inventory number 10992b):
three pieces of copper wire, flattened. Weight:
1.05 g The entire object is considered by K.
Horedt as spiral pendant (Horedt 1949, 304,
object no. 2).
I) Entry act no. 317/1911 (Horedt 1949, 304, n 1,
object no. 3): 2 Bronzefingerringe=2 bronze
finger-rings
II) The old inventory register: 3 Stück Teile von
Bronze Spiralen in Groβe eines der
Fingerringes=3 piece item of bronze spirals the
size of a finger-ring
III) The new inventory register: trei fragmente de
spirale din bronz de mărimea unui inel=three
fragments of bronze ring-sized spirals

Technological aspects of pendants made of reddeer residual canines (dr. Diana-Maria Sztancs)
The red-deer residual canines discovered at
Câlnic- În Vii, belong to type III A2c from the
typological list published by C. Beldiman
(Beldiman 2007, 75). They are drilled in the
proximal (apical) part of the tooth. One of them
(CLV 1, right canine) is integer and two (CLV 2,
left canine, CLV 3, right canine) are broken at the
perforation after their use. The chain of
technological operations for such artifacts is
cutting and "shaping" stage. The extraction of the
tooth from the maxillary represents the cutting
stage. The manufacturing stage consists of drilling
the teeth. To obtain a thinner part (flatter) of the
area of perforation, the apical part of the canines
was subjected to abrasion operations. The next
technological step was drilling itself, done by
rotation. The perforation’s form shows that this
action has been taken on both sides of the tooth
(lingual and buccal); this way the perforations are
bilateral, symmetrical and slightly oval. They are
conveniently located on the proximal part of the
artifacts. The object that we identified as CLV 1
had been remanufactured. The artifact retains one
third of the circumference (5.3 mm diameter). At
this stage the proximal part was re-processed in
order to obtain a new drill. The second resulting
hole was smaller in diameter and has an oval
shape.
As traces of use chipping and polishing of the
perforation, as well as the distal (coronary) part of
canines were identified.
The morphometry of the items (mm):
CLV 1 CLV 2 CLV 3
Overall length
16,6
Length
16,3
14,9
The proximal
7,6/1,6 10,2/3, 10,3/3,

Regarding this object, the act from 1911 states
that there are two pieces of this type, considered
rings. K. Horedt refers to only one piece,
mentioning that the second could not be found. It
is again him the one who published the remaining
7

The metallographic analyzes on the metal objects from this
discovery were conducted in Cluj-Napoca, in the Laboratory
of the Institute for interdisciplinary research in Bio-nanosciences. The publication of the results will be done together
with those who have carried out the analyzes in a separate
study devoted solely to this subject.
8
Similar opinion in Horedt 1949, p. 304 and n. 3.

6

We give thanks by this means also to the two researchers
for the kindness with which they have carried the
determination.
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piece as a whole object that is "slightly folded in
saddle-shape and with overlapping ends" (Horedt
1949, 304, object no. 2). In the old inventory
record this object is mentioned as being split into
3 parts, fact that is noticeable even today. The
analysis of the three fragments gave us no clear
evidence about the bend mentioned and
graphically represented (Horedt 1949, 304, fig.
1/2) see Image 4/e. The piece illustrated by us in
Image 4/a presents a bending, but it is a
mechanical deformation occurred after the
manufacture and deposition of the object
(products of corrosion are missing in the bending
area). We have also tried a graphic reconstitution
(see Image 4/d) of the original object, so that we
can compare it to the item published by K.
Horedt. Thus, we believe that this artifact is a
spiral ring, a common object type, as we shall
present below, for the Copper Age in the
Carpathian Basin and the Black Sea area. The
weight of this item: 1.05 g.
5. A3958c (old inventory number 10992c) flake
of silex, triangular in section showing natural
cortex on one side (Image 16).
I) Entry act no. 317/1911 (After Horedt 1949,
304, n. 1, object no. 6): Pfeilspitze aus
Hornstein=arrowhead from flint
II) The old inventory register: Steinschaber mit
einer scharfen Kante. Lang: 3.2 cm= stone scraper
with a sharp edge. Lenght: 3.2 cm
III) The new inventory register: răzuitoare din
piatră cu tăiş ascuţit=sharp edged stone scraper
The small size of the object, as well as the lack of
retouches on the sharp edge, alleged to have been
active in the case of an intended functionality as
scraper, make us consider that we are not dealing
with this type of tool. The other proposed
functionality, that of an arrowhead (Horedt 1949,
305, n. 1, object no. 6), seems even more remote
from reality. We believe that we are dealing with
a flake of silex, one of the pieces from the batch
donated by Bazoni that was only by fortune
registered under the inventory number 10992c,
thus "connected" to the other discoveries with
which we are dealing in these paper (Horedt 1949
305-306) 9.
6. A3958d (former inventory number 10992d):
open copper bracelet10 made of thick copper wire

of 5.2 mm diameter (Image 3). The margins of the
item end slightly convex. The piece’s weight is
25.30 g. Metallographic analysis revealed as raw
material copper.
I) Entry act no. 317/1911 (After Horedt 1949,
304, n. 1, object no. 2): Bronzearmring= Bronze
bracelet
II) The old inventory register11: Armring aus
Bronze. Dicke: 5mm; Durchmesser: 5-7cm=
bracelet made of bronze. Thickness: 5mm,
diameter: 5-7cm
III) The new inventory record: brăţară din bronz
=bronze bracelet
Chronological and cultural framing
This aspect will also approach each object
separately, at the end trying to establish which are
the chronological and cultural affiliations for the
items as a whole.
1. A 3956: discoidal and cylindrical marble beads.
Analogies for this type of objects are multiple.
Given the fact that marble and limestone are two
related rocks (marble being metamorphosed
limestone) we also took into account while
searching for analogies the objects of the same
morphological type made of limestone. Thus
similar pieces, processed from marble, occur in
Dikili Tash (attributed to the Late Neolithic phase
II (Karali-Yannacopoulos 1992, 162, pl. 207/d;
http://www.dikilitash.fr/content_en/chronologie/n
eolithique/neo_parures_perles.htm). At PolgárCsőszhalom-dűlő one can notice (in Late
Neolithic of Tisza plain) the occurrence of this
type of object in funeral context also in the
features F196, F362, F70, F138, F226, F213 and
F105 (Raczky et alii 1997, 173, no. as. V/7, 8, 9,
10, 11, 13, 16, 18, 19, 26). At Bodrogszadány, in
grave no. 12 belonging to Tisza culture, discoidal
limestone beads were found in association with
the ones made of Spondylus (Bánffy 2008, 164,
fig. 3). In the same cultural and chronological
horizon fall also the pieces of limestone at
Kisköre-Damm from the graves 1, 2, 4, 9, 28 and
36 (Korek 1989, 39-41, 43, 44, Taf. 31/1, 3; Taf.
33/1, 2; Taf. 35/4; Taf. 40), PusztataskonyLedence grave F65/85 (Raczky-Anders 2010, 193,
fig. 2/3), Tápé-Lebő (Bognár-Kutzián 1972, 87,
pl. LXVIII/1) or, in Lengyel cultural environment,
at Zengővárkony (Dombay 1939, 82, pl. IV/2025, XIX/20-39)12. It is also worth mentioning the
presence of such objects in the grave M8 from

9
Kurt Horedt considers that this piece, together with the
object with inventory number 10985 (the round serpentine
plaque) are only theoretically related to the other items
published, opinion to which we subscribe.
10
C.1.3 type in Mareş 2002 or C3 type in Bognár-Kutzián
1972. The analyzes on metal objects from this discovery were
conducted in Cluj-Napoca, in the Laboratory of the Institute
for interdisciplinary research in Bio-nano-sciences (see n. 21
above).

11

On this way, I offer many thanks to my colleague from
Brukenthal National Museum, Ms. Raluca Frîncu, who help
me a lot to “decipher” the awful hand-writing from the old
inventory register.
12
In graves 9, 76, 77.
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Urziceni-Vamă, feature regarded as belonging to
Pişcolt culture, middle phase (Astaloş-Virag
2006-2007, 80, pl. III/2 (1, 2)13. In the same
category of limestone or marble beads can also
fall the objects from Çatalhöyük, given their white
colour (McDermott 2001, 60 -unspecified level,
the dating being in VI millennium BC-; Farid
2007a, 324, fig. 8.32 -funeral inventory, feature
F417 from the VII level). The feature F.464, an
inhumation grave in building 6 (level VIII)
researched in the same site, contained as funeral
inventory two bracelets of cylindrical beads made
of white, blue and black stone, as well as an
anklet made of bone imitations of the pendants
usually manufactured from red-deer canines
(Farid 2007, 261-262, fig. 7.19). However at
Çatalhöyük this type of beads (discoidal and
cylindrical) were found in large numbers
(Hamilton 2005, 326, Table 14.1, types 1, 2, 21;
also see Mellaart 1967, fig. 103, 104), levels VII
and VIII abounding in a considerable number of
such findings (Hamilton 2005, 328, Table 14.2),
the prevailing raw material clearly being
limestone or impure marble (Hamilton 2005,
326). At Hăbăşeşti (in the deposition of dwelling
21, attributed to phase Cucuteni A3 (Dumitrescu
1963, 73)14 nine limestone beads were found
(Dumitrescu et alii 1954, 440, fig. 41/6, pl.
CXXIV/5). At Brad in Cucuteni A level of the
settlement La stâncă, a hoard containing also two
white marble beads was found (Ursachi 1991,
341, object no. 11, pl. IV/6). The inventory of the
grave from Hotoan consists of a marble bead
necklace (Iercoşan 2002, 159, p. 109/1-25)15. At
Giurgiuleşti this type of limestone beads appears
in graves 2, 3 and 4 (Dergačev 2002, 19, 20, Taf.
11/16-41, 12/28, 53, 75, 116, 140, 153;

Govedarica 2004, 90, 92, 94, 98, Taf. 12/3, Taf.
16/3, 4). In the settlement belonging to Sălcuţa
culture from Cuptoare, in level b, a string of
discoid beads of marble, but also of Spondylus
was identified (Radu 2002, 169-170, pl. 15/8).
Beads of this type, made of marble or crystalline
limestone are one of the characteristics of the
Copper Age necropolis at Basatanya, being
present in the form of long strings. They were
found in graves belonging to Tiszapolgár culture
(graves no. 4, 6, 8, 9, 11, 18, 21, 24, 25, 27, 28,
29, 33, 35, 54, 68, 88) or Bodrogkeresztúr culture
(graves no. 41, 57, 75, 93, 87, 109, 121, 123, 130,
131- (Bognár-Kutzián 1963, 338-344)16. In the
same funeral context of Tiszapolgár culture, these
objects also appear at Polgár-Nagy Kasziba in the
grave F39, being manufactured from limestone
and marble (Raczky et al 1997, 175, no. as. VI/910. Associated with Spondylus beads), or at
Deszk A (Bognár-Kutzián 1972, 23, 24, 25, pl.
XXXII/5, 1. Objects that appear in graves 4, 5, 8,
9 of the necropolis), Deszk B (Bognár-Kutzián
1972, 28, 29, 31, 33, pl. XXXIV/2, in graves 2, 5,
9, 12), Hódmezővásárhely-Szakálhát (BognárKutzián
1972p.
48,
in
grave
1),
Hódmezővásárhely-Népkert
(Bognár-Kutzián
1972, 45, 46, pl. XXXVI, XXXVII; in graves 1, 2
and 3), Hódmezővásárhely-Kotacpart (BognárKutzián 1972, 41; in grave 7), Tiszabábolna
(Hellebrandt-Patay 1977, 44, pl. IV; the objects
are from grave 1) and Hajdúböszörmény (KovácsVáczi 2007, 401, fig. 3/8. Eighteen objects of this
type from the grave 68/72). At the end of
Tiszapolgár culture horizon in the grave from
Csongrád about 80 cylindrical limestone beads
were discovered (Kovács-Váczi 2007, 401, fig.
3/8. Eighteen objects of this type from the grave
68/72).

13

The authors attribute this grave with some probability to
Pişcolt culture (this culture is considered to be part of Middle
Neolithic in North-Western Romania), not excluding the
possibility that it belonged to Bodrogkeresztúr culture (see p.
80 and n. 20 of the study). Since the only certain inventory
objects of this grave are the marble beads discovered in the
skull area, we allow ourselves to advance the hypothesis that
the tomb may belong to Late Neolithic as well (excellent
analogies for those objects can be found at PolgárCsőszhalom-dűlő).
14
He attributes the settlement at Hăbăşeşti to phase A3.
Monah 2003, p. 130 attributes with certainty this deposition
to phase A2, indicating as source Dumitrescu 1963, pp. 70-73
(???). Monah's opinion is also taken up by Beldiman-Sztancs
2008, 94. Enea 2009, 151 assigns the discovery to phase A of
Cucuteni culture.
15
The tomb is attributed-with certain doubts given by the
character of the discovery-to Tiszapolgár culture or
Bodrogkeresztúr culture (see Diaconescu 2009, p. 250). In a
similar situation are the objects from Mindsyent where a
marble bead string was accidentally found on the banks of
Tisza (see Bognár-Kutzián 1972, p. 59, pl. LI/2).

2. A 3957: pendants made from residual red-deer
canines. Type of object that has a long-term
occurrence17 and it is considered even today,
together with the horns, as hunting trophies for
red-deer (Choyke 2009, p. 35). Their occurrence
in situations that convey them a symbolic
character is documented starting from the
Paleolithic (Bánffy 2008, 167) The canines
discover at Rothschilds (Fernández-Jöris 2007,

16

The objects in grave 1 from Gelej can also be attributed to
Bodrogkeresztúr (see Hellebrandt-Patay 1977, p. 48, pl.
XV/1).
17
For a brief, but comprehensive overview of the history and
importance of these objects (manufactured from deer canines
or bone imitations), even from an ethnographical point of
view, see Choyke 2001.
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35)18, Romani (Fernández-Jöris 2007, 35), El
Miron cave (Straus-Morales 2001, 136)19, Lazaret
cave (Valensi-Psathi 2004, 267, Table 3)20, Arene
Candide (Pettitt et al 2003, 15)21, Riparo Mochi
(Stiner 2003, 54, fig. 5/b, c)22, Lagar Velho
(Zilhão 2005, 233)23, Saint-Germain-la-Rivière
(May 1962, 38, Taf. 13/2)24, Barma Grande (May
1962, 58, Taf. 20/1, 2)25, Cavillon cave (May
1962, 50, Taf. 18. 22)26, the abri from Csákvár
(Dobosi 2003, 90, fig. 23) as well as Poiana
Cireşului cave (Cârciumaru et al 2006, 15, fig.
11d)27 and Gura Cheii cave (Cârciumaru et al
2011, 182 and fig. 75)28 (Romania) certify the
presence of this type of item mostly in
Aurignacian and Gravettian. The Mesolithic
provides a good example through the artifacts of
Los Canes cave, discovered in funerary context
(Arias-Garralda 1996, 132)29. At an earlier
absolute chronological horizon in the so called
Pre-Pottery Neolithic from Anatolia, at Aşikli
Höyük, in level 2, as the inventory of a grave
found in KE chamber (Esin 1999, 28, items
AH.92-105a, fig. 11)30 red-deer canine pendants
were also discovered. The site of Çatalhöyük
provides analogies for objects like these (Mellaart
1967, fig. 103)31.

Late Neolithic in Hungary offers many analogies
for this type of objects32. Thus at PolgárCsőszhalom-dűlő in features F111, F362 and F105
(Raczky et al 1997, 173-174, no. as. V/1-2, 7, 26)
perforated red-deer canines are noted. In funerary
context they occur at Polgár –Csőszhalom, level
18, in grave no. 2 and 6 (Bánffy-Bognár Kutzián
2007, 195, 197, 203, 205, fig. 175, 182), at
Bodrogszadány in grave 12 (Bánffy 2008, fig. 3),
at Kisköre-Damm in graves 2, 4, 9, 21, 28, 36
(Korek 1989, Taf. 32/1, 33/7, 9, 10, 35/3, 4, 37,
40), at Aszod in grave 174 (Kalicz 1985, 102,
Abb. 41), at Tápé Lebő in grave 28 (Bognár
Kutzián 1963, 311, n. 590; Bánffy 2008, 166) or
at Hódmezővásárhely-Kökénydomb (Banner 1931,
83, 84, 87, Taf. III/8, 9)33. We also mention here
the similar objects found at Čoka-Kremenjak
(Banner, 1960, 34, pl. LV/4-8, 10-11)34. We also
consider mentioning the pendants found in
Lengyel cultural context at Lengyel (Wosinsky
1896, Tab. XXXVII/1-6; Bognár Kutzián 1963,
311, n 592; Bánffy 2008, 166, n. 15)35, Veszprém
(Regenye 2006, 10, 20. ábra/9)36 and Mórágy
(Zalai-Gaál 1996, 4, no. as. 15, Abb. 5/3; ZalaiGaál 2002, 135, Taf. 94/2)37 as being important.
In Copper Age such objects were discovered on
the present territory of Bulgaria at Zavet
(Todorova-Vajsov 2001, 57, no. as. 200, Taf.
15/200)38 and in the necropolis from Varna
(Todorova-Vajsov 2001, 41, 57, no. as. 48, 199,
Taf. 2/48, 15/199)39, Sava(Todorova-Vajsov
2001)40 and especially Durankulak (TodorovaVajsov 2001 41, 57, no. as. 47, 198, 201, Taf.
2/47, 15/198, 16/201 for objects from graves 643,

18

The discovered object is perforated, fact that determined
the authors to consider it an element of ornament. The dating
of this piece is in Proto-Aurignacian.
19
The red-deer canines from this site also show perforations,
the character of their discovery not being mentioned. The
time framing of the discovery levels is lower-middle
Magdalenian.
20
In this case we can not speak of a symbolic value, the
occurrence of these pieces being documented in archaeozoological terms.
21
Objects belonging to the elements of extremely rich
adornment of the head of the deceased called "Il Principe",
culturally framed in Gravettian
22
Items framed within Upper Paleolithic or Epi-Paleolithic.
23
The objects are linked with the child's grave identified
here, framed in Gravettian.
24
Tomb of woman, with 70 perforated red-deer canines that
formed a necklace. 44 of these pendants are decorated by
incision. The provided dating is in Magdalenian.
25
Objects from the grave 3, discovery 2. They also present
incisions. Dating: Aurignacian.
26
Perforated canines as parts of the head ornaments. Dating:
Aurignacian
27
The piece has perforations and was found in the level
considered Epigravettian II.
28
Perforated object attributed to Gravettian.
29
Three objects are found near the ankle of the deceased in
Structure I; absolute date for this context is 6265 ± 75 BP
(5330-5010 cal. BC). This site is offered as an analogy for
the same object type by Bánffy 2008, n. 20.
30
The items appear associated with rolled copper foil beads.
31
(6 red-deer canines, once part of a bracelet from the tomb
of a woman of the dwelling IX.1). McDermott 2001, p. 60;
Hamilton 2005, p. 326 (the author considers these teeth as
being incisors). Russell 2005, pp. 354-355 discusses the

problem of the frequent use of this type of pendant (bead) in
the whole area of developing of Cervus elaphus, while stating
that the earliest occurrence is in the Pre-XIIc level (see p. 355
and fig. 16.17 of the cited work). That certain level shall be
within the range 7200-7050 cal. BC (cf. Cessford et al 2005,
p. 76, Table 4.2, Fig. 4.3)
32
The frequency of occurrence of this type of element in this
cultural horizon fully justifies the emergence of the study
wrote by Alice Choyke in 2001 (see Choyke 2001).
33
Objects appear in graves 1, 4 and 14. The author calls these
"Wolfzähne" but the published pieces leave no doubt that we
are dealing with residual red-deer canines.
34
Sadly the stratigraphical data for those objects are missing.
35
According to the drawing published by Wosinsky, only the
objects from positions 1-6 present specific morphological
characteristics of residual red-deer canines.
36
Five red-deer canines appear in tomb 7. The graves are
dated in phase IIb Lengyel.
37
The object was found in the tomb 55 together with 37
discoid copper beads and two Spondylus ones.
38
Single piece found in the tell-type settlement.
39
Items found in the grave 3 of the necropolis II.
40
Objects that were probably found in the necropolis here.
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49, 644.)41. At the same chronological horizon it
is indicated the presence of this type of item in the
inventory of the grave 54 from Basatanya (Bognár
Kutzián 1963, p. 311, pl. LXIV/1). In Romania at
the same chronological level we can point out to
the object found at Cuptoare (Radu 2002, p. 170).
Cucuteni culture offers a series of discoveries that
contain this type of object manufactured either
from canine teeth or from morphological replicas
of these anatomic elements, made of bone42.
These findings are at Ariuşd (Sztáncsuj 2005, 95,
no. 17. fig. 7/6-15)43, Hăbăşeşti (Dumitrescu et al
1954, 440, fig. 41/4, pl. CXXIV/6)44, Brad
(Ursachi 1991 pp. 340-341, pl. VI-XIII,
Beldiman-Sztancs 2008, 92-93, fig. 3-4,)45,
Izvoare (Marinescu Bîlcu-Cârciumaru 1992, 355370.)46, Carbuna (Dergačev 2002 15, Taf. 5/452500, 6/501-557.)47, Chetroşica (Monah 2003, 132,
fig. 5/2; Beldiman-Sztancs 2008, 94.)48. Beads
made of red-deer canines were also found in the
necropolis at Stanica Staronižnestablievskaja, the
discovery being attributed to Zepterkeulen period
(Govedarica 2004, 153, Taf. 51/16.)49.
To the end of the Copper Age horizon were
assigned the findings from Valea lui Mihai (Roska
1932, 78, fig. 10, Roska 1942, 81, 99. kép,
Roman-Németi 1978, 21, 38; Mares 2002, 330, pl.

64/5.)50, to the Dacian period the object from
Hunedoara, deposition number 3 (Sîrbu et alii
2007, fig. 40/3)51, and to the Hun migration
period, the item from the grave at Mártély-Szépfű
(Choyke 2010, 205, fig. 18.11/3.) 52.
3. A3958a: tubular copper beads, objects
processed from twisted metal foil are occurring
especially in discoveries with a funeral character
(Durankulak53, Basatanya (Bognár Kutzián 1963,
330-331 pl. XX/3, XXII/2, XXXII/1, XLVII/5.)54,
Hódmezővásárhely-Népkert (Bognár Kutzián
1972, 45, pl. XXXV/4), Decea Mureşului (Kovács
1933, 4-5, fig. 1/6 in grave no. 3, Mareş 2002, pl.
60/9), Csongrád (Govedarica 2004, 78, Taf. 6/5),
Giurgiuleşti (Haheu-Kurciatov 1993, pl. 4/9, 10,
pl. 5/15; Dergačev 2002, 19-21, Taf. 12/10-27,
29-52, 54-74, 76-92, 94-115, 117-139, 141-152,
154-181, Taf. 14/6-507, Taf. 15/508-1063 in
graves 1, 3 and 5), Čapli (Govedarica 2004, 120121, Taf. 28/4, 7, Taf. VIII/3.)55, Gonova Mogila
(Govedarica 2004, 109, Taf. 21/2), Alexandrovska
(Govedarica 2004, p. 140, Taf. 45/7-9)56 and
Petreşti (Dergačev 2002, 21. no. as. 23, Taf. 16/A
2-19 from grave 3)57) or in hoards (Hăbăşeşti
(Dumitrescu et alii 1954, 439, fig. 41/5, pl.
CXXIV/4)58, Ariuşd (Mareş 2002, pl. 60/6;
Sztáncsuj 2005, 91, nr.as. 8, fig. 9/14-16.)59, Brad
(Ursachi 1991, 339-340, pl. IV/2, pl. V/5. Mareş
2002, pl. 60/14)60, Carbuna (Dergačev 2002, 15,
Taf. 3/68-166, Taf. 4/167-390, Taf. 5/391-444)61).
However, they occur also within the settlements,
specific cases are the finds at Gornja Tuzla (Čović

41

For graves 2, 36, 604, 606, 611, 635A, 636, 647, 648, 939,
964, 1037, 1068 see Todorova et al 2002, pp. 31, 32, 61, 63,
76, 77, 80, 81. Todorova 2002, p. 187 states the discovery
here of 163 pieces of this type (82 are red-deer canines,
others are copies from bone) from 18 graves.
42
An essential study for this is Beldiman-Sztancs 2008,
authors presenting the methodology of manufacturing and
differentiating between canines and copies made from bone.
43
Initially 80 pieces, some decorated with incisions. At this
point the author mentions the existence of only 11 objects of
this type, some fragmented.
44
The authors point to 22 objects of this type, which have a
green patina caused by the contact with copper pieces.
Beldiman-Sztancs 2008, 95, shows morphological and
technological analysis conducted on the 18 remaining pieces
from the discovery, two of which were bone imitations of the
red- deer canines.
45
After the analyses performed on a total of 183 objects at
the Museum of History in Roman, mentions 118 items made
of red-deer canines and 65 made of morphological imitation
of bone.
46
The discovery is made within the settlement here, in the
area of dwelling number 9. The 13 copies in bone of the reddeer canines, perforated, are mentioned. Beldiman-Sztancs
2008, p. 96 mentions the presence of 13 bone imitation of
those objects.
47
The author mentions 12 bone imitations and 112 red- deer
perforated canines.
48
The last two authors consider that they are probably bone
imitations of red-deer canines, approximately 90 pieces.
49
The new item that appears in grave 13, around the
deceased neck. For a chronology frame of the necropolis see
Govedarica 2004, p. 252, Abb. 60.

50

The objects have a green patina caused by the direct
contact with copper or bronze objects and they were found in
a pot, considered to be an urn, together with cremated human
bones (see Roska 1932).
51
. The dating of this complex, considered to be a deposition
with symbolic character, is in the range of sec. I BC - sec. I
century AD (see Sîrbu et al 2007, 72).
52
The author adds that this type of element is common to this
horizon in eastern Hungary, offering the example of a
Sarmatian grave near Jaszbereny having in the funerary
inventory 80 red-deer canine beads
53
Objects found in graves 424, 609, 626. See Todorova et al
2002, pp. 50, 61, 62, Tab. 60/4, 103/5, 107/1, 3.
54
The author mentions similar items at Polgár-Csőszhalom
(see also Bánffy-Bognár Kutzián 2007, 234). Unfortunately,
these objects could not be identified and therefore have not
been published.
55
In graves 1a and 3a.
56
Objects from tomb 55
57
The site is near Petreşti town from Moldova Republic,
Ungheni district.
58
The number of objects is not exactly mentioned, being
stated only that it is more than 20.
59
Over 2000 items of this type discovered, today only 1938
are present in the Sf. Gheorghe museum.
60
First author mentions 262 pieces of this kind, called
circular beads.
61
The author mentions 377 cylindrical beads.

36

Brukenthal.Acta Mvsei, VIII, 1, 2013
The re-evaluation of some archaeological items discovered in Câlnic (Alba county)

1961, Plate X/13; Antonović 2002, 34-35, fig.
2/g.62). Here we must also mention an object
discovered at Turdaş in dwelling L2/1994-1995
(Petreşti level of this site) which was originally
considered to be a shackle, later being named as a
bead (Luca 2001, 92-93, fig. 3/4. Tincu 2011, 51,
cat. no. f, calls it veriga ("link") assigning it to
phase AB of Petreşti culture)63.
4. A3958b: for the object published by K. Horedt
as a whole and graphically reconstituted by us, we
consider that it belongs to the spiral ring type64.
Excellent analogies for this type of object can be
found in Cucuteni culture settlements from
Hăbăşeşti (Dumitrescu et alii 1954, 465, fig.
29/10-11; Mareş 2002, pl. 59/17-18.) or Cucuteni
(Schmidt 1932, 62, Taf. 30/13.)65. Level III from
Gornja Tuzla (Čović 1961, 135, plate X/14;
Antonović 2002, 35, fig. 2/h) and horizon XV of
Goljamo Delcevo (Todorova-Vajsov 2001, 76, no.
as. 375, Taf. 29/375)66 offer each a similar ring.
Analogue objects were also found in the
necropolis belonging to Lengyel culture at
Mórágy (Zalai-Gaál 1996, Abb. 2/6-8; 2002, 130,
Taf. 77/5, 6-the objects were discovered in grave
47) and Zengővárkony (duplicate) (Dombay 1960,
Taf. XXXIV/18-19 -objects from grave 85-, Taf.
LXIV/11-12 -objects from grave 229)67,
Basatanya in graves 23, 24, 27 and 33 (BognárKutzián 1963, pl. XXV/7; pl. XXXII/3, 5, 13) and
from Durankulak in graves 243, 273, 327, 466,
298, 514, 496, 506 , 447 (Todorova-Vajsov 2001,
75-76, no. as. 361-373, Taf. 29/361-373) and
Varna, grave 60 of the cemetery 1 (TodorovaVajsov 2001, 76, no. as. 374, Taf. 29/374)
Noteworthy is the presence of this type of object
in the necropolis from Giurgiulesti in grave 3, also
in duplicate (Haheu-Kurciatov 1993, 102, pl. 5/1,
2; Dergačev 2002, 20, Taf. 10/7, 8; Govedarica
2004, Taf. 13/4, 5), fact that also offers (besides
an excellent morphological analogy of the objects

themselves)-analogies regarding the frequency of
this type of items68 in a funerary context. Also in
duplicate, and also in a funerary context are the
pieces from Krivoj Rog (Govedarica 2004, 115116, Taf. 26/7, 10; Taf. 27/3, 5 - Graves 1 and 2).
A final analogy is the object from Alba IuliaLumea Nouă, item also discovered in a funerary
context (Gligor-Varvara 2008, 167-172, fig. 34)69.
5. A3958d: copper bracelet, opened type, is quite
common in the Early Copper Age in Southeastern Europe. In the Cucuteni culture we find it
in the sites from Ruginoasa (Dumitrescu 1933, 59,
65. fig. 4/12 object found in section C, at a depth
of 0.70-0.80 m. One end is broken. Mareş 2002,
pl. 56/7 considers it a spiral bracelet), Cucuteni
(Schmidt 1932, p. 62, Taf. 30/16)70, Târpeşti (Two
such objects were discovered in dwelling 12. See
Marinescu Bîlcu 1981, 70, fig. 199/4, 6 and Mareş
2002, pl. 58/11, 12) and in Petreşti culture, at
Caţa71. Objects of this type are also reported in
sites belonging to Vinča culture at Divostin
(Glumac 1988, 458, Table 19.1/1, fig. 19.1/a;
Antonović 2002, fig. 2/a)72, Gomolava (See
Brukner 1978, 11, Taf. 1/5)73 or Pločnik (Kuna
1981, 56, Taf. XIII/7. Object discovered in
deposit number III). In Bulgaria we note the
findings from Goljamo Delcevo (TodorovaVajsov 2001, 81, no. as. 451, Taf. 35/451.)74 and
Durankulak75. Within Tiszapolgár culture, in
Hungary and Slovakia, we indicate this type of
68

Entry Act 317/1911 mentions two rings. See above n. 25.
The object was found in feature G1/Sp. II-2003. The
absolute chronological position is set by two AMS data
providing a range 4690-4450 cal. BC.
70
The item has an unclear stratigraphic situation, originating
from "der obersten Schicht der Grabens 2". The analysis (see
p. 125 of the same work) reveals the existence of tin in a
percentage of 2.80% and 0.42% arsenic. Since this type of
bracelet is also common in Bronze Age, in Mareş 2002 we do
not even find this piece among the Eneolithic copper
discoveries, being considered by the author a bronze object.
71
The object from Caţa is triangular in section (see Mareş
2002, pl. 58/6). Object found in the cave from the village
together with painted pottery fragments considered to belong
to Petreşti culture (see Tincu 2011, p. 49, no. as. 2 with the
related bibliography).
72
Object with a rectangular section, discovered in the context
of dwelling 14 in horizon II of the settlement here.
73
The object appears as funerary inventory in grave no. 12
from here, level Ib. See Brukner 1978, p. 11, Taf. 1/5.
74
Object attributed to XIII horizon of the settlement here.
75
The best analogy is offered by the object from grave 466
(see Todorova-Vajsov, p. 80, no. as. 425, Taf. 33/425) or,
morphologically, the gold items from Varna (graves 1 and 4)
or Krivina (ibid, Taf. 33/420-422). The open bracelets, but
with sharp ends, also appear at Durankulak in graves 29, 171,
251, 279 (flattened cross section), 514, 672, 722 (rectangular
cross section) (see Todorova-Vajsov 2001, Taf. 32/417; Taf .
34/435, 436, 438, 439, 442, 447; Taf. 35/458).
69

62

The number of objects of this type is not specified, the
published items being found in dwelling 22.
63
We believe that this piece, based on dimensional factors, is
most likely (the only illustration of the item is not a
successful one) a bead.
64
Mareş 2002 gives to such a type the C.3.4 code and also
names it a ring loop.
65
This object, with a diameter of 2.5 cm is considered by
Mareş 2002, pl. 56/10 as being a spiral bracelet. It is true that
the diameter of the object from Câlnic is 1.2 cm, but still we
consider that for a bracelet the diameter of the item from
Cucuteni is too small. Here we can mention the object from
Alba Iulia, Lumea Nouă that has a diameter of about 3 cm
and it is considered, correctly-we think, as a ring loop (see
Gligor-Varvara, 2008, pp. 168, 170).
66
Object of the horizon XV of the tell-type settlement here.
67
As singular pieces of this type we mention the rings from
graves 236 and 286 (see Taf. LXV/18 and Taf. LXXIII/3).
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bracelet in funeral context at Polgár-Nagy Kasziba
(Raczky et alii 1997, no. as. VI/20; In grave F14),
Hódmezővásárhely-Nepkert (Bognár Kutzián
1972, 45, pl. XXXV/3 - flattened cross section.
Object from grave no. 2), Gorzsa (Gazdapusztai
1963, 27, 36, 47, Taf. IV/1; The item was found in
grave no. 2), Deszk B (Bognár Kutzián 1972, 29,
pl. XXXIV/3; Object from grave 4), Tibava (Šiška
1964, Obr. 8/2, 4; Obr. 9/14, 16; Obr. 14/1, 2.
Two objects in each of the graves 7/55, 15/55 and
2/56) and Veľké Raškovce (Vizdal 1977, Obr.
6/4). We also consider noteworthy the object from
the grave at Cainari (Govedarica 2004, 82, no. as.
5, Taf. 7/5, Taf. VIII/5), also an opened type one,
but with sharp ends. Grave 21b from Mariupol
(Govedarica 2004, 128, Taf. 36/21) also offers an
analogy for this type of item.

of the early graves with ochre (Govedarica 2004,
252, Abb. 60), phases I, II-III, III of Varna
culture, KGK VI, phase III (Todorova 1982, 95)81,
Tiszapolgár B, Cucuteni A.
The bracelet has a chronological horizon of
occurrence contemporary with phase IV from
Hamangia culture82, Čapli-Cainari phase of
Vorzepter period (Govedarica 2004, 252, Abb.
60), the transition stage between phases II-III
KGK VI (Todorova 1982, 95)83, phases I and II-III
of Varna culture, Vinča D (McPherronChristopher 1988, 468)84, Tiszapolgár culture
phases A and B, Cucuteni A.
The copper beads are present in the following
periods: Hamangia culture phases III and IV
(Todorova 2002, 37, Abb. 24), Precucuteni III,
Giurgiulesti phase of the Vorzepter period of the
early Ochre Graves, Cucuteni A, Petreşti AB,
Tiszapolgár B, Decea Mureşului, during Zepter /
Beilen period of the Ochre Graves85.
Virtually all the objects from the discovery at
Câlnic meet the criteria to be considered prestige
goods. The raw material is relatively hard to
obtain and the processing of the artifacts is also
not a very easy process/operation. Very important
for the dating of this group of objects is the fact
that they occur together. Undoubtedly the copper
beads stood together with the marble ones and the
green patina on the red-deer canines is an indirect
argument for the presence in the same location as
the pieces of copper. The presence of the bracelet
and the spiral ring outlines more clearly the
chronological and cultural horizon to which this
group of objects can be assigned. Basically the

*
From the arguments presented above we can
notice that the objects with the longest period of
use are the pendants made of red-deer canines,
items that are used from the Paleolithic till
contemporary period, today being considered
hunting trophies, types of objects that convey a
certain prestige to the person who can acquire
them. Such symbolic meaning, valuable in the
sphere of social hierarchy is taken into account for
prehistoric periods also (Siklósi 2004, 33-34).
Discoidal and cylindrical marble or limestone
beads, as parts of some ornaments (necklaces,
bracelets), have perhaps the earliest appearance at
Çatalhöyük in levels VIII and VII76. They are also
present in Dikili Tash II horizon (Perlès 1992,
120, Table 1)77, Sălcuţa IIb (Radu 2002, 34)78,
Giurgiulesti phase of the Vorzepter period of the
early graves with ochre, Tisza culture and
Csőszhalom group, Cucuteni A, Tiszapolgár
culture, Decea Mureşului group, Bodrogkeresztúr
culture.
The tubular beads, the bracelet and the spiral
copper ring have the shortest period of
occurrence. The spiral ring belongs to the phase
IV horizon of Hamangia culture79, late Foeni
stage, Lengyel I (Zalai-Gaál 2002, 25 attributes
the necropolis from Mórágy to this stage), Vinča
C2-D180, Giurgiulesti phase of the Vorzepter period

Vinča which, lately, is parallelized to Vinča C2-D1 phases
(see Schier 1995, p. 318, Abb. 146)
81
The author makes a parallel between horizons XIV-XVII
of Goljamo Delčevo and phase III of the KGK VI cultural
complex.
82
Grave 29 from Durankulak is assigned to this phase (see
Todorova et al 2002, p. 32).
83
The author makes a parallel between horizons X-XIII of
Goljamo Delčevo and the transition between Phase II and
Phase III of the KGK VI cultural complex.
84
The authors makes a parallel between horizon II of
Divostin and the phase D of Chapman's chronology, phase
which, in chronology from Schier 1995, p. 318, Abb. 146
corresponds to phase D2. Level Ib from Gomolava is
parallelized with phase D2 of Vinča culture (see Brukner
1988, p. 27; see Borić 2009, p. 225, fig. 38) or earlier D1 (the
absolute dates from Gomolava belong to a time span
contemporary to phase 8 from Vinča-Belo Brdo, phase
contemporary to Vinča C3 and Vinča D1 - see Schier 1995, p.
291, Abb. 145 and p. 318, Abb. 146). The deposits from
Pločnik are assigned to Vinča-Pločnik IIB level (see Pernicka
et al 1993, p. 4, table 1) phase corresponding to phase D2
(Schier 1995, p. 318, Abb. 146).
85
Grave 55 from Alexandrovska and discoveries from
Gonova Mogila are assigned at this phase. See Govedarica
2004, p. 252, Abb. 60.

76

Levels, which in terms of absolute chronology, are in the
range 6790-6460 cal. BC -see Cessford et al 2005, p. 76,
Table 4.2, Fig. 4.3.
77
See this stage in the Danube area contemporary to Vinča C,
Karanovo V-Marica.
78
B level from Cuptoarele is placed in stage IIb Sălcuţa.
79
According to the framing offered by Todorova et al 2002,
for the graves quoted in the present paper.
80
Čović 1961 makes a parallel between level III from Gornja
Tuzla and the levels comprised between 6 and 4 meters from
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copper artifacts provide the shortest chronological
horizon for framing these findings, the association
with the other two types of objects clearly stating
in which chronological horizon these findings
should be placed in.
Creating a synoptic table (see Table 1), that
comprises
the
chronological
horizons
corresponding to the late Neolithic and the Early
and the beginning period of the Middle Copper
Age, on a larger area that includes Thessaly,
north-east Bulgaria, east Serbia, the Tisza plain,
Transylvania, Moldavia and the northern area of
the Black Sea, on which we superimposed
(chronologically and also regional) in terms of
colour the 5 types of objects that appear in the
discovery of Câlnic, we notice that the association
(not necessarily the presence in the same
archaeological context, but also in the same
chronological and / or cultural horizon) of all
types of objects is carried out in the area and on
the same chronological level of Cucuteni culture
(phase A) and Tiszapolgár B/ Bodrogkeresztúr
A86. It can be noted that some types of objects
(such as the spiral ring, the copper beads or the
copper bracelet) have a higher frequency of
occurrence in the Black Sea area, justifying the
title of the study signed by Kurt Horedt in 1949,
on the presence of the eastern elements in
prehistory in Transylvania. However, we believe
that these types of items have a much larger area
of distribution (based on the above given
analogies) and the possible origin from the eastern
area is difficult to prove.
Taking into focus the cultural situation of the site
from Câlnic- În vii, that provides discoveries
belonging to Turdaş and Petreşti phase AB and B
(Paul 1992, 139, cat. no. 17), Coţofeni (PopBreazu 1998, 50) cultures, and also XI century p.
Chr. sherds, we can state that at a level
contemporary to the two cultural and
chronological horizons determined here is that
one who comprise elements defined as Petreşti B.
Thus, we believe that the objects that make the
focus of this study belong to Petreşti culture, later
stage, with the limitations imposed by the
character of the discovery, the very few
knowledge about the internal stratigraphy of the
site from Câlnic (it is impossible now to speak
about a clear stratigraphical layer belonging to
phase B of Petreşti culture in this site) and by the

absolute chronological situation, still uncertain, of
phase B of Petreşti culture.
We consider it necessary to point out that the
same conclusion (at least culturally) has been
reached by Kurt Horedt 63 years ago, although the
cultural and chronological picture of Transylvania
area were not so well known at that time.
The type and the importance of the discovery
Unfortunately, on this subject-the type of
discovery- the entry act of the objects in the
collection as well as the inventory registers
remain silent. The hoards with ritual character,
which became characteristic to Cucuteni (Ariuşd,
Hăbăşeşti, Brad) give very good analogies for the
objects from Câlnic, with two exceptions: the
opened bracelet and the spiral ring. These types of
items appear in the Cucuteni culture but within
settlements, the largest share being given by the
elements found in other cultural manifestations, in
funeral context. The large number of marble
beads associated with the copper ones and with
red-deer canines suggest the possibility that these
discoveries constitute the waist ornament of a
person.
All these arguments lead us to consider that the
possibility of the objects from Câlnic to be a
funeral inventory (or part of one) is very high.
The importance of these findings is very
significant, revealing the inherent connections of
the site from Câlnic with the areas in the
immediate vicinity of Transylvania and beyond. It
also completes the poor chapter of cultural links
between Petreşti, Cucuteni and Tiszapolgár
cultural manifestation’s types.
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We consider that this chronological and cultural horizon is,
for the moment, a very normal and necessary concept based
on the new AMS data published from Bodrogkeresztúr
necropolis from Rákóczifalva (see Csány et alii 2010, pp.
263-265, Tab. 6, Abb. 16, 18).
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Harta 1: Harta cu poziţia sitului de la Câlnic pe teritoriul României şi faţă de localităţile actuale Câlnic şi
Răhău.
Image 1: Photo-copy of the old inventory register (prior to nationalization) of Brukenthal Museum with the
recording positions of the objects in question.
Imaginea 1: Foto-copie filă din registrul inventar vechi (înainte de naţionalizare) al Muzeului Naţional
Brukenthal cu poziţiile pieselor aflate în discuţie.
Image 2: Photo-copy of the inventory register that is still in use (after nationalization) of Brukenthal Museum
with the numbers of the objects in question.
Imaginea 2: Foto-copie filă din registrul inventar aflat încă în uz (de după naţionalizare) al Muzeului
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Image 3: Copper bracelet discovered at Câlnic.
Imaginea 3: Brăţara de cupru din descoperirea de la Câlnic.
Image 4: Copper spiral ring (now broken) from the discovery of Câlnic.
Imaginea 4: Inelul spiralic (azi fragmentat) din descoperirea de la Câlnic
Image 5: Pendant manufactured from red-deer residual canine (fragmental) from the discovery from Câlnic.
Imaginea 5: Pandantiv din canin rezidual de cerb (fragmentar) din descoperirea de la Câlnic
Image 6: Pendant manufactured from red-deer residual canine from the discovery from Câlnic.
Imaginea 6: Pandantiv din canin rezidual de cerb din descoperirea de la Câlnic
Image 7: Pendant manufactured from red-deer residual canine (fragmental) from the discovery from Câlnic.
Imaginea 7: Pandantiv din canin rezidual de cerb (fragmentar) din descoperirea de la Câlnic
Image 8: Copper beads from the discovery from Câlnic.
Imaginea 8: Mărgele de cupru din descoperirea de la Câlnic
Image 9: Copper beads from the discovery from Câlnic.
Imaginea 9: Mărgele de cupru din descoperirea de la Câlnic
Image 10: Marble beads caught in the corrosion products of copper beads (detail).
Imaginea 10: Mărgele de marmură prinse în produşii de coroziune a mărgelelor de cupru (detaliu)
Image 11: Copper bead from which a sample was taken for metallographic analysis.
Imaginea 11: Mărgea de cupru din care a fost extrasă o mostră pentru analiza metalografică
Image 12: String of marble beads from the discovery from Câlnic
Imaginea 12: Şirag de mărgele marmură din descoperirea de la Câlnic
Image 13: Marble bead from the discovery from Câlnic (detail).
Imaginea 13: Mărgea de marmură din descoperirea de la Câlnic (detaliu).
Image 14: Fragment of marble bead from the discovery from Câlnic (detail).
Imaginea 14: Fragment mărgea de marmură din descoperirea de la Câlnic (detaliu).
Image 15: Fragment of marble bead from the discovery from Câlnic (detail).
Imaginea 15: Fragment mărgea de marmură din descoperirea de la Câlnic (detaliu).
Image 16: Silex flake (inv. no. A3958c) discovered at Câlnic and registered into Brukenthal Museum
together with the objects subject to this study.
Imaginea 16: Aşchie de silex (nr. inv. A3958c) descoperită la Câlnic şi intrată în Muzeul Naţional
Brukenthal împreună cu obiectele ce fac subiectul studiului de faţă.
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DACIAN FIBULAE FROM MIERCUREA SIBIULUI IV SITE.
SIBIU-ORĂŞTIE HIGHWAY. SECTION 3

Gheorghe Vasile NATEA*
Vasile PALAGHIE**
Sabin Adrian LUCA***

Key-words: La Tène, fibulae, Dacian, Miercurea Sibiului IV
Abstract: In this study are presented the fibulae which were discovered the fortified settlement from Miercurea
Sibiului IV, in Sibiu county, Romania. In this settlement, were discovered seven fibulae dating from the second
half of the 2nd century B.C to the first half of the 1st century B.C. According to the typology conducted by the
archaeologist A. Rustoiu, the pieces match the following types of fibulae: 2a, 6a, and 7a.
Cuvinte cheie: La Tène, fibule, daci, Miercurea Sibiului IV
Rezumat: În acest studiu sunt prezentate fibulele care au fost descoperite în aşezarea fortificată de la
Miercurea Sibiului IV, din judeţul Sibiu, România. În această aşezare au fost descoperite 7 fibule datând din a
doua jumătate a secolului 2 B.C., până în prima jumătate a secolului I B.C. În concordanţă cu tipologia
întocmită de arheologul A. Rustoiu, piesele se încadrează în tipul de fibule 2a, 6a şi 7a.

In this research paper we intend to present the
fibulae found in the fortified settlement from
Miercurea Sibiului IV, a settlement that was
discovered and researched as a result of preventative
archaeological
research.
The
preventative1
archaeological research was conducted by the
Brukental National Museum, and it was aimed to
rescue the archaeological remains which occurred in
the area affected by the future investment objective
in infrastructure: ‘Highway Orastie - Sibiu (LOT 3)’.
The preventive archaeological research, was
conducted after prior results of the diagnostic
archaeological diggings, namely, between Km
51+050 / 52+000, near river Secaş (approximately
10 to 250m south of this river) and about 1 Km
north, northeast of Miercurea Sibiu (Sibiu county), a
city whose administrative area contains our
settlement conventionally called by us Miercurea IV.
The administrative area of Miercurea Sibiului where
our archaeological settlement is located, it is placed

in Apold Depression and it is being held on a wavy
relief in the form of small hills, extended on Secas
(Badea et all 1971, 58-59) valley. The climate is
temperate-continental and from hydrographical point
of view, the micro-region is drained into Secaş river,
a stream of Sebes river, through which provides
connection to the Mures (Badea et all 1971, 31)
river basin area.
The fibulae are grouped according to the typology of
A. Rustoiu (Rustoiu, 1997).
Group I: Scheme fibulae La Tène C
Fibulae type 2a
This type of Fibulae is made of a single metal wire,
with its bilateral spring consisting of a variable
number of spiraea (i.e. coils, spirals) and an outer
cord. The leg is turned over the arch and caught on
this by a leg sleeve done by widening the extremity
of the leg. The arch is folded into a circle with a
diameter greater than the retreated leg. Usually, the
leg has a profile and a knot of small dimensions.
This type of fibulae goes back to the second half of
the 2nd century B.C. and it has been found in the
Celtic area, between the Rhine and the Carpathian
Basin. Such pieces are very rare in the former
territory of Dacia. These type of pieces were
previously discovered in the northern Dacian
territory, namely in the settlements of Panic, Salaj
County. One fibulae, which seems to be imported, it
is probably originating from Slovakia (Rustoiu 1997,
33-35) and Biharia (Bihor County) and it has been

* Muzeul Naţional Brukenthal, Sibiu, România,
gheorghenatea@gmail.com
** Muzeul Naţional Brukenthal, Sibiu, România,
geminarom@yahoo.co.uk
*** Universitatea „Lucian Blaga” din Sibiu; Muzeul Naţional
Brukenthal, Sibiu, România, sabinadrian.luca@ulbsibiu.ro;
sabin.luca@brukenthalmuseum.ro
1

The research was conducted between March and
August 2012 by a team led by the university professor
Dr. S.A. Luca. The excavation was carried out by the
following archaeologists: Gheorghe Natea, Vasile
Palaghie, Adrian Georgescu, Dr. Cosmin Suciu, Dr.
Sebastian Corneanu.
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found in a formerly connected Celtic (Rustoiu 1997,
p. 34) settlement.
To this type of fibulae it belongs a unique piece (pl.
2/1) found in complex 591, which is a surface
structure. The piece has a height of 66.7 mm and a
thickness of 4.8 mm. The spring comprises two
coils, situated on both sides of the needle. After the
left spiral was made, outwards another spiral was
added progressing to half a coil on the exterior.
Then, the exterior cord is passed to the opposite side
where it forms one spiral and half, inwards. The
spring has a length of 12 mm and a diameter of 14
mm; the diameter of the gap (i.e. opening, hole)
formed by coils is of 8.7 mm. The arch is round and
it is decorated with a nodule that has a diameter of
7.2 mm. The leg tapers towards the top and it is
switched to the exterior, binding to nodule which
decorates the arch; the inferior part of it is missing.
The needle has a length of 18 mm, but the inferior
part of this is missing as well. This piece is made of
bronze and it is circularly formed.

Poiana, Galati
fig.28/10).

County

(Rustoiu

1997,

184,

Fibulae type 7a:
The fibulae type 7a are filiform fibulae of type La
Tène late period, they have a bilateral spring, an
external cord, a curved arch towards the spring (of
circular or facetted form) and full port-pin, usually
of rectangular shape. They were mainly used
between years 75-25 B.C. but also later. This type of
fibulae is common in Transylvania, but they were
also discovered in the south and east of the
Carpathians (Rustoiu 1997, p. 40). Following our
investigations, we have found a number of 3 such
pieces, one is made of bronze and the other two are
made of iron.
The first piece (pl. 2/4) made of bronze was
discovered in complex 669, which is a surface
dwelling. The piece has a height of 48 mm and a
thickness of 5.3 mm. The spring and the needle are
missing, the arch is curved and it has a rectangular
shape. The leg tapers towards the top, is also
rectangular in section and the pin is full and it has a
rectangular shape. A piece similar to the one
presented by us was found in the silver hoards from
Sâncrăieni (Rustoiu, 1997 p. 184, fig.31/5) and
Tilisca (Natea, 2008, 103, pl. 3/6b) fortress and it is
made of iron.
The second piece (pl. 2/5) which is made of iron was
found in the complex 675, which is also a surface
dwelling. The piece has a height of 57.5 mm and a
thickness of 6 mm. The spring is fragmented, just
two spirals are being preserved, the needle is
missing and the arch is curved and rectangular in
shape. The leg tapers toward the top and it has a
circular form. The port-pin is missing as well. A
piece similar to the one presented by us was found in
Sighişoara-Wietenberg
(Rustoiu
1997,
184,
fig.28/4).
The third piece (pl. 2/6), is made of iron and it has
been found in complex 584, which is a surface
dwelling. The piece has a height of 71 mm and a
thickness of 6 mm. The spring is fragmented, just
one and a half spirals are still preserved, the needle
is missing, and the arch is curved and it has a
circular form. The leg tapers toward the top and it
has a circular shape. The port-pin is missing as well.
Pieces similar to this one presented by us have been
found in Tilisca (Lupu, 1998, 76, pl. 26/18) fortress.
In complex 584 has also been found a fibulae needle
(pl. 2/7), made of iron, which has a length of 50 mm
and a diameter of 2.5 mm.

Group II: Scheme fibulae La Tène D
Fibulae type 6a
These types of fibulae have bilateral parts, an outer
curved cord, a bow-shaped pin frame and a simple
arch. The fibulae are specific to the 1st century B.C.
and being spread throughout Europe (Rustoiu 1997,
39).
Following our investigations we have discovered
two such pieces, both made of iron.
The first piece (pl. 2/2) was found in complex 668,
which is a surface structure. The piece has a height
of 95 mm and a thickness of 7.8 mm. The spring is
formed of four coils, situated on both sides of the
needle. After creating two spirals, the exterior cord
is passed to the opposite side where it forms another
two spirals faced inwards. The spring has a length of
23.5 mm and a diameter of 10 mm; the diameter of
the hole made of coils (spirals) is of 4 mm. The arch
has a curved and rectangular form. The leg tapers
towards the top, has a circular form, the bottom side
is missing, also the port-pin, the needle is
completely missing. A similar piece to the one
presented by us was discovered at Căţelul Nou
(Rustoiu 1997, 184, fig.28/4)).
The second piece (pl. 2/3) was also discovered in the
complex 668. The piece has a height of 74 mm and a
thickness of 7.5 mm. The spring and the needle are
missing, the arch is straight and it has a rectangular
shape. The leg tapers toward the top and it has a
circular form. The port-pin is framed and it has a
length of 25 mm and width of 13 mm. A piece
similar to the one presented by us was discovered in

58

Brukenthal. Acta Musei, VIII. 1, 2013
Dacian Fibulae from Miercurea Sibiului IV Site. Sibiu - Orăştie Highway. Section 3

the Celtic world, in the second half of the 2nd century
B.C.
The presence of these pieces is important for the key
contribution they make to complement the
archaeological repertoire in the sub-mountainous
area of Sibiu and in a wider context, to the south
region of Transylvania.

***
The presence of these fibulae in the fortified
settlement of Miercurea Sibiului demonstrates the
importance of this settlement and its existence from
the 2nd century B.C. until mid of the 1st century
B.C. The presence of the type 2a fibulae shows that
there were links between the local inhabitants with
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6. Fibulae type 7a / Fibulă de tip 7a
7. Fibulae port-pin / Ac de fibulă
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IS THE DACIAN FORTRESS OF TILIȘCA REPRESENTED ON THE
TRAJAN’S COLUMN IN SCENE CXI ?

Claudiu MUNTEANU*

Abstract: In Trajan’s Column scene CXI, illustrating an event that happened during the Second Dacian War,
is represented a Dacian citadel. An identification with the Dacian citadel of Tilișca was intended, using a
topographical plan, field observations and results of the archaeological excavations.
Keywords: Dacian, Roman, citadel, Column, Dacian Wars.
Rezumat: În scena CXI de pe Columna lui Traian, indicând un eveniment petrecut în cel de-al doilea război
dacic, este reprezentată o cetate dacică. S-a încercat o identificare a acesteia cu cetatea dacică de la Tilișca,
pe baza unui plan topografic, a observațiilor de pe teren și a rezultatelor cercetărilor arheologice.
Cuvinte cheie: Dacic, roman, cetate, Columna, războaiele dacice.

Analyzing scene CXI on the Trajan’s Column
(fig. 1), Radu Vulpe asserted that it represented a
Dacian citadel, whose contour followed the rough
shape of the ground, being formed of several
curved sides. On the stone block walls appear
wooden towers with two floors. In the fortress, the
Dacians show great distress. Their body language
imply conflicting arguments regarding the
decision to be made in their unexpected and
dangerous situation (Vulpe 1988, 199). Outside
the walls, a group of armed Dacians, probably
representing an avangarde, also seems agitated.
This isn’t yet the capital of the Dacian king, but a
fortress ment to block the path towards it (Vulpe
1988, 199-200). Within the route established for
Trajan’s march, on the Olt valley and in the
region of Sibiu, is likely to identify it with the
fortresses in this region, such as Tilişca and
Căpîlna (Vulpe 1988, 200).

definitely excluded a match between the image
and the fortress of Căpîlna. Regarding Tilișca, we
used the topographical plan (fig. 2) published by
D. Popa (Popa 2007, 109, pl. I), field observations
and the results of the archaeological excavations
by N. Lupu (Lupu 1989, passim), D. Popa (Popa
2007, 92-106), A. Gonciar (Gonciar 2007, 119121) and Al. Stefan’s interpretations (Stefan 2005,
247). The observations on the plan and in the field
were made on a northwest - southeast alignment.
The height of the Cățănaș Hill is 716 metres and
has an excellent view especially towards
northwest, namely the Apold Basin and the Secaș
Valley (Popa 2007, 93). Only the northern slope
of the hill can be used for climbing towards the
upper side of the Cățănaș Hill, where we find the
actual fortifications and access road (Popa 2007,
93).
First, in the Column’s scene, there are two hills
(or mountains) on the left and right side of the
citadel (fig. 1). This suggests a valley, at whose
end stands the Dacian fortress on a hill. Looking
from the northwest, the hills and the valley
correspond to this landscape representation. The
left hill is called Dealul Furcilor, the right hill is
called „Cetate”, and the valley between the two
hills, which leads to the Cățănaș hill is Iazul
Sașilor (fig. 3). As depicted in the Column’s
relief, the slope of the hill on the right side
partially covers the view of the Dacian fortress; in
the field, when looking from the northwest, from
the Iazul Sașilor Valley, the „Cetate” Hill partially
obstructs the view towards Cățănaș Hill.
Also, the height difference between the
Roman soldiers standing on the left side and the

L. Rossi has a different opinion regarding this
scene: he identifies it with Blidaru fortress (Rossi
1971, 190). Another hypothesis is presented by
Al. Ștefan, who asserted that the Roman army
reached the first Dacian defensive belt,
undoubtedly of the „outside circle”, recently
built... where is represented a big thick wall, fitted
with tower and merlons (Stefan 2005, 660).
R. Vulpe’s interesting hypothesis determined us to
verify to what extent the details
of the fortification from the Column’s scene
would comply with the reality. We must point out
that the topographical plan and the existing data
*
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Dacians standing at the hill’s base, suggests that
the valley ascends towards the Dacian citadel. The
Iazul Sașilor valley floor gently rises from the
northwest to southeast, towards Cățănaș hill.

entrance to the right makes it easy to identify – it
is the exterior defence vallum, punctured by an
ancient road from the west (fig. 2).
We must also consider the existing opinions
regarding the situation of this region during the
Dacian Wars.

In the Column’s scene, looking from right to left,
the citadel has three curved walls, suggesting its
inner topography, respectively the presence of
three rises. As the topographical plan shows (fig.
2) the upper plateau enclosure incorporates two
small peaks, and the exterior wall partially
encloses, to the east, a third one.

D. Protase doesn’t consider impossible the Roman
conquest of the settlements and citadels from
Tilişca and Căpîlna in 102, at the same time as the
ones from Băniţa and Piatra Roşie. Neither this
interpretation nor the 105-106 AD latter conquest
can be acertained (Protase 1997, 93, n. 15). It
must not be forgotten that, as it is generally
accepted in Romanian historiography, after the
First Dacian War, the Romans ruled the most
important areas in Banat, Oltenia and Wallachia,
but also occupyied southern Transylvania,
respectively – the regions around Haţeg, Simeria,
Orăştie, Hunedoara, Deva (?) and almost all the
mountains between Olt and Jiu (Protase 1997, 94).

On the Column’s relief, it seems that the fortress
walls would have been made of stone blocks. This
particular Dacian citadel never had a stone wall
and no traces of fortification rebuilding were
detected (Lupu 1989, 102) after the (single)
destruction, as excavations made at tower no. 1
(Popa 2007, 100) and no. 2 revealed (Gonciar
2007, 120-121). It was subjectively claimed that
spoliation is to blame for the disappearance of the
entire wall (Stefan 2005, 247). A wall made of cut
limestone existed, sustaining a small platform, as
suggested in excavations realised at the foot of the
tower no. 2 (Gonciar 2007, 121). In fact, the walls
represented in the relief may suggest the presence
of an upper plateau enclosure, with a possible
stone core (Lupu 1989, 112-113, fig. 2-3). We
must not forget the fact some scholars argue that,
in some ocasions, representations of stone blocks
on the Column may be actually turf blocks (Thill
2010, 31).

C. Opreanu argues that during the spring of 102,
the third campaign of the war begun. While
Trajan was active in the southwest of
Transylvania, pressing the final attack against the
centre of the Dacian Kingdom, the Moesia
Inferior army advanced deep in Barbaricum
against the eastern allies of Decebal (Opreanu
2000, 98; Opreanu 2006, 116). The same Moesian
army occupied the Wallachian Plain and crossed
the mountains into southwest Transylvania.
Strong stone forts were built on all the important
mountain passes, such as Hoghiz and Breţcu on
the Alutus (Olt) Valley (Opreanu 2000, 98;
Opreanu 2006, 117). Parts of the Dacian Kingdom
conquered in 102 were Banat, southwest
Transylvania, including the fortified area around
Sarmizegetusa Regia, and the western part of
„Little Wallachia” to the south of the Carpathians.
The eastern part of „Little Wallachia” (Oltenia),
Wallachia,
the
southeastern
corner
of
Transylvania and southern Moldavia were already
under the governor of Moesia Inferior’s authority
(Opreanu 2000, 100; Opreanu 2006, 118). This
occupied area was bordered in the north by a
„natural frontier”, the Mureş River and the
Transylvanian part of Olt River. These natural
borders were the limits of Decebal’s new client
kingdom (Opreanu 2000, 100; Opreanu 2006,
118).

Three towers are depicted on the Column
representation. The one on the right is a gate
tower, being situated on the wall. This
corresponds to the field circumstances; tower no.
1 from Tilișca is situated on the curved enclosure
(fig. 2). The second tower represented in the scene
is situated behind the enclosure, as it is the tower
no. 2 from Tilișca (fig. 2). The third tower from
the Column, the one in the left side has no
correspondence at Tilișca, where only two towers
are known. Nevertheless, according to Gh. Natea,
the existence of a third tower is hypothesized,
toward the east, where Dacian bricks have been
found. D. Popa also sustained that he had found
the place where a third tower is situated.
A fourth element of fortification is present in the
scene – a curved wall or enclosure situated in
front and below the middle wall. This enclosure
has a different type of tower (made of wood ?)
associated with it and an entrance on the right
side. Although is not clear why this enclosure is
represented as doubling only a part and not the
entire side of the citadel, the position and the

N. Lupu concluded that it is hard to tell in which
of the two wars the Tilișca citadel was conquered,
but considering the fact that the western region
had already fallen during the first war, is plausible
to consider that the region east of Sarmizegetusa,
including the area around Tilișca Fortress still
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belonged to the Dacian Kingdom (Lupu 1989,
102).

Tilișca, it means there are two possibilities: either
that it was conquered for the first time during the
Second Dacian War or was conquered again, after
being peacefully overpowered during the First
Dacian War, the initial event not being important
enough to be recorded in stone.

We must remember that, according to the
Column, the event illustrated by this scene
happened during the Second Dacian War. If the
citadel represented in this scene is the one from
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ONE POSSIBLE DOUBLE BI-RITUAL GRAVE IN TRANSYLVANIA

George TOMEGEA*

Abstract In this paper, the author brings back into attention, the problem of double and bi-ritual graves from
Transylvania, seen through the eyes of an interesting situation from the bi-ritual necropolis from Mediaş.
Based on the information published by the discoverer of this grave, and by making some analogies with
similar graves from the Carpathian Basin, the author inclined towards the sure existence of a double biritual grave in Transylvania that can be dated at the end of the 7th century.
Keywords: double bi-ritual graves, bi-ritual necropolises, the Mediaş group, incineration, inhumaţion
Rezumat: În articolul de faţă autorul readuce în atenţie problema mormintelor duble birituale din
Transilvania, prin prisma unei situaţii interesante din necropola birituală de la Mediaş. Bazându-se pe
informaţiile publicate de către descoperitorul mormântului şi făcând analogii cu morminte similare din
bazinul carpatic, autorul înclină spre existenţa certă a unui mormânt dublu biritual în Transilvania, databil
la sfârşitul secolului VII.
Cuvinte cheie: morminte duble birituale; necropole birituale; grupul Mediaş; incineraţie; înhumaţie.

The double bi-ritual graves are the best way to
prove the existence of bi-ritualism that is the usage
of both funeral rites in the same necropolis. In one
word, it is a combination between placing in the
same grave one inhumated deceased and the
calcined bones of another one. Even from the very
beginning we must notice that this type of graves
has been discovered only in bi-ritual necropolises
(Fig. 1).

Mediaş said that G4 was a double bi-ritual grave
(Horedt 1976, 38). Because of the above reasons,
we do not agree on the framing of this grave in this
category.
We must notice that the foreign researchers have
not bent too much on this subject, except with
reminding about the double bi-ritual graves only
when they had published the necropolises
(Kraskovská 1972; Sós, Salomon 1995; Eisner
1952) or on the occasion of studying a certain type
of artefacts discovered in the bi-ritual necropolises
(Fusek 1994). In this context we must mention a
more recent study dedicated to the bi-ritual
necropolises from the North and West of the
Carpathian Basin, in which the author speaks about
the problem of the double bi-ritual graves too
(Zábojník 2004).

In the Romanian research, the term was first used
by Maria Comşa in connection with a grave from
Săcuieni – Horo, Bihor county (Comşa 1965), yet
in that case it was only about an inhumation grave
that had as inventory a ceramic pot (Chidioşan,
Nánássy 1968). Long time after, Kurt Horedt
considered that in that case it must have been a
double bi-ritual grave (Horedt 1976, 38; Horedt
1979, 387). Lately, the discussion about that grave
was separated by the discovery of another
inhumation grave (Nánásy, Wilhelm 1996, 128;
Stanciu 2011, 83-84). By publishing the bi-ritual
necropolis from Mediaş, Kurt Horedt considered
that in the case of grave 4 one can speak about biritualism , yet according to the discoverers, it seem
that the pot was discovered at the feet of the
skeleton, being moved close to the head only to
make photos, there is no notice of having found
remains of calcined bones inside the pot (Horedt
1965, 12). Nevertheless, in his study in 1976 the
author of the research on the necropolis from

In this paper, we want to bring back into discussion
an interesting situation discovered in the bi-ritual
necropolis from Mediaş - Dealul Furcilor, Sibiu
county (Horedt 1965). It is about the rapport
between the two graves, that is inhumation grave
G5 and incineration in urn grave G9 (Fig. 4). In G5
the down part of a skeleton was discovered,
oriented towards NW-SE, placed supine with the
left leg on the right one and the left arm straight
along the body. The skeleton belonged to an adult
man (Horedt 1965, 9). In G9 a large belly urn has
been discovered, it was red to brown and
undecorated. The incinerated bones led to the
conclusion that it was an adult (Horedt 1965, 9, fig.
7.2). Both graves have been discovered at the same
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depth of 0,80m. The author of this discovery
signaled the fact that the urn in G9 was in the
outside part of the forearm of the skeleton in M5
and so close to this one that neither of the graves
could be digged without disturbing the other one
(Horedt 1965, 12). Unfortunately, we have no
information on the shape of the pit or of the pits of
the two graves. Likewise, we notice that the
printed plan of the necropolis, as it was made with
symbols, doesn’t tell us much about the rapport of
the two graves (Horedt 1965, 14, fig. 1; Fig. 2).
Nevertheless, after the information given by the
author of the discovery, we have made a
reproduction of the situation between the two
graves (Fig 3). Innitially, the discoverer watched
with pretty much reserve the possibility of a double
bi-ritual grave, yet later on, in an article from 1976
he stated with certainty this possibility (Horedt
1976, 38).

pendant was found among the calcined bones, a
bronze needle, an iron blade knife and a flat bronze
ornament, elongated, with holes for nails at both
ends (Sós, Salomon 1995, 16, 140).
- In G47, oriented NW-SE, the skeleton of a man
laying on the back was discovered, with its arms
along the body. Around the right arm of the man,
there was found a pile of calcined bones of a
woman. The inventory of the man was: one spike
of an arrow found on the right shoulder, one iron
fragment, found around the pelvis bones, three
spikes of arrows in three edges, placed outside the
left femur and an iron knife, situated inside the left
forearm (Sós, Salomon 1995, 141).
- In G77, oriented NW-SE, there was discovered
the skeleton of a man laying on the back, with its
arms along the body. At a distance of 0,30m NW
of the skull. There have been found two piles with
calcined bones of a woman. The inventory of the
man was a knife, placed in diagonal inside the
right humerus, parts of arrow spikes in three edges,
a flint and a silica found inside the right femur, and
outside the left ankle there was a hand made
ceramic pot (Sós, Salomon 1995, 143-144).
- In G371, oriented W-E, the skeleton of the man
was laying on the back, with its hands along the
body and its legs stretched and parallel, its head
slightly bent towards the right. The calcined bones
of a woman together with coal and ashes were a
pile placed on a prehistoric ceramic fragment used
again, between the femures of the man. The
inventory of the man were a flint and three small
pieces of silica, placed in the area of the left hand,
an iron buckle shaped like an 8, found around the
pelvis bones, an arrow spike in three edges,
situated in the outside of the right tibia and a hand
made pot placed on the right tibia (Sós, Salomon
1995, 174, fig. 47).

There are no analogies of such a situation in
Transylvania (Horedt 1976, Ţiplic 2005), but a few
such cases have been discovered in the bi-ritual
necropolises of the Carpathian Basin from
Pókaszepetk – Mesterföldek, Avar utca (Zala,
Hungaria) and from Bratislava-Záhorská Bystrica Lokvy pri Morave (Bratislava IV, Slovakia).
In the necropolis from Pókaszepetk there have
been discovered more double bi-ritual graves, with
the cinerary remains placed inside of an urn (in G
106) or on the skeleton or around it (in graves 42,
47, 77 şi 371):
- In G106, oriented W-E, the skeleton of the man
was discovered laying on the back, with its left arm
straight along the body, and the right one bent from
the elbow and brought on the pelvis bones. In the
grave, above the right elbow there have been found
pieces of coal. The calcined bones, together with
pieces of coal, have been placed in the hand made
urn, placed right on the bottom, with its opening
up, at the toes of the man. The inventory of the
man were: one knife, placed in diagonal outside
the left hand, three arrow spikes found between the
femures and an rectangular iron buckle, found in
the area of the pelvis bones (Sós, Salomon 1995,
147).
- In G42, oriented NW-SE, the skeleton of a man
was discovered (its head was missing) covered on
an area of 0,60X0,30m by the calcined bones of a
woman; also, in the area around the legs of the
man, there has been found another small pile of
calcined bones, on which there lay a wooden
bucket, with iron clevis, a fact that led the author
of the discovery to the supposition that those
calcined bones had been placed inside it. The
inventory of the man was a lance spike, a bronze

In the necropolis from Bratislava-Záhorská
Bystrica there have been discovered some more
double bi-ritual graves, with the cinerary remains
placed either inside an urn (in the graves 53 and
59), or on the skeleton or around it (in G 243):
- In G53, next to an adult skeleton, oriented W-E,
at 2,00m depth, there has been discovered on the
bottom of the pit, an urn that has calcined bones
(Kraskovská 1972, 19).
- In G59, at a distance of 0,50m from the skeleton
of a child, oriented W-E, there has been found an
urn with calcined bones, among which there was
found a knife too (Kraskovská 1972, 19). There are
contrary opinions about this grave as to its
belonging to the cathegory of bi-ritual double
graves (Zábojník 2004, 343; Fusek 1994, 180181).
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- In G243, oriented NW-SE, in the south of the pit
of an inhumated adult, there was an area of
0,50X0,50m with calcined bones, coal and a
fragment of bronze; in the North corner of the pit
there was an area of 0,20X0,30m with calcined
bones, among which there was found a buckle
(Kraskovská 1972, 45).

addressed, because in all the cases so far, the man
was the inhumated one and not the woman.
As we can notice in the case of the double bi-ritual
graves, we can speak about two types of placing of
the calcined bones, that is: either inside an urn, or
on the inhumated deceased or around it (Fig. 6).
Likewise, we have to notice that in all the cases it
is about the burial of two different individuals. So
that, the anthropological studies undertaken in the
case of the necropolis from Pókaszepetk have
shown the fact that the inhumated deceased is
always a man and the calcined bones belonged in
all the times to a woman. For the necropolis from
Bratislava-Záhorská Bystrica we can notice that in
two cases it is about an inhumated adult, and in
one case there was discovered the skeleton of a
child. Through analogy with the necropolis from
Pókaszepetk the cinerary remains belong to some
women. In the case of the grave from Mediaş, we
know that the skeleton belonged to a man, and
through analogy we can figure that the calcined
bones belonged to a woman. The different sex of
the deceased leads to the acceptance of the
hypothesis of sacrifice of the woman at the death
of the man at the Slav population (NicolaescuPlopşor, Wolski 1975). The problem that arises is
that in this period of time, the Slavs used
incineration, a thing that leads to the supposition
that it could have been mixed marriages between
Avar men and Slav women, yet this doesn’t justify
the fact that there are very few double bi-ritual
graves (Fig. 5). Also, the hypothesis of re-burial of
the incinerated is not credible, because the number
of the double bi-ritual graves must have been much
bigger.
Even if it is very difficult to place chronologically
this ritual, both because of the small number of
inventory objects discovered, and because some of
the artefacts have long been used, we shall try it by
relying on the chronology of the necropolises. So
that the necropolis from Pókaszepetk was dated
between the end of the 6th century and the end of
the 7th century, the one from Záhorská Bystrica
between the middle of the 7th century and the end
of the 8th century, and the one from Mediaş
between the end of the 7th and the end of the 9th
century. Taking into consideration the short period
of chronological overlapping of the three
necropolises, that is the 7th century, we consider
that we can date these double bi-ritual burials in
this period.
Although, the number of double bi-ritual graves is
very small, we must notice that it is a custom with
a wide territorial occurance in the Carpathian
Basin, a fact that shows a certain connection
between the populations of this area.

Except of these sure cases of double bi-ritual
graves, we must mention some more graves that
the problem of bi-ritualism was addressed to, and
these have been discovered in the bi-ritual
necropolises from the Carpathian basin too.
In the necropolis from Bernolákovo – Šakoň
(Bratislava/Senec, Slovakia) two graves might be
mentioned with the possibility of being bi-ritual
(G11 and G49). In G11 there have been discovered
calcined bones in the filling of the pit, yet it might
have been a destroyed incineration grave, when
they have dug the pit for laying down the bones of
the child. The same situation can be noticed in the
case of G49, only that, in here, part of an urn was
preserved. (Kraskovská 1962, 428, 435). So that,
these must be watched with reserved as to their biritual character.
In the necropolis from Devinska Nová Ves Teheľňa (Bratislava IV, Slovakia) the problem of
the bi-ritualism of two graves was addressed
(G182B and G302B). G182B was represented by
an urn with very large calcined bones belonging to
animals, it was found in the pit of the skeleton
G182A (Eisner 1952, 57-58). We do not believe
that the problem of bi-ritualism can be addressed in
here. First, because the incinerated animal bones
might have been remains from the funeral feast,
second because there were not found human
cinerated bones. In G302B there was found a
skeleton with a pot next to it, also, fragments of
burnt bronze objects (Eisner 1952, 77). Neither in
this case we do not believe that it is about a biritual grave, for there have not been found human
calcinated bones, and the information given are
much too vague to make suppositions as to the
possible bi-ritual character of the grave.
A possible bi-ritual grave was discovered in the
necropolis from Vajnory-Pod križom (Bratislava
III, Slovakia). In G1/73 an urn was discovered
having its upper part destroyed, with calcined
human bones, at the depth of -0,40m. G2/73 is the
inhumation grave of a woman, discovered at the
depth of -1,50m. The inventory of the woman was
a pot, a pearl necklace, a gold earring with
pendant, and a wooden bucket, with iron hoops.
The problem addressed was the overlapping of the
two graves (Mináč 1978, 69). Anyway, even if
G1/73 was discovered over G2/73, we do not
believe that the problem of bi-ritualism can be
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Taking into consideration the analogies between
the two necropolises and if we trust the author of
the discovery from Mediaş we cannot overlook the

character of double bi-ritual grave of the discussed
case.
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The Rotunda from Huet Square in Sibiu
In memoriam Thomas Nägler

Zeno - Karl PINTER*

Abstract: Following the archaeological research in Huet Square in Sibiu the foundations of a central
planned monument (rotunda) were discovered. The monument can be included in the series of double
seigniorial chapels, with a crypt with a central pillar, a ground floor probably with an apse and intended for
religious services and a possible upper floor with defence purposes. The chapel was included in a seigniorial
court with a ditch and a palisade. The archaeological, typological and chronological analysis and the
parallels within Transylvania and Medieval Europe date the construction of the monument in the 12th
Century.
Key words: medieval archaeology, rotunda, Sibiu, 12th Century
Rezumat: În urma cercetărilor arheologice întreprinse în Piaţa Huet din Sibiu, au fost descoperite fundaţiile
unui edificiu de cult de plan central (rotondă), de tipul capelelor senioriale duble, cu criptă prevăzută cu
coloană centrală, parter probabil absidat destinat cultului şi un eventual etaj defensiv. Capela era integrată
unei curţi senioriale cu şanţ de apărare şi palisadă. Analiza arheologică, tipologico-cronologică şi paralele
din spaţiul Transilvaniei şi al Europei medievale, datează construirea monumentului în secolul al XII-lea.
Cuvinte cheie: arheologie medievală, rotondă, Sibiu, secolul al XII-lea

The edge of the high terrace which overlooks
Cibin’s meadow, known as the Huet Square
(former Griviţa Square, 1947-1990), is the place
where, according to oral tradition, took place the
oath on the crossed swords, which is the
foundation act of Hermann’s town, the locator
count of German colonists which came here
following the calling of the Hungarian Arpadian
kings. Together with this legend, the rich history of
this area is sustained by numerous archaeological
discoveries of different times made either during
urban public works or during systematic
archaeological
diggings.
After
banning
inhumations in and around the church, the former
cemetery was paved according to the resolution of
the magistrate from March 4th, 1868, during wide
modernization works for the centre of the town at
the end of the 19th Century (Sigerus, 49). Shortly
after, in 1898 old buildings from the Huet Square
like Preasts’ Tower or St. Jacob’s Chapel were
demolished. (Roth 2006, 174) At the beginning of
the 20th century the ditches for current water and
drainage were dug, in Huet Square these
earthworks starting on the 1st of March 1906 and
ending on the 18th of December 1909 (Sigerus, 6163). (Pl. 1.1) During all these public works, old

foundations and walls were discovered for the first
time, east of the Parochial Lutheran Church’ choir.
The observations made at the time by the first
manager of the Natural Science Museum and
custodian of the archaeology collection of
Brukenthal Museum, Mauritius von Kimakowicz
(Lexicon 1993, 235) were published by the author
in 1911 (Kimakowicz 1911) and 1913
(Kimakowicz 1913) and they are the first
recordings about long gone constructions in this
part of the square. During the last decades,
systematic archaeological research took place
mainly around and inside Parochial Lutheran
Church (Munteanu Beşliu 1998, 91) or around and
in the basements of the houses which surround the
square. (Luca et alii, 1999, 195) These research
help in clarifying some aspects concerning the
evolutional phases of the first fortifications of
Sibiu, with rampart and ditch (Munteanu Beşliu
2003, 285), the old cemetery with inhumations
made in sarcophagus built of bricks or in fosse
anthropomorphe dug in sterile soil with head niche,
and the attempts to magnify the sacristy or the
choir of the parochial church (Munteanu Beşliu
1998, 91). Also during archaeological research on
the eastern side of „Samuel von Brukenthal”
Highschool and in the house from Huet Square 17,
important observations were made concerning the
old chapels from Huet Square, demolished long

* „Lucian Blaga” University of Sibiu, Department of
History and Protestant Theology, zenopinter@yahoo.de
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ago or included in late medieval or modern
buildings (Ţiplic 2000, 120).

originality of entire fortification systems and
launching extravagant hypothesis, an attitude
which by the level of contemporary research can
only be considered dilettantism (Pinter 2008-2009,
38).3

This attempt of reviewing the researches and
observations previously made leads us to the
conclusion that, in fact the rotunda in Sibiu was
only rediscovered during systematically research,
its first researcher being Mauritius von
Kimakowicz. The close description of the walls
discovered during the digging of the drainage
ditches, in this area of 6 meters depth,
(Kimakowicz 1913, 248) precisely locates the
construction even without a topographical plan,
only by reference to the buildings on the eastern
side of the square. This way, a part is signalled in
front of the Shoemakers’ Tunnel (Schusterloch) of
the house with number 14, (today no. 13)1,
(Sigerus, 39) a second part is 1 m far from the
foundation of no. 15 (today no. 14) and almost
parallel with it and a third part is in front of the
separation line of no. 12 (today no. 11) and no. 13
(today no. 12) (Sigerus, 249). Describing of the
construction techniques is also very precise; 1.5 m
thickness for a 2.5 m foundation depth and the
structures made out of quarry stones with binder of
very good quality, together with the unusual
dimensions of the bricks (32 / 18 / 4 cm), they are
the elements which lead the careful observer to a
dating “which can hardly get past the end of the
13th century”.2 (Sigerus, 249) Mauritius von
Kimakowicz also observes that these parts of
foundation pertain to one single building “which
closes without touching the front of the houses”.
Because of the narrow ditches and uneven profiles
he was unable to observe the curving of the walls,
considering the building to have a pentagonal plan
and identifies it with a tower (Sigerus, 249). Such
observations are common to the archaeological
research from the beginning of the 20th Century
and the preciseness of the smallest details makes
the pioneering work of Mauritius von Kimakowicz
extremely useful, meritorious and admirable.
Unfortunately “archaeological observation” of
foundations in much too narrow and uneven
ditches and without observing the stratigraphy is
still practiced today in pseudoscientific circles. The
result is creating with a lot of imagination and

Written information does not refer to the existence
of this old monument of Sibiu and neither does
historical cartography. Only one drawing, quite
naive maid and dating from the 17th Century, (Pl.
4.1 ) seems to illustrate a circular monument Est of
the parochial church (Niedermaier 1979, 279, fig.
160). Following the information given by
Mauritius von Kimakowicz instead, historians of
the town have identified in this area a donjon from
the first stage of the fortifications (Niedermaier
1979, 108, fig. 60; Niedermaier 1996, 205).
During some public works in 1999, the custodians
of „ASTRA” Museum in Sibiu, collegially called
upon both the archaeologists of Brukenthal
Museum and of „Lucian Blaga” University in
Sibiu, about some interesting archaeological traces
unearthed in Huet Square, next to their own
headquarters. This way the first rigorous
archaeological research began at the monument in
focus, the research being at the time a rescue
research. The research team composed by Phd.
Petre Munteanu-Beşliu, Adrian Georgescu and
Nicolae Rodean, enlarged the initial mechanical
trench and transformed it into a first test square.
The discovery of the first fragment of the wall led
to amplifying of the research in two tranches, in
which the first curved fragment of the rotunda was
discovered, on its southern part (Munteanu-Beşliu
et alii 2000, 471, pl. I-III.). The first specialized
observations concerning the plan and the
stratigraphy are made on this occasion. The base of
the foundation and sterile soil are also found. Exact
observations concerning emptying the inside of the
building are also made (Munteanu-Beşliu et alii
2000, 471) and thus the arrangement of an
underground floor. The archaeological items
connected with the wall of the rotunda clearly
prove the age and the importance of this monument
for Sibiu and Transylvania’s history (MunteanuBeşliu et alii 2000, 475). Visiting the
archaeological
site,
the
much
regretted
archaeologist of the Middle Age and university
professor Phd. Thomas Nägler, saw the importance

1

Houses’ numbering in Sibiu was instated by an imperial
order from November 18th, 1777, publicly read by the
governor baron Samuel von Brukenthal a weak after his
appointment (November 12th, 1777).
2
The analysis of the lithic materials taken from the walls of
the rotunda during our research was made in the Brukenthal
Museum’s laboratories – Natural Science Department by
mister V. Ciuntu, to whom we wish to express our thanks this
way also. The analysis confirmed previously formulated
opinion of M. von Kimakowicz.

3

We refer to amateur “archaeologists” from Sibiu, unlisted in
The Register of the Archaeologists in Romania, but sustained
by authorized archaeologists. These “archaeologists” launch
all sorts of theories about historical and architectural evolution
of Sibiu in non-academic mediums, but of impact, for which
reason we consider mentioning their name in a scientific study
would only confer them unmerited credibility.
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of the discovery and wrote a memo, dated on 22 of
May 2000, addressed to several institutions
responsible with the research and preservation of
patrimonial goods inside and outside the country.
He recommended immediate amplifying of the
research,
asked
for
financial
support,
recommended the research team and proposed
ways for preserving the discoveries. (Pl. 1.2) As a
result, National Archaeological Committee signed
out a new authorization for systematic research
(no. 205/2001), appointing a new research team led
by Zeno Karl Pinter and composed by Petre M.
Beşliu, Mihai Rodean and Marian Ţiplic, as
research team members. Another result of the
memo was the fact that The Circle for
Transylvanian Studies from Heidelberg, financially
supported the research through a collaboration
contract with S.C. Clio-consult S.R.L. Sibiu. An
important logical support was given by the Town
hall of Sibiu.

(Marcu Istrate 2007, 44-50), based on incomplete
archaeological research (without considering the
inside stratigraphy of the monument) and on poor
bibliographical support. Still we choose not to
analyze these conclusions in a polemical manner,
but to describe in this study our own results and
opinions, leaving the specialists to choose.
Archaeological research
Because of the intrusion on the road bed and
because of the necessity to leave a crossing area
for the autos, the research area was limited.
Because previous public works had already
removed some parts of the road bed and of the
footway and because the ground level was to be
altered it was necessary to establish a ground zero,
(w- Wagriss) to which all depths measurement
could refer to. A point that was not going to get
altered was taken, at the higher limit of the
foundation of the gothic choir of the parochial
evangelic church.

Although a little odd, we also have to mention in
this short history of the research for the rotunda’s
area in Huet Square, a later archaeological
research. Three years after the end of systematic
research of the rotunda, in Huet Square took place
an extended archaeological research as part of the
rehabilitation and paving program of the area.
Although the research in rotunda’s area was
finished and an article about the first stage of the
research (Munteanu-Beşliu et alii 2000, 472-483)
and a preliminary report (Pinter, Ţiplic 2003, 284)
were written, the authors of the archaeological
research in Huet Square “tangential touched” the
rotunda, through an action of arguable professional
deontology. 4 Although according to the plans
published after the two tranches S11 and S18 do
not touch the rotunda (Marcu Istrate 2007, 240 pl.
18), the attached photographs prove otherwise and
ample images of the foundations are offered to the
reader (Marcu Istrate 2007, 44, fig. 37; 45, fig. 38).
The monographic study following the research is
concerned with the rotunda in the same manner
launching chronological and historical opinions

Continuing the numbering of the tranches from
those of the year 2000 - S1 and S2 (MunteanuBeşliu et alii 2000, 473) and considering the
ground situation, S3 tranche was opened, with a
width of 2 meters and a length of 9 meters on the
northern side and 6 meters on the southern side. It
partially overlays S1 and S2 opened in 2000.
Parallel and north of S3, S4 tranche was opened
leaving 1.5 meters between, a width determined by
the presence of a drainage access. S4 is 10 meters
long and 2 meters width. S4 was continued to the
West with test square C1, leaving 0.5 meters
between. C1 is 2 meters width and 2.5 m long. In
this case the dimensions of the test squares and the
distance between them was also determined by the
presence of a drainage access. Test square C2, 3
and 3 meters, was opened north of C1 and S4,
leaving 1.5 meters between. C2 was made to
complete the plan of the rotunda, in the only place
left where research was possible.
S3 trench
Almost on the entire surface of the tranche the
southern part of the rotunda wall was found, with
very little damage on the higher limit caused by
water and methane pipes. The higher limit of the
wall is w-1.56 meters deep with little variation,
which could indicate a systematic demolition down
to a planed level. The base of the wall was found in
the eastern side of the tranche at w-2.40 m, on
sterile soil. In south-western corner of the tranche
at w-1.70 meters, a stone arrangement was found
in a pit of approximately 0.70 meters diameter. (Pl.
1.1). Considering the way the stones were placed
and the fact that they were approximately 0.50
meters away from the exterior face of rotunda’s

4

Zeno Karl Pinter was appointed as scientific coordinator of
the archaeological site from Piaţa Huet cod RAN 134469.04,
through Archaeological Research Authorization no 205 /
2001, after 23 of May 2001 decision no 1, registered in The
Archaeology Department of Cultures and Cults Ministry under
no 687 of 29 of June 2001 and sent to Culture, Cults and
Patrimony County Direction and registered as no. 410 of June
12th, 2001. Therefore at the beginning of the archaeological
digging of the monument by Daniela Veronica Marcu through
S.C. Damasus S.R.L., based on July 10th, 2005 authorization
issued for a different RAN code (143469.03), the legal right of
scientific property wasn’t invalided yet. (see ANGELESCU
2004, 103 sq., Annexe 6, instated through O.M.
2392/06.09.2004; see also Statute 8 of 1996.
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wall, we can conclude that this arrangement was
from a scaffold’s prop. The depth of this
arrangement and quarry stone that was used,
identical with the one used for the walls of the
rotunda, lead us to the conclusion that the
arrangement was a part of the scaffold used to
elevate the rotunda. On the eastern side of the
trench observation were made on how the
foundation’s ditch of the rotunda was dug through
a culture layer, 0.35 meters thick, black, compact,
with traces of coal and a few small fragments of
prehistorically pottery, identified as belonging to
Coţofeni culture by the colleagues from Brukenthal
Museum, which took the materials for analyze.
This layer is directly over sterile soil, on which the
base of the foundation is also placed at w-2.40
meters.

The discovery of these graves, the only graves
discovered during our research, do not offer certain
dating elements. The only certainty is that they
were later than the rotunda, but from a time when
the presence of the monument was still alive in the
collective memory. Also, the depth of their
discovery, w -1.00 m – w -1.20 m, meaning 0.40 –
0.50 m from today’s ground level, proves that in
medieval times the ground floor of the necropolis
around the church was higher.
The external parament of the rotunda was
discovered 1.70 m away from East profile of the
trench, the base of the foundation being here w 2.20 m deep but still not reaching sterile soil,
which appears the same as in trench S3, at w -2.40
m depth. In trench S4, as in S3 also, the ditch of
the foundation is piercing through a prehistoric
culture layer. At 2.98 m away from the Eastern
profile the inner parament of the wall of the
rotunda was discovered. The base of this parament
is w –1.38 m deep and it reaches sterile soil. We
can thus observe that the foundation’s ditch was
not constantly dug to reach sterile soil and it
wasn’t always dug at the same depth. The
thickness of the wall varying in trench S3 from
0.94 and 1.20 m does not remain constant either. In
S4, one can observe a thickening of Eastern part of
the wall to values of 1.28 m to 1.32 m.

S4 trench
After relatively hard removing of a concrete area,
one could easily observe the refills of multiple
contemporary facilities’ trench for water, methane,
electricity and sewage. After deepening the
trenches, in its extreme East a layer of soil with a
lot of modern days construction materials could be
seen, a result of the development of the houses on
the eastern side of the Square. Under this layer,
another layer with a lot of dispersed human bones
coming from successive burials was discovered
together with three graves partly or totally
disturbed. From the grave M1, only the pit was
discovered, oriented in an atypical manner, NorthSouth, and half covered by the North profile. The
grave pit was discovered at w-1.00 m depth. In the
filling of the pit disturbed human bones were
discovered and no other archaeological inventory.
Grave M2 (Foto 2), was discovered at w-1.00 m
depth in the South-Eastern corner of the S 4 trench,
with minor areas covered by South and East
profiles. The pit was only partly visible because it
was dug in previously disturbed soil. The deceased
was laid on its back East-West oriented with its left
arm on its basin. Right arm’s area was disturbed.
No archaeological inventory was discovered.
Grave M3 (Foto 3), was discovered immediately
under M2 at w-1.20 m. It was oriented East-West.
Just a few bones from the legs and lumbar areas
were found, the rest being destroyed by the pit of
M2. No archaeological inventory was found. It
appears that M3 grave pit was not dug horizontally
but slightly lower in the Eastern part, with a
difference of altitude of 0.20 m, making the pelvis
and legs area being lower than the upper side of the
skeleton. This is the reason why M2’s grave pit
disturbed only the upper side of grave M3.

Although the inner space of the rotunda is crossed
by several ditches of contemporary facilities,
between them a few areas of undisturbed
stratigraphy could be observed.
In the near vicinity of the Eastern wall under
approximately 0.60 m of rubble filling, two thin
layers of levelling were observed over a thick layer
with a lot of rubble, bricks, stones and binder,
which seems to be a result of the demolition of the
monument. Under this thick layer, a compact layer
of human bones was discovered, mainly long
bones of the limbs, fragments of basins’ bones and
cranium parts, most of which crumbled under the
pressure of the layers above. In the upper part of
this layer a silver coin was found dating from the
middle of the 15th century (1453-1454). 5 Near the
5

Av. [

WLA]DIS-LAI·R

GIS ?

Rv. S·LADISL-AVS·R
The signs of the minting workshop W-B (Veszprém).
Dated: 1453-1454.
The letters missing from the legend of the obverse do not
allow its optimum reading. One cannot certainly say if the
legend is that of Wladislaw I or Ladislaus V. Based on its
design though it probably belongs to Wladislaw I and its
recomposing could look like it’s shown above. This type of
legend is registered under number 602 of Huszár (Huszár
1979), where it is also associated with a reverse of Saint
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inner parament of the Eastern wall this layer is
more consistent, going to w –2.40 m in depth.
There it lies over a layer of yellow mortar which
starts at the wall of the rotunda and which’s bottom
line lays over sterile soil and corresponds with the
base of the foundation.

to indicate the opening of an access to the interior
of the monument. Unfortunately it is precisely this
area that is disturbed by underground electrical
cables and the pluvial pit. At w –1.60 m depth, on
the centre of the test square an arrangement made
out of one layer of bricks bound with mortar was
observed. The arrangement closes in a 90° angle a
perimeter hard to establish, due to the reduced area
of the digging.

In the centre of the circular inner space of the
rotunda, after removing the refilling of former
water, methane and drainage ditches, a circular
pillar was discovered at w –2.12 m depth. The
pillar is built up in the same manner and using the
same materials as the wall of the rotunda. The base
of this pillar was also at w –2.40 m depth, the same
level as the base of rotunda’s foundation. Based on
still visible outside curving we can reconstruct the
circular plan of the pillar, which had a diameter of
1.20 m. Close by the central pillar at w –2.12 m
depth, in a layer of ash a coin was found. It dates
back from the 16th century (1592, Rudolf the
Second) (Huszár 1979, catalogue no: 1059).6

Test square C2
The test square revealed at w –1.35 m a larger
segment of the wall of the rotunda and allowed this
way to delineate quite precisely the planimetry of
the monument. At w –1.24 m, in the South-west
corner of the test square, partly covering the level
to which the wall of the rotunda was dismantled, a
modern pit was identified going down to w –2.33
m depth. In this pit a layer of intense burning and
bitumen was observed at w –1.40 m to w –1.50 m
depth. The pit also cuts across the filling of the
drainage trench made in 1906 – 1909, being thus
posterior to this period. It would seem that this pit
was used to melt down bitumen for asphalting the
area in 1954. In the opposite corner of the test
square at w –2.48 m depth and going under the
North profile, an approximate circular pit (3.40 m
diameter) was identified in sterile soil coming from
the top black layer with small prehistorically items.
Just a few pottery items were discovered in this
complex, belonging to Coţofeni culture and they
will be processed and published in a separate study
by the colleagues from Brukenthal Museum in
Sibiu.

The Western side of the trench revealed also a part
of the arrangement of the ground floor inside the
rotunda. At w –2.24 m depth, on a layer of flat
river stones, a mortar layer was laid 2 to 4 cm
thick, over which pavement bricks were laid. All
this bricks were dislocated during the
decommission of the monument, but a few prints
preserved in the mortar layer show that the same
type of bricks as the ones measured by Mauritius
von Kimakowicz in 1906 – 1909 were used,
namely bricks with 32 x 18 cm. Unfortunately the
Western extremity of the rotunda could not be
observed because of an arrangement of a pluvial
pit.

Planimetry observations
Due to the archaeological research previously
described, the dimensions and a few constructive
characteristics of the rotunda were identified. The
monument has a circular plan with an inner
diameter of 7 m. The exterior diameter on the EastWest axe is of 9.50 m and on the North-West –
South-East axe, where it could be measured, of 9
m. The difference results both from thickness of
the wall (which varies between 0.94 m and 1.20 m)
and from the visible thickening of the wall up to
1.35 m on the Eastern side, where at the level
above an apse is supposed to have existed.
Precisely in the geometric centre of the circular
inner space a circular pillar existed with an
approximately 1.15 m diameter. The pillar was
made out of the same construction materials as the
ones used for the walls of the rotunda and its
diameter equals the average thickness of the walls.
On the Western side one can suppose the existence
of an entrance opening, based on the alignment of
some stones of the wall. The level of the base of

Test square C1
In the South-East corner of the test square, the wall
of the rotunda was once again observed on a
relatively small segment at a w –1.42 m depth, and
the alignment of some stones in the segment seem
Ladislaus type. The legend of the reverse, which can be fully
read, it’s typical for Ladislaus V’ reign being associated with
the signs of the minting workshop from Veszprém: WB (Pohl
1982, 95) as one can find it in Huszár catalogue at number
663. It’s possible that the coin was issued during Ladislaus V’
reign, with the legend of the obverse specific to Wladislaw I’
reign, which did not impacted to much on the reading of the
name of the king.
The coins were analyzed and read by our colleague Silviu
Purece, to whom we thank here also for his professional and
prompt help.
6
Denar Rudolf II
Av. RVD·II·RO·I·S·AV·G·H·B·R·
Rv. PATR*1592*HVNG
The signs of the minting workshop K-B (Kremnitz)
Dated: 1592
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the walls’ and central pillar’s foundation is
constant and placed on sterile soil. The level of
dismantling of the rotunda’s walls is also constant,
the central pillar instead being dismantled down to
the base of the foundation and after that partially
destroyed by drainage tranches from the beginning
of the 20th century. It’s interesting to note that
when digging the very deep drainage trenches in
1906 – 1909, carefully observed by Mauritius von
Kimakowicz, rotunda’s massive walls were not
dismantled and the drainage was placed under. The
central pillar however not being identified as
connected with the rotunda was sectioned by the
trenches. The majority of the other facilities
trenches (methane, electrical cables) go over the
dismantling level, an exception being the trenches
made for the old water pipe which derange twice
the wall of the rotunda.

sedimentation. Under these layers there is a
massive 40 cm thick, most likely a result of
dismantling the monument. This layer lies over a
compact layer of small human bones, thicker near
the walls of the rotunda where is 1 m thick. The
layer of human bones, dated with a coin from the
middle of the 15th century lies over a layer of black
soil with small traces of plaster and human bones.
This layer stands over a pavement of the inner
space of the rotunda made with yellowish plaster
(like the one used for the walls) which lies over a
layer of stones placed directly on the sterile soil.
Considering the materials that were used and the
fact that the pavement sits directly on sterile soil
we consider this to be the first floor of the rotunda.
The same type of pavement was recorded in grid
square 1, but the layer of human bones is missing.
In grid square 2, in the immediate vicinity of the
central pillar, between the drainage pipe’s
excavation and the water pipe’s excavation several
thin layers were observed, seeming to indicate
several restorations of the inner pavement. In this
place (Pl. 1.2) over the pavement sitting on sterile
soil (8), a black layer of sedimentation occurs of 6
– 8 cm (7). Over this layer another of one of 4 – 6
cm thick plaster made with big pebbles (6), was
observed. Over this there are two other layers of
plaster (5 and 4) pavements of the inner space.
These pavements with plaster are covered by a
layer of ash and coal, dated with a coin from the
end of the 16th Century. (3)
Outside the rotunda the stratigraphy is different. In
the Eastern extremity of the trench S4, in grid
square 5, under the contemporary filling a layer of
soil disturbed by inhumations was observed. This
layer overlays a massive layer with prehistoric
materials. Under the prehistoric layer sterile soil
was observed. In the Western side of the rotunda,
in the area researched through test square C1, the
stratigraphy reveals several aspects in connection
with the evolution of the monument. On the
Northern profile under the contemporary
developments (asphalt and concrete), one can see
the dismantling trench (16) for the Western wall of
the rotunda. This trench cuts through several layers
and developments contemporary with the using of
the monument. A layer of pebbles (10) comes most
likely from the levelling of the square and under
this there is a massive layer of soil mixed during
the levelling (11). The construction level of the
rotunda is marked by a layer of yellow soil, binder
and small quarry stones (14), which covers the
prehistoric cultural layer. In stratigraphic
connection two thick layers of binder (15) were
observed and two layers from the restoration of the

Stratigraphic observations
The most interesting profile is the one of the
Northern side of trenches S4 and of the test square
C1. (Pl. 1.2) In the central area of the profile one
can see the trenches of contemporary facilities. The
oldest and the deepest appliance is that of the
drainage recorded in grid squares 2-3 and which
cuts through all the stratigraphy to the sterile soil7.
This development is cut (between grid squares 1
and 2 and in grid square 3) by trenches made for
the water pipes. In grid square 3, in the former
trenches made for water pipes other trenches were
dug for the methane pipes. In grid square 1, all the
archaeological layers are disturbed by a concrete
accumulator tank for the pluvial water. In grid
square 5 another excavation for the pluvial water
cuts through the stratigraphy. Even with all these
traces of contemporary public works one can still
notice undisturbed archaeological layers which
clarify the existence, the use, the abandoning and
the dismantling of the monument in Huet Square.
At the border of grid squares 4 and 5 one can
observe the excavation made for dismantling the
walls of the rotunda. This layer with yellowish
mortar and small quarry stones similar with the
stones of the still standing walls proves a
systematic dismantling and recuperation of the big
stones.
At the border of grid squares 3 and 4 an important
stratigraphic situation for the evolution of the
monument was recorded. Under the massive layer
(40 şi 60 cm) of levelling filling a layer of 5 – 6 cm
of plaster was observed, over a 3 – 4 cm of
7

According to the information offered by the administration
of Regia Apă – Canal Sibiu, in this area the drainage is 5
meters under the ground level of the square.
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rotunda (12 and 13), which contain small
fragments of binder and bricks.

a scaffold from which the trace of a hole made by a
leg was found. The hole was placed 0.50 m away
from the outside parament and at the same depth as
the construction level documented in test square
C1. Unfortunately, based on the archaeological
data one can say very little about the upper
structure of the monument, about its height and its
type of roof. Still it is quite certain that the
monument never had a tile covering, not even one
fragment of tile being discovered the medieval
excavated layers. The monument was used for a
while as a cemetery chapel, the basement being
used as an ossuary, as proven by the massive layer
of human bones from the Eastern part of the inner
space. The bones are both a result of the successive
grave excavations in a long functioning cemetery
with a narrow space and of making great
construction works in the area of the cemetery.
Erecting the gothic church would chronologically
correspond with the 15th century coin discovered in
this layer. During this phase of the rotunda a
collapse takes place, which was observed
stratigraphic inside the monument. Due to the
presence of bricks in this massive layer of brash
we think that only a collapse of the first paved with
bricks floor happened without damaging the walls.
The ash layer observed in trench S4, seem to
indicate a fire from the end of the 16th century or
the beginning of the 17th as the cause of the
collapse. The coin discovered in this layer seems
support such dating. The dismantling of the
monument took place rather late, probably after the
17th century, because the monument is till sketched
in a drawing of that time (Niedermaier 1979, 279,
Abb. 160). It is also obvious that dismantling was
systematic, keeping a constant level. Stratigraphic
the dismantling trench can be observed right under
the asphalt and concrete of the contemporary
street, both in trench S4 grid square 4 and in test
square C1. This is also a clue that during modern
times, most likely at the end of the 19th century, the
ground level of the square was lowered.

All over the researched area a fracture of the upper
stratigraphy was observed, a clear proof of the
ample urban public works made in 1868-1893
(Sigerus, 49) for lowering the general ground level
of the square. Traces of these public works (during
which the cemetery around the parochial church
was deallocated and massive quantities of human
bones were exhumed) were also observed outside
our excavations, in the courtyard of Luxemburg
House, (Huet Square 16). During excavating a
drainage trench without an archaeological
consultant here was sectioned a thick layer of
human bones simply stored in the back of this
courtyard in the 19th century. This situation reflects
as clear as possible the difference of mentality,
piety and respect for the disturbed during public
works bones of the ancestors. In the 15th century
the bones were stored in an ossuary created in the
basement of the rotunda, while in the 19th century
they were simply “hidden” from the curious looks.
Archaeological conclusions
Considering the planimetric and stratigraphic
observations, one can note a few general
conclusions concerning the chronology of the
monument.
The rotunda in Sibiu was built during one single
phase and suffered no significant transformations
during its long existence. In the area where the
rotunda was built there were no former wall
constructions or any other medieval complexes
(graves, wooden or earth structures). The
foundation trench was dug by piercing a
prehistoric cultural layer (Coţofeni culture) all the
way down to the sterile soil. The technique used
for building the chapel was that of building directly
in the foundation trench with quarry stones
carefully placed in paraments on successive layers
of binder and emplecton made out of the same
materials. After elevating the walls up to the
ground level of the builders, the inner space was
emptied thus creating an abasement in which a
central pillar was erected to support the ground
floor. The circular pillar was erected in the same
technique and out of the same materials as the
walls and its diameter coincides with the thickness
of the walls. The inner space was paved by laying
a yellowish layer of binder (like the one in the
walls) on top of a level of stones placed on sterile
layer. On this layer of binder a pavement was made
out of bricks. The inner pavement has suffered
several restorations archaeological observed only
nearby the central pillar. Erecting the ground floor
and a possible first floor was made with the help of

Typology and chronology
Based mainly on similarities with Transylvanian
and European territories, the planimetric and
stratigraphic observations narrow down the
typological and chronological framing of the
monument. The quest for parallels and for the
origins of this monument in Transylvanian
architectural landscape should start nearby, in
Orăştie, where a very similar rotunda (the
planimetric differences are only of centimetres and
the construction technique is identical (Pinter
2002, 263 sqq.) was excavated. The rotunda in
Orăştie was easily dated in the middle of the 12th
Century, because of its construction in an area
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undisturbed by numerous public works and which
offered a lot more dating elements through the
archaeological items found and through the
archaeological context: the stratigraphic relations
with the previous earth fortification, with the
contemporary donjon and with the later
ecclesiastical monument (Pinter 2002, 269 - 272).

found by archaeological research in Sighişoara
(Marcu - Istrate 2007, 49), formerly only supposed
by older historical writing (Vătăşianu 1959, 239).
Very good examples of quite similar fortified
rotundas or attached to fortified systems we can
find in almost all the regions of Europe of the 11th
– 12th Centuries. In Scandinavian Peninsula
fortified rotundas belonging to local potentates
were researched in Ols, Oster, Nykirke, Nylars,
Valleberga, Hagby, Voxtrop, Bosau, Bromma,
Schlamersdorf, Bjernede and even some belonging
to royalties as the ones in Stora Hedinge and
Tjärstadt (Hinz 1983, 77 sqq). In England rotundas
with semicircular apse are also known in
connection with seigniorial courts like the case of
the Ludlow castle, where the capel is dated in 1160
or the case of the royal residence in Woodstock,
where during 1233 king Henric III commands the
repainting of a round chapel, already mentioned in
1186 (Untermann 1989, 190). Even in the area of
the Catalan Pyrenees there is a group of known
chapels erected in some seigniorial courts during
the 11th and the beginning of the 12th century
(Untermann 1989, 190). In Germany chapels with
central plan are quite numerous, but rotundas with
semicircular apse appear mostly also in very
important seigniorial courts. Characteristically for
French and German areas are the rotundas with
two levels, the so called double chapels
(Doppelkapelle), small replicas of the famous and
admired palatine chapel in Aachen, a symbol of
imperial authority and of the memory of Carol the
Great (Kreusch 1965, 463 sqq). These chapels
have a crypt like in the case of Saint Michael
rotunda in Fulda or an atrium like in the case of the
rotunda in Honcourt (Will 1994, 280-288). In
Central Europe, rotundas most often exist like
court chapels (Slivka 1986, pp.359-376; Slivka
1984, 193-412) for example in Saxony, at Groitsch
(Vogt 1987, 63, 138), Knautnaudorf or Petersberg
(Küas, Kobuch 1977, 102), in Poland at Przemysl,
Strzelno, Ciszyn, Grzegorzewice, Łekno (Wirwa
1988, 171-195) or Płock (Untermann 1989, 187),
in Bohemia and Moravia (Poulík 1986, 59-78), at
Znojmo, the residence of the duke Konrad II
(1123-1150) (Kizemská 1987, 5-59) Plaveč, Předni
Kopanina, Starý Plznek (Merhautová 1984, 80, 81,
114), Pustimĕř (Konecny 1986, 329-375),
Mihalovciach (Slivka 1982, 289-310) or like
personal churches (even at royal courts), for
example in Cracow-Wawel (Lost Wawel 1998) or
in Praga-Staré Mĕsto (Hrubý 1965, 178 sq) and
Praha-Vyšehrad (Merhautová-Livorová 1965, 8892; Dragoun 1988, 403-415). In this area rotundas
and donjons are often included in earth
fortifications like in Týnec (Hejna 1976, 69-7;

In Geoagiu de Jos there is a simple rotunda with a
semicircular apse, but without a crypt (Anghel
1965, 615-618; Petrov 1996, 403-413; Petrov 1997,
p.41 sqq) (Popa,1533) which is in our opinion even
older than the one in Orăştie and in Alba Iulia in
the bishops residence there is a rotunda - baptistery
dating form the end of the 10th Century or the
beginning of the next (Heitel 1972, 139-160; Heitel
1975, 3-10; Petrov 1997, 36 sqq.). (Popa,1527 sq)
These monuments could have served by a certain
degree as models. These three monuments are also
the only ecclesiastical buildings with circular nave
and semicircular apse known in Transylvania thus
being the only typological Transylvanian parallels
for the rotunda in Sibiu (even if not identical). The
rotunda in Alba Iulia is smaller and was used as a
baptistery, a fact almost unanimous accepted
(Heitel 1975, 333-351). The rotunda chapel in
Geoagiu has similar measures but does not have a
crypt. Concerning its functionality opinions are
divided between parochial church (Molnár-Gervers
1972, 46-52.) and seigniorial chapel (Popa 1533),
the second opinion being from our point of view
easier to argument both through its dimensions and
trough the belonging of Geoagiu dominion to the
old Akos family which also owned Gurasada
(Documente C-XIII, 389), where a central planned
cvadrilobal chapel was also erected (Popa 1984,
54-66).
A possible parallel is a central planned
ecclesiastical building which seems to have existed
in Cenad. The building was drawn on the plan
made by L. F. Marsigli in 1697, as a rotunda with a
circular nave and a semicircular apse (Niedermaier
1996, 31 sq). During the archaeological research of
1994 traces of a monument which could be
identified as a rotunda and dated in the 10th – 11th
Centuries were identified (Iambor, Matei, Bejan
1995, 19). Because of its disposition in the famous
bishop centre of Banat it is likely that this was a
baptistery, necessary both in Cenad as in Alba for
the baptism of pagan Hungarians. (Popa, 1529) In
Cenad it is likely this was made under the
patronage of the Eastern Church (Gyóni 1947, p.
45), a fact sustained also by written recordings of a
Greek friars’ monastery with Saint John the Baptist
as titular saint (Szentpétery 1938, p. 488 sqq).
More recently another rotunda seems to have been
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Untermann 1989, 182), or they are erected in the
12th Century on older, 9th Century earth
fortifications like in the case of Košice-Krásna
(Széplak) (Polla 1984, p. 181). At Nitrinska
Blatnica, a rotunda with a semicircular apse was
erected after the 11th Century in a seigniorial court
which absorbs an older fortification (Ruttkay 1975,
94-94). In Hungary we also find simple rotundas
with an apse in the most important royal or
seigniorial courts (Holl 1970, 383-386). In the
royal stronghold in Vesprem a simple rotunda was
discovered (Kralovánsky 1984, 189-207). Near the
first palace at Esztergom another excavated
rotunda is mentioned (Nagy 1971, 181-198), and
another one in the count stronghold in Trencsen
(Nešporava 1978, 193-195). Maybe the most
interesting example, related to the rotundas in
Sibiu and Orăştie, is the Romanesque chapel
excavated at Banská Štiavnica (Selmecbánya),
which had a crypt and a ground floor, which was
also used as ossuary (Karner) and was situated
South-Eastern of the Gothic Church (MolnárGervers 1972, pl. 36).

Conclusions
Following the archaeological research and based
on typological and chronological analysis based on
some parallels from Transylvania and Medieval
Europe one can note the following conclusions:
The foundations discovered in Huet Square in
Sibiu are the remains of a religious monument with
a central plan built in the 12th Century.
The planimetry of the monument indicates its
similarities with the series of double seigniorial
chapels (Doppelkapelle), with a crypt first intended
for the use of the seigniorial family, ground floor
intended for religious services and a possible upper
floor with the sole purpose of defence.
The area excavated around the chapel shows its
incorporation in a seigniorial defensive system
with a defence trench and a wooden fortification. 8
After the 13th Century the monument is transferred
to the local community and used as a cemetery
chapel, the old crypt being transformed in the next
Centuries in an ossuary, the monument becoming
this way a mausoleum-chapel or „Karner”.

The contexts in which simple rotundas (sometimes
called in specialized literature of Bohemian or
Moravo-Bohemian type), appear as parochial
churches are generally considered unclear and
specific to Eastern Europe (Untermann 1989, 200).
The most rotundas used as parochial churches
appear in Bohemia, Moravia and Hungary
(Untermann 1989, 199-208), but one can rarely say
if these were erected from the beginning as
parochial churches or if they were transferred to
community from the old masters and transformed
from old seigniorial chapels. The chapels in
Orăştie and Sibiu were transferred and
transformed, probably in the context of
emancipation of the colonists settled here, right
before the issue of the Andrean Diploma
(Zimmermann, Werner 1892, 9, N0.17).

The monument disappears from the urban
landscape after the 17th Century, when it’s still
sketched in a drawing of the time.
Concerning its historical context, the construction
of the rotunda seems to be connected with
apparition of the settlement in the first half of the
12th Century. Implicit, the entire seigniorial
ensemble in which the rotunda was included could
be referable to the Saxons’ locator during the
colonisation, Hermann, whose memory is today
present in the German name of the settlement he
started: Villa Hermani, Hermannsdorf, later
Hermannstadt.

8

The researches carried out by a collective from the
Brukenthal Museum in Sibiu, under the leadership of Prof. Dr.
Sabin Adrian Luca will soon be published. We thank here
again for the access to the original information.
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HISTORY OF RESEARCH ON THE CORVINS’ CASTLE IN HUNEDOARA

Ioan BODOCHI*
Delia-Maria ROMAN**
Abstract: This paper refers especially to a lesser known part of the historiography dedicated to the Corvins’
Castle in Hunedoara, the nineteenth century studies, done here at the time of the first restoration stage, a
bibliography unknown to most Romanian historians. Two of the most important authors who studied the castle in
Hunedoara, cornerstones for any study concerning the castle even to this day are Arányi Lajos, who wrote the
first monograph of the castle and Möller Istvan who establishes the construction stages of this important
Transylvanian monument.
Keywords: research, historian, history, art, architecture, castle, Corvins’ Castle
Rezumat: Articolul se referă in special la o parte mai puțin cunoscută a istoriografiei castelului Corvinilor din
Hunedoara și anume stdudiile efectuate aici la sfârșitul secolului al XIX-lea, în preajma primei etape de
restaurări, bibliografie la care puțini autori români au avut acces. Doi dintre cei mai importanți autori care au
studiat castelul hunedoarean, pe ale cărori lucrări încă ne bazăm și astăzi sunt Arányi Lajos, cel care a întocmit
prima monografie a castelului și Möller Istvan, care pune la punct etapele de construcție ale acestui important
monument transilvan.
Cuvinte cheie: cercetare, istoric, istorie, artă, arhitectură, castel, castelul corvinilor

The research concerning the castle in Hunedoara has
begun during the “romantic” period of the specialty
literature, when history, archaeology and their
auxiliaries were practiced by amateurs as passions.

published in 1830-33 by Kenderesi Ferenc, who in
his works (Kenderesi 1830, 22-55; Kenderesi 1833,
53-69) capitalizes Bajoni János’ inventory, done in
1681 for his employer Tököly Imre; it is true that
there were some mistakes in interpreting the text, but
they were corrected later on by Arányi Lajos.

Unfortunately, the Romanian historians and art
historians have not made a priority in researching the
most valuable medieval monument in Transylvania,
the important works being very few. Therefore our
study will focus more on the researches from
Hungary, studies that admittedly are the
bibliographical basis of later studies published in
Romania.

Several theme excursions were organized during the
second half of the nineteenth century in the area of
Hunedoara (Finály 1863, 135-142; Arányi 1866,
353-424, 443-453; Densușianu 1866, 14, 138, 164165), followed by several articles published in
newspapers and magazines (Arányi a 1866, 635-636;
Arányi b 1866, 271-272; Arányi 1867; Schulcz 1869,
429-438) but also presentations in what was to
become the most important stand that represented the
castle, The Hungarian Doctors and Biologists
Association which will create the motivation for the
beginning of the restoration and consolidation works
on the castle.

The first pieces of information concerning the castle
come from foreign travellers, who mention a
beautiful and powerful fortress in Hunedoara, where
one could enter solely using a rope on a pulley
(Holban et. al, passim).
At the beginning of the nineteenth century the castle
and John of Hunedoara represent a main attraction
for scientists, therefore being the centre of several
articles; some of the most important are the ones

Two of the most important works on the monument
are from that period, written by Schmidt Frederic
and Arányi Lajos; since these were written before
the restoration works they are also important as
sources of information (Schmidt 1865; Arányi Lajos
1867) on how the castle was structured, especially

* Muzeul Castelul Corvinilor, bodochiioan@yahoo.com
** Muzeul Castelul Corvinilor,
deliamariaroman@yahoo.com
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due to the plates and drawings comprised. Since
Kenderesi’s book several decades passed before
scientists returned their attention to the castle (in the
mean time a terrible fire, in 13 April 1854, left the
monument without most of its roof and desolated,
which led to a rapid and accentuated degradation of
the building). In this state, but also thankfully
preserving original architectural elements and
decorations, was the castle “re-discovered” by
researchers. The first, and unfortunately so far the
only monograph dedicated to the Corvins’ Castle
was the one published by Arányi Lajos, who first
came to visit Hunedoara in 1863. He took on the role
of speaking for the monument, publishing several
articles in Vasárnapi Ujság and presenting it at the
meetings of the Doctors and Naturalists Association.
During several more trips to Hunedoara he was
accompanied by artists who created the well-known,
extremely valuable drawings and plates as well as
thoroughly measured the architectural features. His
book starts with a 22-points introduction, explaining
the reasons behind his endeavour. The first part of
the monograph enumerates the owners of the castle,
a list mostly valid to today. The list is followed by a
description of the trip from Budapest to Hunedoara,
allowing the author several considerations on the
monuments seen along the way and on the borough
of Hunedoara. Next is a detailed description of the
castle as he sees it, a description that lacks specific
detailed methods – as the author was a doctor, not a
historian – and the presentation of Bajoni’s inventory
lists. Arányi doesn’t only correct the mistakes from
the previous Kenderesi paper but also makes his own
comments, thus making the text even more valuable.
The book ends with the explanations on the plates
and drawings, yet another mean for Arányi to
describe again the architectural elements. Because of
the extremely detailed plates and description of the
castle this paper is still used today as one of the most
important references for the monument.

several articles concerning the castle. Although he
wasn’t involved in the restoration works Schmidt
actually influenced them for almost three decades,
most of the chief architects being his apprentices,
architects such as Schulcz Ferenc, Steindl Imre,
Khuen Antal, Schulek Frigyes, students of the
Viennese restoration school, representatives of the
purist vision in restoring the monuments. The
architects draw plans, sketches and drawings without
taking into account the previous construction stages;
according to their vision the castle would have been
therefore almost entirely reconstructed. This is a
very fertile period concerning the restoration works
through numerous published articles in magazines
such as Századok, Archeologiai Ertesitő, aimed at
specialists but also for the public, in Vasárnapi
Ujság. At the time these restorations are considered
quality works. Unfortunately Schmidt Wilhelm died
almost a year after he took over the restoration works
and his position will be occupied by Steindl Imre.
This is considered a rather dark time of a decade
when the restoration works and the publishing of the
results drops vertiginously. Steindl is also accused of
channelling his attention on other projects and
considering Hunedoara as a secondary one (he didn’t
present any reports for the entire time he was in
charge with the restoration of the castle). This
situation wasn’t improved when he resigned in 1873,
the project being taken over by an engineer, Piacsek
Gyula. This situation would have lasted longer if a
pamphlet report wasn’t published (Schulcz, Ángyán
1876) and if later on Möller István wouldn’t have
accomplished a history of the restoration works. The
pamphlet was signed by Schulcz József and Ángyán
György, delivered to the Parliament in 1876,
incriminating Steindl and Piacsek of unjustified use
of funds; it also requested a committee that would
investigate the accusations. After this period of
destruction rather than restoration1, starting with
1881 and the formation of the national committee of
monuments, the restoration works re-started in a
professional manner but this time the funds were
minimal for what was needed to be done here.

One year after the publication of Arányi’s book the
restoration works that saved the castle from total ruin
had begun. The chief architect was Schulcz Ferenc,
who in the meeting on 4 March 1869 of the
Hungarian Historians Society declared that the
monument should be transformed into a royal
hunting castle; in such a castle – he also said – the
only one that could live here would be the most
important person in the country, none other than the
King himself (Lupescu 2004). He was an apprentice
of Schmidt Wilhelm, one of his teachers at the
University in Vienna, who published since 1863

1

This is a time, especially Piacsek’s period, when almost
all the frames decorating the façade in the inner yard were
broken or dismantled and then used as construction
materials, that the priceless frescoes on the second loggia
and the one on the Mace Tower were roughened and
covered with a thick layer of plaster, to mention only a
few problems that irremediably affected the castle at the
time.
100

Brukenthal. Acta Musei, VIII. 1, 2013
History of research on the Corvins’ Castle in Hunedoara

The popularity of the castle reached its peak around
1896 (when 1000 years since the arrival of
Hungarians in Pannonia were celebrated) when
architect Alpár Ignác prepared an ensemble that
would reflect the history of architecture in the
Hungarian Kingdom, using as a model the castle in
Hunedoara which meant a huge popularity for the
former residence of the Corvins (Lupescu 2004) (this
complex, after its completion received the name
“Vajdahunyad vára/ the Fortress of Hunedoara”. The
National Committee of Monuments edited for this
event the a large work in several volumes,
Magyarország műemlékei, edited by Gerecze Péter
and Forster Gyula, three volumes of which deals
with the monuments connected with the Corvins.

Möller Istvan and Wertner Mór were in charge with
the restorations from 1907 up until World War I, a
long period which helped the former to know the
detailed history of the castle and of its architectonic
features. Möller proposed not only the
archaeological research but also repairing the
mistakes of his predecessors. As a result of his
actions he edited a large work where for the first
time he hypothesizes a clear dating of the stages of
construction, dividing them into five periods 3; he
accompanied his research with plenty of illustrations
and plans, his work becoming therefore the most
cited and used paper, indispensable as bibliographic
reference in any article or book concerning the
Corvins’ Castle.

At this time Möller István, Khuen Antal’s
apprentice, starts working at the castle. His activity
will decisively influence the research on the
monument; his 1913 published paper in
Magyarország Mümlékei (Möller 1913, 77-14) is
still the basis of all researches on the castle through
its hypotheses and conclusions.

Möller’s work was interesting for historians and
especially for art historians mostly because he
presented and interpreted a fresco4 which decorates
the upper part of the arcade on the second loggia of
the Northern Wing of the castle. As per his
interpretation the male person on the fresco was
Sigismund of Luxemburg, the female character was
Elisabeta Mărgineanu (John of Hunedoara’s mother
and wife of Kniaz Voicu) and the child represented
on one of the pillars that supports the arcade was
John of Hunedoara. This interpretation fused a
problem which was considered solved by the
Hungarian historiography, the origin of John of
Hunedoara and of the Corvin family. The most
vehement reaction against this interpretation of the
fresco was Fraknói Vilmos’ who, in an article
published in Turul magazine (Fraknói 1914, 53),
accused Möller of “overstepping the boundaries of
common sense when, based on combinations, he
presented as an absolute truth something which the
historiographers considered from the start as
outdated”.
With the beginning of World War I the restoration
and conservation works were interrupted, then
Transylvania became part of Romania and the castle
is since then administrated by the Romanian
authorities.

Several other articles were published as well, such as
Nagy Lajos’s (Nagy 1902), on three chapters. The
first one deals with general information on the
Hunedoara County, then a short history of the
owners of the castle along the time. The third chapter
analyzes the origin of the name Hunyadi, a family
residing first in Zeicani, followed by a plan of the
fortress and a genealogical tree of the family,
probably based on information published in 1900 by
Wertner Mór (Wertner 1900) and later used by
Ştefan Pascu as well (Pascu 1957, 26)2. Dr. Ujtordai
K. Ernő edited a touristic guide (Ujtordai 1908, 813) in which he presented a rather detailed
description and three sketches of the castle. In 1909
Nagy Virgil presents the monument at a meeting of
The Group of Friends of the Historical Monuments;
this will be published together with a set of drawings
in the magazine Magyar Építömüvéset (Nagy 1908,
1-9). These works are syntheses of the prior articles,
meant to keep the public interested in the castle of
Hunedoara. They do contain a valuable insight:
images that complete our knowledge on the 18801913 restoration works.

Möller will write another paper (Möller 1928, 78-96)
concerning the most important Transylvanian
monuments, the castle in Hunedoara holding one of

2

3

Wertner Mór published a decision of Peter, Voivode of
Transylvania, concerning a certain Costea, father of Şerb (SurbSorb), grandfather of John of Hunedoara; Mór is the first
historian who hypothesizes that this family’s origins should be
looked for in Haţeg area. This hypotheses will be later revisited
by Ştefan Pascu.

The fourteenth century stage, John of Hunedoara’s first stage
of constructions, John of Hunedoara’s second stage of
constructions, Elisabeth Szilágyi’s stage, Gabriel Bethlen’s
works.
4
The fresco was discovered before 1867, by Arányi Lajos
during his first field trip to Hunedoara.
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the most prominent positions. Unfortunately this
paper was written more with the heart than with the
mind and it lacks a scientific value. Shortly after
Varjú Elemér publishes another paper (Varjú Elemér
1933, 189-1933) in which the castle holds an
important spot, but without new information, mostly
repeating what Möller wrote several years earlier.

it would be easy to notice that the four circular
towers (Turnul Buzdugan/Mace Tower, Capistrano
Tower, Bastionul Pustiu/The Deserted Bastion and
Turnul Toboşarilor/ Drummers’ Tower) are
symmetrically placed, as the terrain allowed it.
Another author who approached the subject of
medieval castle architecture in the Hungarian
environ is Gerö László (Gerö 1955). He tries to
create a typology and to frame the castle in
Hunedoara accordingly. Based on this typology the
castle belongs to the category of castles with exterior
towers.

The first Romanian art historian that wrote of the
castle was Virgil Vătăşianu, first in an 1933 article in
Boabe de Grâu magazine (Vătăşianu 1933, 420-431)
and then in his 1959 monograph on the history of art
in the Romanian countries (Vătăşianu 1959) where
he revisits the 1933 article, completing it with new
information. He adopts Möller’s chronology of the
stages of construction. Vătăşianu’s new insight:
dating the royal fortress during the second half of the
fourteenth century, as opposed to Möller who
mentioned a twelfth century fortress existing on the
place of the castle. He approached this issue from the
perspective of the art historian, analyzing the
architectural styles present in the castle, presenting
analogies, unfortunately not managing to capitalize
them, considering the castle as an isolated
phenomenon in fifteenth century Transylvania.

Another stage of restoration works starts with the
celebration of 500 years since John of Hunedoara’s
death; these works were supervised by Virgil
Vătăşianu and Oliver Velescu, the former resigning
shortly after.
In 1958 Velescu publishes a popularization booklet
(Velescu 1958) – which was re-edited in 1968
(Velescu 1968). He also uses Möller’s chronology
but doesn’t agree with the dating of the first stage of
construction during the thirteenth century. He also
presents the owners of the castle (slightly outdated
today) and ends the book with a tour of the castle,
using the information provided by Bajoni János in
the second half of the seventeenth century.

Balogh Jolán, starting with 1939, in several articles
deals with the art and architecture in fifteenth
century Hungary, especially under the patronage of
Matthias Corvinus (Balogh 1939; Balogh 1943;
Balogh 1966; Balogh 1985). He focuses mostly on
the fresco on the second loggia of the Northern
Wing, analyzing its stylistic features. In his opinion
the fresco presents Renaissance elements, maybe
created by a local artist inspired by the frescoes in
Buda; the fresco represents a courtly love scene, a
hypothesis earlier presented by Rómer Flóris and
Genthon István (Genthon 1936) and later on by Entz
Géza (Entz 1996) with several nuances. In a later
article Balogh will present a slightly different
hypothesis, that the fresco is earlier, with Gothic
elements, while the fresco on the southern side of the
loggia presents Renaissance elements. He begins the
discussion that in Transylvania the Renaissance
features appear for the first time at the castle in
Hunedoara (Balogh 1943), connected with the
workshops from Alba-Iulia. Balogh also wrongfully
rejected Möller’s opinion concerning the French
origin of the plan of the castle, suggesting that the
circular towers from constructions in France are
always set in a certain order and at standardized
distances, something that did not occur in
Hunedoara. But if one looks at the plan of the castle

The restoration works were accompanied by
archaeological researches whose results were
published in different articles. Alexandru Bogdan
publishes in Buletinul Monumentelor Istorice an
article (Bogdan 1970, 18-25) which summarily
presents the results of the excavations (a trench
sketch which raises a lot of questions) while the
chronology is identical with Möller’s5.
In 1973 Bágyuj Lajos publishes an article dealing
with a detailed account of the 1965-1968 restoration
works (Bágyuj 1973, 1608-1617). The complete
results of the works were unfortunately never
published. They were preserved in archives, later
capitalized by Radu Lupescu.
The Corvins’ castle also attracts the attention of
historians dealing with the history of fortifications.
For instance Gheorghe Anghel published several
articles and books (Anghel 1972; Anghel 1974-75,
363-376; Anghel 1986) where he hypothesizes that
the suspended gallery and the Neboisa tower were
5

A detailed account of the archaeological researches in
Hunedoara in a following article.
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century documents of castellans of Hwnyad.
Concerning this problem Engél Pál reaches the
conclusion that these documents do not actually
mention Hunedoara but the fortress of Huedin,
whose name was written the same as Hunedoara’s in
Hungarian (Engel 1996).

built during John of Hunedoara’s second stage of
constructions, after 1446.
Toward the end of the twentieth century Ioanchim
Lazăr also published several articles, syntheses of
the earlier works (Lazăr 1956; Lazăr 1974-75, 357361; Lazăr 1988-91, 133-150).

Chronologically, the following article was written by
Konstantin Vukov, concerning the restoration of the
Council Hall (Vukov 1988, 1-7). Based on analogies
and researches in Esztergom he considers that this
hall was originally built in one nave, not divided as it
was restored. The analogy presented by Vukov
seems wrong if we consider Arányi and Velescu who
both claim the existence of traces of consoles on the
lateral walls and based on these traces the current
vault was reconstructed.

When the palace in Buda started to be restored the
Hungarian historians returned to study the Corvins’
castle and the connections between the two
monuments. For the beginning Balogh Jolán points
out the possible links between the palace in Buda
and the castle in Hunedoara, ideas developed by
Gerevich (Gerevich 1961; Gerevich 1966) who sees
a resemblance between their balconies. Citing
Marosi Ernő (Marosi 1983, 293-310) Gerevich
claims that the two monuments are “a landmark of
the Hungarian architecture”.

One of the newer researches on the Corvins’ castle
belongs to Radu Lupescu, with several articles
concerning the subject and a PhD thesis,
unfortunately still not published, but with a resume
available online (Lupescu 2001-02, 8-34; Lupescu a
2003, 331-342; Lupescu b 2003, 830-843; Lupescu
2004; Lupescu 2005, 385-420) where he discusses
yet again the previous main themes concerning
Hunedoara: the dating of the first stage of
constructions (adopting the fifteenth century as only
possible period, agreeing in this with A. A. Rusu),
for the construction and the decoration of the second
loggia he proposes two stages, suggesting that the
decoration of the arcade is later.

In Entz Géza’s monograph (Entz 1996) he dedicates
a chapter to the fifteenth century stages of
construction from Hunedoara. He also adopts
Möller’s conclusions, including dating the royal
fortress on the place of the castle during the
thirteenth century. Interestingly enough, Géza
notices that during John of Hunedoara’s period the
interest focus is transferred from the Court
architecture to the provincial one.
The final decades of the twentieth century bring
discussions on previously thought finalized themes
but which were never answered in a satisfactory
manner. One of the biggest questions still
unanswered was when did the first stage of
construction begin (with all the nuances of the
documents mentioning this construction, all
historians date it before the fifteenth century). By reanalyzing the 1409 royal donation of the Hunedoara
domain to Voicu and his family, historians such as
Mályusz Elemér (Mályusz 1984), Adrian A. Rusu
(Rusu 1999) and Radu Lupescu (Lupescu 2001-02,
8-34) reach the same conclusion: one cannot speak
of a fortress on the place of the current castle before
the fifteenth century. The older dating was based on
the analysis of the toponym Hunyadwar and the
confusion created by the presence of the suffix vár
(Hung. fortress) which neither before nor after 1409
was ever used. This was a mistake corrected in the
document of possession emitted by the Chapter in
Alba Iulia (in the 1409 document the fortress was
placed in the comitat of Alba, a mistake also
corrected by the Chapter). Another problem which
needed addressing was the mention in fourteenth

Our main concern in this paper is addressing the
historical researches on the castle, and especially the
lesser known, Hungarian ones, therefore not dealing
here with the archaeological researches.
In conclusion we see three stages of researches
concerning the castle in Hunedoara: after midnineteenth century, with documented efforts of
restoration, Möller’s stage, when he clarifies and
synthesizes the problems and conclusions concerning
the castle and the final stage, one including rediscussing previously addressed questions awaiting
their answers after following researches.
Researches accomplished within the Project
POSDRU/CPP107/DMI
1.5/S/76851,
contract
41/1.11.2010 co-financed from Fondul Social
European prin Programul Operațional Sectorial de
Dezvoltare a Resurselor Umane 2007-2013.
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ETHNIC, CIVIL AND MILITARY CEMETERIES IN SIBIU
THROUGHOUT THE 17th – 18th CENTURIES

Răzvan C. POP*

Abstract: The history of Sibiu registers a significant number of cemeteries, civil and military, of different
Christians rites and especially of different ethnic groups that lived in our city. Overall, we can talk about
twelve cemeteries and crypts, out of which two military and ten laic. Out of the ten laic facilities, five were
Roman – Catholic, two belonged to the Evangelic confession, two were Orthodox and one Greek – Catholic.
From the ethnical point of view, we can state that two belonged to the German population, other two to the
Romanian population and the other six belonged to the Catholic clerks with different ethnical origins,
originating from the entire Empire. In the Medieval area of Sibiu are noted seven cimiteries and crypts, other
six beeing noted in Terezian quarter and another one in Josefin quarter.
Keywords: Cemeteries, Sibiu, Transylvania, Modern Period

Rezumat: Istoria Sibiului înregistrează un număr semnificativ de cimitire, fie ele laice sau militare, ale
diferitelor rituri creștine și mai ales ale etniilor care au conlocuit în orașul de pe Cibin. În total, putem vorbi
de doisprezece cimitire și cripte, două dintre acestea fiind militare și celălalte zece laice. Dintre cele zece
laice, cinci erau romano-catolice, două aparțineau confesiunii evanghelice, două erau ortodoxe și unul
greco-catolic. Din punct de vedere etnic, putem afirma că două aparțineau etniei germane, alte două celei
românești iar celălalte aparțineau clerului romano-catolic, ce avea origini etnice diferite, provenite din
întreg imperiul. În zona medievală a orașului Sibiu sunt atestate șapte cimitire și cripte, alte șase fiind în
actualul cartier Terezian iar un alt cimitir regăsindu-se în cartierul Josefin.
Cuvinte cheie: Cimitire, Sibiu, Transilvania, periodă modernă

There is a reduced number of studies about the
history of burial places on the current territory of
Romania. This type of historical approach can be
decisively
identified
in
the
Romanian
historiography after 1990.

MEDIEVAL HERITAGE
Two necropolises studied and subsequently
published in the specialized magazines can be
retained from the Medieval Sibiu: the community
cemetery around Sibiu parochial church, currently
located within the Huet Square, necropolis studied
in 2005 (Marcu 2007, 14-25) and the cemetery of
Saint Cross Monastery located within the
monastery – hospital (Beșliu 2012, 227-235).

For the specific case of Sibiu, we have to mention
the studies of Professor Mihaela Grancea,
corroborated with the activity of the Association
for Hero Cult of Sibiu, association which intended
to conduct a classification of the military
cemeteries within the county.
In addition, the archive of the Directorate for
Culture of Sibiu County includes a complete
cataloguing, although these public monuments are
not directly covered by their jurisdiction. Another
approach for their cataloguing was initiated by the
Directorate for National Roads from Sibiu.

Additionally, there are other situations which have
to be mentioned, namely: the identification of the
ossuary within the round church (Pinter 2003,
196.) discovered in Huet Square, being connected
to the community cemetery within the above
mentioned location and the archeological
researches conducted around the medieval
monasteries of Franciscans and Dominicans,
though incomplete, which revealed the existence of
the graves within the mentioned locations. In the
current stage of researches, we cannot
scientifically claim the existence of cemeteries
within the two monasteries.

An important role is played by the documents of
the era, especially the cartographic studies and
maps from the 18th century.
* County Directorate for Culture Sibiu,
razvan@razvanpop.ro

The first known cemetery of Sibiu fortress is the
cemetery from the current Huet Square. The
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transformation of the fortified enclosure of the
local graf from the sacral area of the community
allowed the establishment within the stone walls
and around the parochial church of a community
cemetery in the 13th century, harmonized with all
the classical examples of the medieval world. This
functioned up to the 18th century (Grancea 2011,
155).

rich merchants and by clergy. The street grating
was regulated with a central square especially
arranged from the beginning for this purpose. At
the beginning of the period we studied, the Large
Square had an aspect similar to the one from the
construction of the first buildings. The 18th century
brings about significant modifications of the
façades of the buildings located on the alignments
of the central square. The Baroque and then the
Classicism replace the Gothic and Renaissance.
The proportions, the voids, the ledges or
frameworks, the roof coating with identical tiles,
all provide unity to the general aspect of the
square. The streets of the Upper Town had two or
three-storey buildings (Fabini 1983, p. 9). The
layouts of these streets were parallel with the ridge
of the hill on which they were constructed
(Czekelius 1976, p. 4). The general aspect of the
Upper Town was a vertical aspect, with higher
altitudes. This was the urban idea developed up to
the 18th century.

The second cemetery mentioned, the one within
the medieval hospital (Beșliu 2012, 227-235.), was
operational up to the Reform era, when the
ecclesiastic role of this building ceased.
Throughout the passage of the German community
in Sibiu from the Catholic Church to the Lutheran
Church, the Magistrate decided to inaugurate a
new cemetery, within the extramural space of the
borough, more precisely within the swamps which
surrounded the Thick Tower. This relocation of the
cemetery from the inner side to the outer side of
the fortress is a part of the larger process developed
at the European scale, namely to close the
intramural cemeteries (Beșliu 2012, 159.). This
process was determined by the plague epidemics,
but also by other diseases, increasingly frequent
throughout 16th century and 17th century. Thus, in
1564, this new cemetery is inaugurated, which will
be active up to the first half of the 20th century.
This cemetery stood the test of time, becoming a
landmark of the community from Sibiu, being
destroyed in the middle of the 1970s of the last
century, when the communist authorities decided
to build, on the location of the ancient cemetery,
the new building of Sibiu County Hospital, from
Corneliu Coposu Boulevard.

The Lower Town was mostly inhabited by
merchants and craftsmen. The connections with the
Upper Town were difficult, starting from the
current streets of Ocnei, 9 Mai, Turnului, towards
the three squares from the Upper Town. Here, the
buildings were single –storey, related to the
vernacular development of the plots. If in the
Upper Town the plotting is based on the
fortification lines located on the sense of the level
curves towards the bottom of the slopes between
the two platforms, high and low (Avram 1999,
21.), the plots from the Lower Town do not
completely observe this idea. Although it is the last
enclosure from the medieval town, the Lower
Town has sinuous layouts typical for the medieval
organization, the human intervention being as
ancient as the intervention from the other area.

SIBIUL throughout the 17th and 18th centuries
Sibiul borough of this period can be temporally
traced between two events which determined major
transformations in the structure of the fortress.
Sibiu, after the withdrawal of Prince Gabriel
Bathory from the fortress in 1611 (Sigerus 1997,
26) enters into a century of continuous
confrontations, strongly connected to the political
and administrative evolution of the entire
princedom. The end of this period can be
chronologically placed around the death of Baron
Samuel von Brukenthal in 1803 (Sigerus 1997,
51).

At its turn, the Baroque period can be divided into
a series of stages according to the typical character
of the style approached and the underlying ideas.
The end of the 17th century highlights the elements
of a Baroque typical for Transylvania, the Jesuit
style. The main monuments are ecclesiastical. In
the second half of the 18th century, the Illuminist
ideas will influence the Transylvanian Baroque, the
representative monuments being laic. The large,
arched entries, with the necessary space for carts,
are specific to the Baroque form Sibiu, the
buildings being constructed with increasingly more
outbuildings (Nistor 1976, 218).

In 1699, the town was divided by Morando
Visconti in his map (Fabini 1983, 21) in the Upper
Town (Citta Alta) and the Lower Town (Citta
Bassa). The Italian engineer traced the entire path
of the fortifications of the medieval fortress. The
Upper Town had a more evolved construction
conception. It was mostly inhabited by patricians,

The Baroque introduces the attic floor, even twostorey attic floors, thus providing monumentality
to the structure through their volume (Gympel
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1999, 56). The urban palaces are partially opened,
while the palaces built in nature are much more
developed from the volumetric point of view.
However, in both cases the palace is intended to
subdue the surrounding environment (Gympel
1999, 56). The street which lead to it, its position
in the central area of the city, the impression of
dominance, its symmetry (this type is also subject
to the organization of church spaces), the
organization of the main room in the center of the
building, on its central axle, all these elements
create the impression of brilliantly super
established by the Baroque monument.

16,000 inhabitants who lived in 1637 houses, 492
of the inhabitants living in the newest district, the
first extramural district, Josefstadt (Hochmeister
2007, 51, sqq).
THE CEMETERIES IN 1790
The life of the town is much more improved
throughout the Baroque centuries, especially along
with the Habsburg administration. A series of
reforms intended to modernize the imperial
province determined the increase of the quality of
life in the city. As an example, in terms of our
approach, the town hospital (the current almshouse
on Azilului Street) had a doctor paid with five
pennies for each patient (Hochmeister 2007, 68).
The funerals of the people deceased in the hospital
were undertaken by the budget fund of the
Hospital.

In Sibiu, all these structural elements of the
Baroque style can also be found at the elements
developed in its spirit of a town itself. Gustav
Seivert noticed at the end of the 17th century, a
luxuriance tendency of the life within the fortress
(Seivert 1859, 95).

Through Counter - reform, the Habsburg
administration determined the increase of the
influence held by the Catholic priest not only in the
religious life of the region, but also at the political
and obviously economic level. This will not be
easy to solve. In Sibiu, for example, the reverend
Edmund Chishull, from the group of Lord Paget,
who was passing for a few days through the
fortress, noticed at the beginning of the 18th
century that “The general and the garrison […] and
also a small number of papists, have to content
with a private chapel (Călători 1983, p. 207.)1.
Throughout the 18th century in Sibiu each Christian
confession developed its own parish.

There are two types of houses built in Sibiu
throughout this century. The first and the most
common is the rural type. The buildings are
constructed on both sides of the plot, with a
rectangular plan, with the narrow side facing the
street, surrounded by walls protected by tiles
(Avram 1999, 50). This type of house is typical for
the Lower Town (Avram 1999, 43). The second
type is the classical Baroque, introduced in two
stages, first by the Jesuits, and latter by the
governor of Transylvania, Baron Samuel von
Brukenthal. He will develop an actual urban plan,
which allowed the town to develop according to
the rules of the Illuminist period. The Baroque
building modifies the plan, including the street
pediment and outbuildings constructed on the plot
(Avram 1999, 46).

The essential document which mentions the
functional cemeteries throughout the Baroque
period is the almanac of Martin Hochmeister
published in 1790 and reedited in 2007. All the
necropolises in Sibiu are mentioned in this
almanac.

From the urban point of view, most of the
modifications had a public role. The streets will be
paved and fountains will be installed on the main
access streets, passages will be restored (as the
passage of the general which nowadays connects
the Large Square with Schiller Square), the lakes
will be dried and the grand entrenchment will be
set up in front of the Tower Gate. In addition, the
wood construction will be forbidden and the
houses will be numbered (Avram 1999, 47).

Thus, there are cemeteries “beyond Cibin in Lungă
Street”, “in front of Theater gate”, “near Orphans
House from Theresianum”, ” in front of Sagtor
gate”, ” in front of Burgtor, one to the left side of
the Gunpowder Tower and another one of the
Priest Garden” (Hochmeister 2007, 107.). Sibiu
map from 1794 (Sibiu 1794) confirms the
existence of five of the six cemeteries mentioned
by Hochmeister, the cemetery from the
Theresianum complex not being mentioned on the
cartographic document.

The emancipation of Romanians and the Edict of
Tolerance will determine the construction in the
new areas of new churches and Romanian schools.
In addition, the Edict for Concivility will also have
consequences on the urban plan, many Hungarians
establishing in the fortress and building houses.
According to Martin Hochmeister, in 1790, so
towards the end of the Baroque period, Sibiu had

Thus, placing them on the contemporary map of
Sibiu, we discover three cemeteries positioned in
1 We have to add that we are talking about the chapel from the
Lutsch House built on the current location of headquarters of
the Democratic Forum of Germans in Romania.
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Terezian district, on the current Lungă, Rusciorului
and Reconstrucţiei Streets. We also have the
ancient community cemetery, the one on the
current location of County Hospital and the two
military cemeteries at the outskirts of the medieval
fortress, on the current Zidului Street (within the
industrial complex).

their establishment, some historians speculating
that they existed since the period when the first
extramural cemetery was established, namely the
cemetery from the current Corneliu Coposu Street.
Nowadays, they continue to remain pure
speculations, in the absence of clear sources about
this type of urban establishment from Sibiu.

Even if this document does not mention the burial
areas within the medieval fortress, we have to
mention the crypts of the Franciscan, Jesuit and
Ursuline monasteries. Taking into consideration
the fact that in 1796 (Grancea 2011, 158), the ruler
Maria Theresa forbids the burial within the
Lutheran church from Huet Square, we can assume
that this cemetery was still active, at least in the
official documents. In addition, towards the end of
the 18th century, we can identify two other
cemeteries, one in Josefin district, around the
Church in the Hollow on the current Justitiei Street
and another cemetery around St. Lucas Church (on
Lungă Street), where currently are still buried the
Serbian Bishops of Orhodox Transylvania. The
lazaret in front of Elisabeth Gate was assembled
throughout the same period. Without any concrete
and final data, we can only raise a question mark in
terms of the Jewish cemeteries and regarding the
possibility that at least one such cemetery would be
used even since the Baroque period.

The cemetery was in direct connection with the
Church among the Fir –Trees, built between 1778
and 1795 (Avram 1999, 97). Scarce information is
known about this cemetery. It is certain that it will
be abandoned by the Greek – Catholic confession
at the beginning of the 20th century, when the
inauguration of the municipal church from current
Calea Dumbrăvii determined the transfer of most
cemeteries, both confessional and military, to this
cemetery, and their ancient locations were parceled
and assigned to the inhabitants of Sibiu. For this
cemetery, the area was taken over by the Lutheran
confession, being transformed in cemetery for the
poor people. Throughout the post –war period, this
cemetery was abandoned and parceled.
The cemetery on Rusciorului Street was opened
along with the ecclesiastical complex built around
1771 (Creştinismul 2002, 128.). It was operational
up to the inter-war period. Here were buried
Catholic priests from this area of Sibiu, orphan
children living in the theresianum orphanage built
near St Elisabeth Church, but also clerks, people
coming to Sibiu in order to work within the
imperial administrative body of the province. This
cemetery also ceased to exist once with the
inauguration of the municipal cemetery in 1907
(Grancea 2011, 155). Nowadays, it can be
positioned behind the former ecclesiastic complex,
between Rusciorului Street and the railways.
Today, apartment buildings are constructed above
this Roman – Catholic cemetery.

Overall, we can talk about twelve cemeteries and
crypts, out of which two militaries and ten laic.
Out of the ten laic facilities, five were Roman –
Catholic, two belonged to the Evangelic
confession, two were Orthodox and one Greek –
Catholic. From the ethnical point of view, we can
state that two belonged to the German population,
other two to the Romanian population and the
other six belonged to the Catholic clerks with
different ethnical origins, originating from the
entire Empire.

An important problem is represented by the
accurate localization of the two military cemeteries
near Ocnei Gate. We can assume that both
cemeteries were located around the Pim Factory
towards the Leather Dresser's Tower, where there
was the Şcolarilor Street (former priest Garden) in
the 19th century. More clues cannot be found in the
documents or in the cartographic representations of
these areas or in other specialized papers. The
maps from the second half of the 19th century no
longer mark the existence of the two cemeteries.

The cemetery “beyond Cibin in Lungă Street” is
probably located in the Reconstruction Park or, as
it was also known, in the Dead Men Park. It is
included on the first map of Sibiu elaborated by the
Italian engineer (Visconti 1692). It was operational
up to 1948 (Grancea 2011, 162) when it was closed
(latterly being a Greek – Catholic cemetery) by the
Communist authorities. The second cemetery from
Maierilor area was opened in 1778 being a Greek –
Catholic cemetery and it existed up to the second
half of the 19th century (Grancea 2011, 163). The
cemetery was located in the urban island between
Râului - Lalelelor - Grădinarilor and Reconstrucţiei
Street. It is also included on Visconti’s map.
Subsequently, both cemeteries are older than the
Habsburg period. There is scarce information about

The crypts of the three monasteries built at the
beginning of the 18th century within the fortress,
the Jesuit monastery between the Large Square and
the Small Square, the Ursuline Monastery on
Magheru Street and the Franciscan Monastery (the
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later being repaired and not rebuilt) on Şelarilor
Street, functioned as long as the institutions
themselves existed. The first which was no longer
active in terms of the burial process was the Jesuit
monastery which ceased the burials once with the
construction of the Roman –Catholic church and
with the banish of this Catholic monarchal order at
the end of 18th century in 1773. The crypt was
closed down in 2008. The other two crypts ceased
to be used to bury the monks or nuns after the
dissolution of monasteries by the communist
authorities, after 1945. The crypts continue to exist
under the form designed by the people who
established them along with the entire monastery.

of the County Hospital. What Martin Hochmeister
called in 1790 the theatre Gate (Hochmeister 2007,
107) is actually the Dead Men Gate, which he
connects to the fresh existence of the theatre within
the Thick Tower, theatre directed by him.
In 1787 (Nistor 1990, 5), within the repairing
operation of the fortification system of the
medieval church, one of the measures taken by the
military engineers was to create a new entry in the
fortress by breaking the fortification wall, which
would provide a faster access into the fortress from
the community cemetery. The establishment of this
gate was based on urban considerations, because it
considerably shortened the road of the citizens
towards the extramural side of the city, but also on
sanitary considerations, the passage of charts with
the dead bodies of the deceased people on the main
streets of the city, where almost all the important
institutions of the town were located, did not
represent a good solution for the general health of
the town.

These three crypts have to be mentioned because
here were buried not only the monks who served,
but also the important personalities of the town, as
Johann Haller, governor of Transylvania between
1734 and 1755 or foreigners who were passing
through the town and unfortunately died in Sibiu.
In 1761, Maria Theresa will accept the
appointment of a replacement for the Orthodox
bishop, namely the Serbian prelate Dionisie
Novacovici (Păcurariu 1981, 12.). After trips in
Orăştie, Sebeş, Vad, he established in Răşinari,
where he tried to move his headquarters in the
fortress of Sibiu. Only on June 30, 1772 the laic
representatives concluded a sale – purchase
agreement with G. Fronius in order to take over a
field from this area. Thus, they started the
construction of the church with the patron saint St
Luke the Evangelist, becoming the first head office
of the Orthodox Episcopate of Transylvania, with
Serbian bishops and later Romanian bishops. In the
18th century and at the beginning of the 19th
century, the Serbian bishops of Transylvania were
buried within the church, similar to the Roman –
Catholic crypts.

The name under which this gate remained in the
collective memory of the inhabitants from Sibiu is
a diversified one. The German name of this gate is
Neutor, namely new gate, thus delimitating its
oldness compared to the other gates which were
arranged even since the medieval period. On the
map from 1829 (Grundriss 1829), the gate is
marked between the Thick Tower and the Haller
Bastion. In exchange, another map at the end of the
19th century (Krabs 1875) no longer includes this
fortification element, proving the fact that the gate
was already demolished, probably within the
demolition process of the ancient fortification and
opening of the ancient fortress.
This cemetery was operational up to the end of the
19th century, when it was permanently closed
(Grancea 2011, 160). It served the medieval
fortress and the Josefin district. In the 1970s of the
last century, it was dissolved by the Communist
authorities, the bones being thrown in the landfill
site of Sibiu. Some graves were transferred in the
municipal cemetery and some grave stones were
included in the inventory of Brukenthal National
Museum or of the Lutheran parish from Sibiu.

The cemetery of the Church in the Hollow started
to be operational along with the entire Orthodox
ecclesiastical complex from Josefin district, built
in 1789 by Stana Petru Luca (Avram 1999, 97).
However, the oldest grave currently existing dates
from the beginning of the 19th century, in 1813
(Grancea 2011, 156.) and not from the end of the
previous century, and thus we can assume that at
the beginning the burials were sporadic and they
probably were subsequently overlapped by other,
more recent graves. The graves of Popp family
were later embedded in the church choir.

CONCLUSIONS
The Baroque is the one which develops the system
of cemeteries from Sibiu. It is certain that
throughout this period, of the Transylvanian
principality and of the first century of Habsburg
administration, the system of cemeteries from
Sibiu is better organized and structured, thus
allowing a classification of the cemeteries.

The most important community cemetery was
throughout the entire Baroque period the Lutheran
cemetery in front of the Theatre Gate, actually in
front of the Thick Tower, on the current foundation
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The difference between the two centuries of
Baroque Sibiu results from the approach means of
the administration of Transylvania and of its cities.
The Transylvanian princes do not modify the
province’s administration system, the traditions
and the medieval legislations mostly remaining in
force, being even consolidated through the new
provisions.

case, of the cemeteries.
The 17th century in Transylvania is a century of
transition, a century where we find the elements of
the Renaissance culture with the elements of the
Baroque culture, but we can decisively talk about
the Transylvanian Baroque once with the
implementation of the administration and the
integration of the province in the Habsburg
Empire.

The 18th century represents for Transylvania a
century of social and religious, political and
implicitly economic transformations. Transylvania
starts the century with well defined institutions,
both administrative and religious,
their
organization means clearly indicating an interest to
build a state within the special conditions of
multiculturalism and multi - automatism from this
region. The transformation of Europe after the
conflicts from this century will make Transylvania
unable to resist, although it will crystallize
including its state distinct identity towards the
ancient medieval kingdom of Hungary.

Most of the cemeteries from Sibiu are confessional
cemeteries, even since the 18th century and
throughout the Baroque period the system of the
cemeteries being strongly connected to the
ecclesiastical structure and network. This is why
ten of the twelve cemeteries and crypts from the
baroque Sibiu are connected to the existing
churches and monasteries. It is the period when the
laic intervention in the administration and
organization of these urban structures is strongly
experienced, process finalized at the end of the 19th
century.

Transylvania starts with a prince, Diet and prince
council, but it ends up with a Gubernator,
Gubernya and other institutions which totally
controlled and thus integrated the province into the
Empire.

Thus, we notice that out of the twelve necropolises
from Sibiu, only two are organized by another
administrative entity than the ecclesiastical entity.
In only one other case, namely the large cemetery
on the current Coposu Street, the local Magistrate
played a role in its organization and administration.
The necropolises from the Baroque Sibiu are four
times greater than the ones from the medieval
period, this large number being due to the
enlargement of the town and to the arrangement
concept of the cemeteries outside the central area
of a town.

Following the administrative modifications
implemented by the Habsburgs, we can conclude
that the ancient central institutions of the
principality will lose their importance, the prince
becoming a simple marionette of Vienna, and the
Diet regulating only minor issues. We can see how
the medieval institutions created by the Principality
disappear in front of the new institutions
established by the Illuminist state of the
Habsburgs. This is the moment when the towns
experience a new organization, a structuring
typical to the German administrative system. From
this moment we can talk about a coherent analysis
of the institutions, of the structures, and, in our

The necropolises from the Baroque Sibiu represent
all the ethnic groups and confessions which lived
at that time in the town. They illustrate the
multiculturalism which developed in the city along
with the Habsburg administration.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD SIGNS –
from the collection of National Museum of Brukenthal - Altemberger House
(17th – 19th centuries)

Raluca Maria FRÎNCU*

Abstract: Along with the statute, seals and registers, the neighborhood trunk contains also the sign.
Individualized for each organization the sign was used to make known the upcoming events in a community.
The article is presenting the neighborhoods signs from Sibiu through the 17th to the 19th century preserved in
Brukenthal Museum – History Museum “Altemberger House”.
Keywords: Brukenthal Museum, neighborhoods, neighborhoods signs, museum items

Rezumat: În lada de vecinătate alături de statut, sigiliu, registru se păstra şi semnul. Idividualzat cu numele
organizaţiei pe care o reprezenta acesta era folosit pentru a face cunoscute vecinilor evenimentele care
urmau sa aibă loc în comunitate. Acest articol prezită semne ale vecinătăţilor sibiene din secolele XVII-XIX
existente în colecţia Muzeului Naţional Brukenthal -Muzeul de Istorie -Casa Atemberge.
Cuvinte cheie: Muzeul Brukenthal, vecinătaţi, semne de vecinătate, obiecte muzeale.

Furthermore a council of eight leading members
was responsible likewise to verify the expenses
incurred in the community or to coordinate the aid
in case of fire outbreaks (Schunn, 1936, 11). Like
the guilds, neighborhoods also used ritual objects
like boxes, signs, flags or seals. These objects not
only were individualized to a particular
neighborhood, but also were used when accepting
new members or for yearly meetings.
A rigorous organization of Sibiu craftsmen’s into
guilds begun on the XIV century. After almost two
hundred years in Sibiu’s neighborhoods a new
organizational model occurs. This time the model
is based on a territorial criterion.

A rigorous organization of Sibiu craftsmen’s into
guilds begun on the XIV century. After almost two
hundred years in Sibiu’s neighborhoods a new
organizational model occurs. This time the model
is based on a territorial criterion.
Certified since the late sixteenth century, the
neighborhoods’ had influenced the way of social
organization in Sibiu. With the twentieth century,
this influence was reduced by the emigration of
Saxons, in Germany. However, a much lower
neighborhood activity is still found in Altana and
Stejarisu. The decrease in neighborhood’s
influence over the social life is found due to a
reduction in number of Saxons’ descendants.
The day to day life of an individual was governed
by neighborhood’s rules. One of the most
important rule imposed by the neighborhood’s
institution, was to persuade the neighbors to aid
and to support each other. In addition, other rules
were established likewise to ensure members
safety, respect for moral values and ecclesiastical
norms.

One of the most important ritual objects borrowed
by the new organizational model “the
neighborhood”, from the old organization “the
guilds”, was the neighborhood’s sign. The sign’s
role was to spread the message of the head/father
of the neighborhood, or to inform neighborhood’s
members of important events. The sign was made
from tin, brass or wood. Was carved, painted or
engraved with text or images of significant
buildings, and it came in different sizes or shapes.
Consequently images of women concerned with
the work in the kitchen (Seivert, 1868, 18), or
neighborhood’s coat of arms were also part of the
neighborhood individuality descripted by the
sign’s language.

In the light of the above facts, the social order in
the neighborhoods was well defined. The head of
the neighborhood was elected from the elderly
members and assisted by a young father.
* Brukenthal National Museum,
raluca.frincu@brukenthalmuseum.ro
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W. Schunn, in the Die Nachbarschaften der
Deutschen in Rumänien, described the sign as a
“tablet approx. 35 X 20 cm, decorated with various
sculptures and paintings “some having a door that
opened, and inside having a sheet of paper on
which the Neighborhood father was writing
messages.

CATALOG:
Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 1)
Sign of Schmiedgasse street neighborhood, made
of brass, on one side is found the inscription:
HATS.VERERET./ D:N: /BARTOLOMEUS STEIN
A 1655/ ALTE BADST, centrally in a frame appears
the name of a member of neighborhood,
Bartolomeus Stein, probably the neighborhood
father at that time and the year 1655, at the bottom
of the sign is found a stylized ornament; on the
other side does not appear any inscription. The
snatching system was made of iron, the ring was
not preserved.
Dating: 1655;
Dimensions: H: 16.2 cm, LA: 10.7 cm;
Number of inventory: M 4375/14.195.

Further on, Die Nachbarschaften der Deutschen,
documented that in the nineteenth century
neighborhood’s utilized more than one sign, to
spread the head/father message. Hence this
explains the existence in the collection of the
History Museum - Altemberger House of Sibiu of
a diversity of signs, from the same period,
belonging to the same neighborhood.
At the same time, the form of the neighborhood
sign was influenced by the style of the era in which
they were worked. In Transylvania the earliest
signs had the shape of a shield. This shape was
maintained until the XVII – XVIII century, when a
European artistic style is observed in sign’s
evolution. New form, ornamentation and manner
with a Gothic and Renaissance influence, is
observed in the evolution of the neighborhood’s
sign. Baroque and Rococo ornamentations, with
vegetal motifs, acanthus leafs and bas-reliefs were
frequently encountered (Rus, 2008, 229).

Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 2)
Sign of Knöpff street neighborhood, made of
hardwood, reddish-brown, on one side is found the
inscription: I S Verehret Jö - JC - Lö, J W 1791
TP; side 2: 1679 F E Der Knöpff Gässer
Nächbärschäft R G . The sign has a baroque shape
and is decorated with vegetal motifs, on one side is
decorated with a carving tool. The sign is provided
with a metal strip on which is fixed the snatching
ring.
Dating: 1791;
Dimensions: L: 21,9cm; LA: 13,4cm;
Number of inventory: M 4086/14.225.

Most signs were made in Renaissance style, and
are grouped in two basic types: simple German
shield, and oval decorated type. One of the tablets
worked in this style is the one belonging to
Nasturarilor (Button) guilt’s, and it can be seen in
Sibiu (Bielz, 1936 to 1937, 7). Consequently,
there are guild’s and neighborhood’s signs with
baroque influences, attested by “coopers, tailors
from year…, the butchers from year…, goldsmiths
and silversmiths” (Nägler, 1967, 191-194). Not to
mention the one of the Knopf neighborhood.
An Equally important style that can be found in
Sibiu’s guilds is the Biedermeier style. This style
represents the carpenter’s guild, and is dated 1827
(Nägler, 1967, p 195). As a result, both guild and
neighborhood signs had worked their way in the
neighborhood organizations. All in all this
evolution manifests itself in various artistic styles.
To summarize, the sign was a symbol of authority
for Neighborhoods. The sign not only performed
different functions for the community and its
members, but also had an official character.
Brukenthal National Museum and the History
Museum - Atemberger House, hold a significant
collection of objects that belonged to Sibiu’s
neighborhoods. A special category in their
collection is dedicated to neighborhood signs.

Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 3)
Sign of Rosen Anger street neighborhood, made of
brass in the form of a heraldic shield the edge is
striated forming a ornamental motif. On one side at
the top is engraved the inscription Rosen Anger
Gassen Nachbarschaft and stars: the sun, moon
and stars; central appear three bunches of flowers
and at the bottom the inscription: fecit Steph.
Wachman craftsman’s name who worked the sign.
The other side appears Sibiu emblem surrounded
by the inscription ORDO EST ANIMA RERUM /
1798 / Hat verehret MICHAEL HANNA HINTZEL
Seifenseider Meister dermahliger Nachbar. The
suspension is also made of brass.
Dating: 1798;
Dimensions: H: 14,6cm; LA: 8,5 cm;
Number of inventory: M 4193/9677.
Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 4)
Sign of Rosen Grossen Saltz street neighborhood,
made of brass in the form of an heraldic shield. On
one side is incised the inscription: Zeichen/ Der
Grossen Saltz Nachbarschaft, central is
represented a fountain under which is engraved the
year 1827. On the second side is incised the
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inscription: Zum immerwährenden/ Andenken
verehret/ von/ Tohmas Setz/ Mauer Bau:/ Meister.
Central is represented the coat of arms of Sibiu.
The sign is provided with a brass ring for hanging.
Dating: 1827;
Dimensions: H: 16 cm; LA: 11,5 cm;
Number of inventory: M 4378/14.243.

Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 8)
Sign of Heltauer and Neutor street neighborhood,
made of wood, on one side is carved the
coat of arms of Sibiu, the sign edge is decorated at
the top with acanthus leaves and geometric motifs.
On the other side is the inscription: und Neuthor
Nachbarschaft Zeichen 1861. The sign is provided
with hanging ring of iron.
Dating: 1861;
Dimensions: H: 18,4 cm; LA: 12,6 cm;
Number of inventory: M 4083/14.226.

Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 5)
Sign of Quergasse street neighborhood made of
brass. On one side is engraved the inscription:
Zeichen der kleinen Quergasse Nachbarschaft,
center is represented the coat of arms of Sibiu. The
other side appears the inscription: In perpetuam rei
memoriam / Gestiftet von/ Tobias Wachsmann /
Deimaliger ältester / Nachbar Hann/ 1827 from
which we infer Neighbourhood father's name from
that year, Tobias Wachsmann, central is
represented house. The sign is provided with a
brass ring for hanging.
Dating: 1827;
Dimensions: H: 16,2 cm; LA: 12,1 cm;
Number of inventory: M 4380/2380.

Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 9)
Sign of Fleischer street neighborhood. The sign is
made of hardwood, the shape of a heraldic shield,
is decorated all around with fretted vegetal motifs,
central occurs the inscription: Fleischer-Gassen/
Nachbarschaft/ 1857. The sign is provided with
hanging ring of iron.
Dating: 1875;
Dimensions: H: 20 cm; LA: 15 cm;
Number of inventory: M 4084/14.235.
Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 10)
Sign of Neugasse street neighborhood, made of tin
plate in the form of a heraldic shield. On one side
appears the inscription: Eigenthum / DER /
Neugasse / Nachbarschaft, and on the other side is
incised the year 1855. The hanging system is made
of iron.
Datare: 1885;
Dimensions: H: 15,5 cm; LA: 3,5 cm;
Number of inventory: M 4376/14263.

Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 6)
Sign of Neugasse street neighborhood, made of
brass as a heraldic shield, on one side has the
inscription: Zum Andenken/ Verehret/ Seraphin
Hammer/ Diesen Zeichen/ der Neugass-Nachbar/schafft in Jahr 1883/ am 26 October . Sign
belonged Nightwatchmen of the neighborhood
from the New street, as shows the inscription from
the other side: Nachtshut Zeichen The sign is
provided with a brass ring for hanging.
Dating: 1833;
Dimensions: H: 18 cm, LA: 14 cm;
Number of inventory: M 4372/14.261.

Neighbourhood Sign (fig.11)
Sign of Saltz street neighborhood, made of
hardwood, reddish brown color. On one side is
carved the name of the neighborhood: Der / Salz /
Gassen / Nacbar-/ gesellschaft /, and on the other
side is carved Neighbourhood father's name:
Michael Ohnweiler and the year 1888. The edge of
the sign is decorated at the top and at the bottom
with acanthus leaves and geometric motifs. The
hanging system is missing.
Dating: 1888;
Dimensions: H: 16,2 cm; LA: 15 cm;
Number of inventory: M. 4091/14.224.

Neighbourhood Sign (fig. 7)
Sign of Neugasse street neighborhood, made of tin,
in the form of heraldic shield, on one side is
engraved the inscription: BAR ZEICHEN/ der
Ehrsamen Neigasse/ Nachbarschaft im / Jahre
1855. The hanging ring is made of iron.
Dating 1855;
Dimensions: H: 16,7 cm; LA: 15,5 cm;
Number of inventory: M 4381/14262.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OLD ROMANIAN BIBLIOGRAPHY.
SZÉCHÉNY BUDAPESTA NATIONAL LIBRARY.

Bogdan ANDRIESCU*

Abstract: The cultural institutions in Hungary owe a great number of old Romanian books and Széchény
Budapesta National Library occupies a leading position. Between 1780 - 1830, at Buda, 240 Romanian
books were printed, here functioning, between 1777 - 1848, the well-known “Hungarian University Printing
House”. We notice the presence of an old Romanian book unknown to the Romanian bibliographical sources.
The catalogue printed in 1798 (unpublished) notifies us some other books unknown to the old Romanian
bibliography.
Key words: Széchény Budapesta National Library, old Romanian book, Hungarian University Printing
House.
Rezumat: Instituţiile de cultură din Ungaria deţin numeroase cărţi româneşti vechi, Biblioteca Naţională
Széchény Budapesta ocupând un loc de frunte. Între anii 1780 - 1830, la Buda, au fost tipărite 240 cărţi
româneşti, aici funcţionând, între 1777 - 1848, celebra “Tipografie a Universităţii ungureşti”. Semnalăm
prezenţa unei cărţi româneşti vechi necunoscută surselor bibliografice româneşti. Catalogul tipărit în anul
1798 (inedit) ne aduce la cunoştinţă alte câteva cărţi necunoscute bibliografiei româneşti vechi.
Cuvinte cheie: Biblioteca Naţională Széchény Budapesta, carte românească veche, Tipografia Universităţii
Ungureşti.
The cultural institutions in Hungary owe a great
number of old Romanian books and Széchény
Budapesta National Library occupies a leading
position, including also Eötvös Loránd Budapesta
University Library. Between 1780 - 1830, at Buda,
240 Romanian books were printed, here
functioning, between 1777 - 1848, the well-known
“Hungarian University Printing House”. (Tatay,
2011, 432-442) Important representatives of the
Transylvanian School activated as editors of
Romanian books, part of their works having been
printed in this printing house (Samuil Micu,
Gheorghe Şincai, Petru Maior), these being found
today in a relatively high number.

being created the premises of a substantial growth
of the collections through constant acquisition of
Hungarian publications.
In the first decades, the development of the library
collections was also carried out as a result of
important donations, in this respect being
remembered the calls of the Hungarian Dieta (in
1807, 1827, 1836) for men of culture and
collectors to enrich the documentary funds. In
1808 The National History Museum was founded,
and the collections had passed in its administration,
the library being known under the name of the
National Museum Library.

Széchény Budapesta National Library was founded
in 1802, as a result of endeavours made by count
Ferenc Széchényi. In 26th of November, the royal
aproval of the foundation of the library was
emitted (Szechenyiano – Regnicolaris Library), the
institution having opened its doors to the public in
20th of August 1803. The count had donated his
precious collection, consisting in: 13000 printed
books, over 1200 manuscripts, hundreds of maps
and pieces of graphics. One year later, on the
initiative of the Dieta, the king granted the
privilege to the library to acquire printed stuff on
the territory of the country, this way having been

Around 1848, the collections of the library ended
up to include about 100000 books, this number
having increased due to some exceptional
donations: private collections of Miklós Jankovich
(1832), István Illésházy (1835) and István Horváth
(1846). In 1860 the Manuscripts Department was
founded, and the reorganization continued over the
coming decades by establishing two other sections:
the Archives (1882) and the Periodicals (1884).
The collections also increased due to the
establishment of the Law of the National Legal
Deposit in 1897, all the publishing and printing
houses being required to send copies of the printed
books to the National Library.

*
Astra
County
bogdanastra@yahoo.com

Regarding the interwar period, in 1919 we remark
the donation of the lawyer of Romanian origin

Library

Sibiu,
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Gyula Todoreszku and of his wife Aranka Horváth.
The books gathered by these two is the most
comprehensive amount of old Romanian book
from Hungary. It can be found at the Current Book
Collection (general catalogue) and at Special
Collections (rare book).

University as a power of the same privilege
obtained exclusively of the highest place and (also
the list of books) that can be obtained on appointed
sellers]
Content: p. 2: Naznacenie; p. 3: Privileghia; p. 7:
Bücher in Slawo = Serbischer Sprache; p. 11:
Bücher in Walachischer Sprache; p. 12: Landkarten
und Bilder.
Inventory no. 821041.
Paging: 12 unnumbered pages.
Observations: it is unknown to the Romanian
bibliographical sourses; it is colligated with other
29 printings (inventory no -821027 - 821056); oval
stamp sheet title having the following text: A. M.
N. Muzeum Könyvtára; very good conservation
status.

After the World War II, after the reorganization in
1949, Széchényi Library was separated of the
Hungarian National Museum, being officially
declared National Library, becoming an
independent state institution.
Since 1980, a research centre started to function
within the institution, the scientific studies being
published in the Yearbook of Széchényi National
Library.
In terms of organizing the collections, three major
departments function at the library: Current Book
(general catalogue), Special Collections, Digitizing
Documentary Funds.

The catalogue contains 14 old Romanian books
printed between 1784 – 1798 (Buda and Vienna).
The description of the printings is extremely brief,
their identification in old Romanian books
cataloagues being difficult. The first edition years
are not specified for five printings. Except for two
books, the others have specified the format in
which they were printed (4 and 8 format). Sale
prices for each copy are registered in a special
column. We notice that, two of the titles, have no
specification of any sale price, the most expensive
being The Cazans Gathering printing (Vienna,
1793). This one could be bought for the sum of 4
florins and 42 farthings. We look over the list of
books, being convinced that future research might
complete the bibliographical information.

The library preserves a valuable fund of old
Romanian book, repertoire drawn in 1997,
containing 212 titles, from both Special
Collections of the institution and the General Fund
of Book. (Chindriş, 1997, 222-229) Another
publishing is added to the five books unknown to
the Romanian bibliographical sourses until 1997.
The book catalogue, unknown to the Romanian
bibliographical sources, was printed in 1798 (in
Serbian, German and Romanian – Cyrillic
characters). We present the description of this one.
CATALOGIA / SLAVENNO - SERBSKIH I
VALAHIISKIH / KNIGA, KOTORIA / PRI
GLAVNON
TIPOGRAFII
KRALEVSKO
UNIVERSITETA, / PENSTANSKOGO SILOIO
ISKLIUCITEL [...] PRIVILEGHII, EI / O EGO Ţ.
K. VELICESTVA DANNOI IZ BUDINEA / A IZ
DRUGHIHĂ MEASTAHĂ, KODĂ VIUTRĂ
NAZNA- / CENNÎHĂ KNIGOPRODAVŢEVĂ
PODOLU POSTA- / VLENNEAI ŢEANEA
NESVAZANNÎIA I MEATISEA / MOGUTĂ.
1798. VERZEICHNISS / VERSCHIEDENER /
SLAVO - SERBISCH UND WALACHISCHEN
BÜCHER / DIE SOWOHL ZU OFEN / IN DER /
K.
HUNG.
UNIVERSITÄTS
=
BUCHDRUCKEREI
/
KRAFT
DES
DERSELBEN / ALTERHOCHSTEN ORTS
AUSSCHLIESSUNGSWEISE
ERTHEILTEN
PRIVILEGIUMS ALS / AUCH BEN DEN
INBENANUTEN BERKAUFERN ZU HABEN
SIND. 1798. (Fig. 1)

Bücher in walachischer Sprache. (p. 11-12)
Romanian and German Arithmetic (8). (14
farthings). (Fig 2)
It seems to be reminded the print called Guidebook
to Arithmetic, printed both in Romanian, and in
German, in Vienna, in 1785, first edition- (Bianu;
Hodoş, II, 1905, 305-306) or second edition,
printed in 1788 (Poenaru, 1973, 80-81).
Bucvariu. 8. 1798 (2 farthings). (Fig. 2)
I identified in the old Romanian book collection of
Széchény Budapesta National Library more
editions of Bucoavnas: Bucoavna (Cluj, 1744;
O.Sz.K. 316568), Bucoavna (Blaj, 1777; O.Sz.K
324047 and 316570) – two copies, Bucoavna
(Vienna, 1781; O.Sz.K.312311), Bucvariu (Vienna,
1792; O.Sz.K. II L. Lat. f. 525), Bucoavna (Blaj,
1793; O.Sz.K. 323949), Bucoavna (Sibiu, 1797;
O.Sz.K.316569),
Bucoavna
(Buda,
1797),
Bucvariu (Buda, 1803; O.Sz.K. 801463),
Bucoavna (Sibiu, 1828; O.Sz.K. 325252). Four of
these were included in the Romanian book

[The list of different Slavonic - Serbian and Vlach
books that appeared both in Buda at the printing
house (of books) of Monarchal Hungarian
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repertoire of the library, made by I. Chindriş (those
printed in 1777, 1793 - unpublished, 1803 unpublished, 1828) (Chindriş, 1997, 223).
Bucvariul printed in Buda in 1803 was „a
processing of the German ABC made by Johann
Ignaz Felbiger”, first edition being printed in
Vienna in 1777 (not even a copy is known). The
second edition is reprinted in Vienna in 1781. Two
other editions of Bucoavna are unknown to the
Romanian bibliographical sourses, published in
Viena in 1792 (Andriescu, 2013, p. 75-76) and
probably in Buda in 1798.

homilies, published in Vienna in 1793, this one
being structured in three large chapters. (Bianu;
Hodoş, II, 1905, 350-351).

Romanian and German Bucvariu. (8). (5 farthings)
(Fig. 2)
The text does not offer us any information related
to the printing year. We consider that it might be
one of the two bilingual Bucvariae printed in
Vienna in 1785 or 1790. (Poenaru, 1973, 68-69;
Bianu; Hodoş, II, 1905, 334).

ABC Sheet/Table. 4. (1 farthing). (Fig. 2)
According to a testimony, 6800 ABCs used in
Romanian schools at the end of the 18th century,
were in the warehouse of Ştefan Novacovici’s
printing in Vienna in 1795 (Dudaş, 1979, 353).
They would have been printed in Vienna in 1793.
(Râpă-Buiclu, 2000, 332-333).

Katihisis enhanced by the Synod held in 1774. 8.
1793. (7 farthings). (Fig. 2)
Serbian, Romanian and German Catechism saw a
first edition in 1778 in Vienna (Dudaş, 1979, 371373) A second edition appeared in 1784, but, only
in Romanian and German. (Bianu; Hodoş, II, 1905,
286-287) The catalogue reminds of a third edition,
probably appeared still in Vienna, in 1793,
unknown to the Romanian bibliographical sourses.

Brief showing, for God and for discernment of
God. 8. 1784. The book was printed in Vienna.
(Bianu; Hodoş, II, 1905, 294) (Fig. 3)

Molitvenic. 8. (5 farthings). (Fig. 2)
I have not identified any edition of Molitvelnic
printed in Buda or in Vienna during the mentioned
period of time (unknown to the Romanian
bibliographical sourses).
Beautiful letter. 8. 1794. (2 farthings). (Fig. 2)
It is unknown to the Romanian bibliographical
sourses.

Romanian Grammars. 1792. (Fig. 3)
It is likely refered to the print Guidebook for the
beautiful letter, printed in Vienna in 1792. (Bianu;
Hodoş, II, 1905, 349).
Ceaslov. 8. 1792. (40 farthings).(Fig. 3)
In Viena, one year later another Ceaslov appeared,
the copy being described in BRV as being
incomplete. (Bianu; Hodoş, II, 1905, 352-353). It
is unknown to the Romanian bibliographical
sourses the edition of the Ceaslov in 1792.

Romanian and German Reading Book. 8. 1793. (18
farthings) (Fig 2)
In 1793, in Vienna Guidebook to honour was
printed in Romanian and German. (Bianu; Hodoş,
II, 1905, 353).

Psaltire. 8. 1792. (40 farthings). (Fig. 3)
It is unknown to the Romanian bibliographical
sourses. One year later (in 1793), in Vienna,
another edition of Psaltire appeared. (Bianu;
Hodoş, 1905, 356).

Guidebook for teachers. 1784. (1 florin and 20
farthings). (Fig. 2)
It is unknown the edition since 1784, Romanian
bibliographical sourses recalling the edition printed
in Vienna in 1785. (Bianu; Hodoş, II, 1905, 302304).

Future research might complete the picture of the
old Romanian book, the number of the printings
owned by the prestigious cultural institution being
a higher one.

Homilies on Sundays and other holidays in 3 parts
in fol. (4 florins and 42 farthings). (Fig. 2)
It is refered to the printing called The Assembly of
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